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AIM(S)
· To develop a critical awareness of the interpretative methods and reading strategies that shape a range of hermeneutical approaches – philosophical and textual - to interfaith engagement. 
· To further develop students’ understanding of the role of sacred texts as a medium for interfaith exchange among the different religions. 
· To examine philosophical, theological and study-of-religions approaches to ‘interfaith hermeneutics’.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· critically evaluate current research and advanced scholarship in interfaith and interreligious hermeneutics;
· evaluate relevant methodologies and their hermeneutical presuppositions – philosophical and textual - and critically interact with them on their own terms;
· demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the methods of textual interpretation as practised in contemporary interfaith and interreligious engagement;
· evaluate key aspects of interfaith dialogue in the light of engagement with modern hermeneutical approaches.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Approaches to Hermeneutics: definitions and terms.
· Philosophical Hermeneutics: theories and theorists (e.g., Hans-Georg Gadamer, Paul Ricoeur, George Lindbeck).
· Philosophical, textual and interfaith hermeneutics: in conversation.
· ‘Theology of religions’ and interfaith hermeneutics.
· Comparative theology and interfaith hermeneutics.
· The Hevruta method of interfaith engagement (with case studies).
· Scriptural reasoning as a model for interfaith engagement: hermeneutical principles and strategies (with case studies). 
· Interpretation(s) of sacred texts from an intra-faith perspective.
· Postcolonial and feminist perspectives on interfaith and interreligious hermeneutics.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

E.g. Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to develop understanding and application of the techniques. 
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30 hours
	10

	Independent learning
	270 hours
	90

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	300 hours
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 70%

Coursework: Essay (4500 words).

Example of the type of question or task that could be used: 

Provide a critical and comparative evaluation of two theological approaches to interfaith hermeneutics

Assessment Component 2 – 30%

Practical: Oral presentation (20 minutes).

Example of the type of question or task that could be used:

Prepare a presentation on one interfaith interpretative model (e.g. scriptural reasoning), which includes engagement with exegetical perspectives drawn from three different religious traditions.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	70

	Practical
	30

	TOTAL
	100%



EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	No

	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):
The module contributes to the sustainability agenda in its broadest sense by encouraging students to think about the skills they require to solve their academic questions. These are transferable skills which assist in nurturing critical and creative thinking. As such the module is focused on meeting the immediate academic needs of the students while also equipping them to think critically and solve problems in an unknown future. These include skills which relate specifically to issues associated with interfaith and intra-faith dialogues, which are built through a process of analysis and reflection, including during the assessment process for this module, along with in-seminar discussions.



READING LIST

	Module Code
	HPPD7002

	Module Title
	Exploring Hermeneutics from an Interfaith Perspective

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Barnes, Michael, ‘Reading Other Religious Texts: Intratextuality and the Logic of Scripture’, Journal of Ecumenical Studies 46 (2011), 389-410.

	☐

	Essential
	Cornille, Catherine and Christopher Conway (eds.), Interreligious Hermeneutics (Eugene, Oregon: Cascade Books, 2010).

	☐

	Essential
	Cornille, Catherine (ed.), The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Inter-Religious Dialogue (Chichester: Wiley, 2013).

	☐

	Essential
	Hedges, Paul and Alan Race (eds.), Christian Approaches to Other Faiths (SCM Core Text Series; London: SCM, 2008). 

	☐

	Essential
	Jasper, David, A Short Introduction to Hermeneutics (Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004). 
	☐

	Further
	Barnes, Michael, ‘Reading Other Religious Texts: Intratextuality and the Logic of Scripture’, Journal of Ecumenical Studies 46 (2011), 389-410.
	☐

	Further
	Cheetham, David, Interreligious Hermeneutics in Pluralistic Europe: Between Texts and People (Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2011). 

	☐

	Further
	Clooney, Francis, Comparative Theology: Deep Learning Across Religious Borders (Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010).

	☐

	Further
	Clooney, Francis (ed.), The New Comparative Theology: Interreligious Insights from the Next Generation (London/New York: Continuum, 2010).


	☐

	Further
	Court, John M. Biblical Interpretation: The Meanings of Scripture – Past and Present (London/New York: T&T Clark, 2003).

	☐

	Further
	Doukhan, Abi, ‘Beyond Haverut: Toward an Interfaith Hermeneutics’, Levinas Studies 8 (2013), 99-113.

	☐

	Further
	Ford, David F., Christian Wisdom: Desiring God and Learning in Love (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007).

	☐

	Further
	Ford, David and C.C. Pecknold, The Promise of Scriptural Reasoning (Oxford: Blackwell, 2006).

	☐

	Further
	Ford, David, Ben Quash and Janet Soskice (eds), Fields of Faith: Theology and Religious Studies in the Twenty-First Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005).

	☐

	Further
	Fortman, Bas de Gaay et al., Hermeneutics, Scriptural Politics, and Human Rights: Between Text and Context (New York: Palgrace Macmillan, 2009).

	☐

	Further
	Gadamer, Hans-Georg, Truth and Method (2nd edition; London: Sheed and Ward, 1979).

	☐

	Further
	Gadamer, Hans-Georg, Philosophical Hermeneutics, tr. D.E. Linge (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2nd printing, 2008).

	☐

	Further
	Hedges, Paul, Controversies in Interreligious Dialogue and the Theology of Religions (London: SCM, 2010).

	☐

	Further
	Hedges, Paul, ‘Comparative Theology and Hermeneutics: A Gadamerian Approach to Interreligious Interpretation’, Religions 7 (2016), 1-20.

	☐

	Further
	The Journal of Scriptural Reasoning.
	☐

	Further
	Laude, Patrick, Universal Dimensions of Islam: Studies in Comparative Religion (Bloomington: World Wisdom, 2011).

	☐

	Further
	Moyaert, Marianne, Fragile Identities: Towards a Theology of Interreligious Hospitality (Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2011). 

	☐

	Further
	Moyaert, Marianne, In Response to the Religious Other: Ricoeur and the Fragility of Interreligious Encounters (Lanham: Lexington Books, 2014).
	☐

	Further
	Ochs, Peter and William Stacy Johnson (eds.), Crisis, Call and Leadership in the Abrahamic Traditions (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009).

	☐

	Website
	http://www.interfaith.cam.ac.uk
	☒
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