HPRS5008 / HPRS6008
From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)


Worksheet for Friday 26th May 
It might be helpful to have these questions in front of you while watching the lecture. 

1) What are the main differences that Prof. Daniel Schwartz puts forward between 1 & 2 Maccabees?

· They are both historical books discussing ancient Jewish History 
· 1st Maccabees – focuses on a period of 40 years, which is a much longer period than 2 Maccabees which only goes from 175 BCE  to 161 BCE 
· 1st Maccabees was also originally written in Hebrew because the Greek version is heavily influenced by Hebrew and Prof. Daniel Schwartz states that it I easiest to read and understand the Greek version if you have an understanding of Hebrew first – instead 2nd Maccabees was written in natural Greek from the 2nd Century BCE 
· 1st Maccabees is also written as things would have been written in the Bible and can be argued to be written in a way to imitate the Bible – 2nd Maccabees doesn’t do this as there is hardly any circumstances where the author attempts to imitate the language of the Bible and Biblical Hebrew 
· 2nd Maccabees also has a different style of writing that focuses on the emotion of the history, Prof. Daniel Schwartz describes this style as a pathetic or tragic historical writing style that 1st Maccabees does not 
· Both books are also understood by scholars to be written in different locations – 1 Maccabees is understood to have been written in Judea and 2nd Maccabees is said to be written in Diaspora. 
· 2nd Maccabees has a larger focus on the Jewish Communities sins whereas 1st Maccabees does not discuss sin at all – 2nd Maccabees talks of priests ignoring their religious duties to instead take part in the gymnasium and Hellenised and that this caused problems as it goes against divine law – the fate of every individual and war is dependent on their sins  - every Jewish soldier who died in wars had their own individual sins  
· 1st Maccabees also does not discuss God as much as 2nd Maccabees

2) How significant is it that 1 and 2 Maccabees were written in different locations? It might be helpful here to think in terms of diaspora and Judea.

· Prof. Daniel Schwartz explains that it can be thought that 1st Maccabees was most likely written in Judea and that 2nd Maccabees is from the diaspora, he specifically predicts Egypt 
· He presents this as he states that 2nd Maccabees is compatible with being a book from the diaspora as it discusses and Ism – a way to live according to how it would be in Judea while being apart from Judea 
· Whereas 1st Maccabees has specific detail of place names and geography – this suggests that the book is from Judea and this idea is supported as 1st Maccabees also has a lack of Hellenistic geography and detail 
· This context affects how the authors of these works relate to the society and world around them, Prof. Daniel Schwartz claims that if the author of 2nd Maccabees was written in diaspora then it was likely that the Jewish community the author was a part of may have lived peacefully among the gentile community. He explains that this may affect the writings and the meanings behind them. Whereas 1 Maccabees was written in Judea and, Prof. Daniel Schwartz argues, the Jewish community may have had a more negative relationship with the Hellenistic empire in control as well as the gentile community amongst them. 

3) What is the difference in the way 1 & 2 Maccabees depict martyrdom and resurrection?

· 1st Maccabees does not place as much importance on Martyrs and Martyrdom – that being killed does not allow for change as fighting does 
· 2nd Maccabees the focus on the sins of the community also allows for a focus on Martyrdom – that God will step in and change the situation as God sees the blood of the Martyrs – that the sin will be forgiven and they will be given mercy due to the amount of blood and sacrifices – more focus on these martyrs as saviours and heroes 
· He states that this also mirrors the different places these books were written as martyrs can be heroes to the diaspora as martyrs can be anywhere – a Jewish army of heroes, however, can only be in Judea  


 
