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This report looks at the impacts Covid 19 has had on waste and recycling in Europe. 

The most obvious impact is the increase in demand on medical PPE waste, for example, face masks, goggles and gloves. A report from Acrplus (2020) shows that in Barcelona medical waste has increased by 350% which equates to about 1,200 tonnes, this is a considerable increase on 275 tonnes normally produced (Acrplus, 2020). 

The same report states that the overall waste genertated in Barcelona seen a 25% reduction. It is believed that this could have been a result of restrictions on commercial and tourist activities. Mixed waste seen a reduction of 12%, whilst recycled items such as cardboard, glass, and paper seen a reduction of 20% (Acrplus, 2020). Furthermore, in another report by European Environment Agency (2020), it states that Milan also showed a reduction in waste and recycling during the pandemic. It is believed that Milan seen a 27.5% reduction in waste as a whole, this was made up of a 24.4% reduction in residual waste, plastic and metal waste being down by 16.3%, cadboard and paper with a 20% decrease, as well as a reduction in glass waste by 16.7%. In addition, there was a decrease of 14.4% of household waste, and a large reduction of 80.5% in commercial food waste (European Environment Agency, 2020). However, in a report by Interreg Europe (2020), it states that there has been an increase in waste produced. This is believed to be from people clearing out unwanted items from their houses and garages as they had more spare time due to lockdowns. As a result of this, the report then goes on to state that large queues were found outside recycling centres in Germany that were accepting bulky items and electrical equipment waste (Interreg Europe, 2020). 

In the UK many waste and recycling sites were closed down during the lockdown. In a study by Sarkodie & Owusu (2020) they believe that this resulted in a 300% increase of ‘’illegal waste disposal’’ (Sarkodie & Owusu, 2020).

In a report by European Environment Agency (2020), it is said that during the pandemic many restaurants in Europe had to close due to strict lockdown rules, many of these resturants offered delivery and takeaway services which resulted in a rise of single use plastic container waste production. Furthermore on waste production, the report also notes how during the lockdown there was an increase in online shopping which also inevitably seen a rise in cardboard and plastic packaging waste. In addition, the report also discusses how many large coffee shops prevented customers from using refillable cups, which seen a rise in the production of disposable takeaway cups. As a result, the report emphasises how the use of all the single-use plastics mentioned above will have a signifciant impact on the environment, causing issues such as air pollution and harmful greenhouse gasses, as well as the general production of waste and therefore the risk of littering. (European Environment Agency, 2020).

In conclusion, specifically looking at the increase in medical waste, it could be suggested that Covid-19 has had a negative impact on waste and recycling in Europe.
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