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In this report it will show the diverse cultures around the world exploring the languages, ethnics of different races and the importance about different culture by focusing on China and Dubai. It also highlights the keys challenges to intercultural communication to these countries that have potential to impact on the success of the trip from an American standpoint. 
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Cultural tourism refers to people who like to see other countries’ lifestyles and are interested in the history, art, food and religion of the country they are visiting. 
There are different types of culture. The surface culture is more things that we can see such as different food and holidays, art, folklore, history and personalities. For example, in Chinese culture we can observe different kind of art and food as being distinctive to them (A. Gupta, 1997).
Deeper culture are things you cannot see from the outside such as, ceremony, courtship and marriage, aesthetics, ethics, family ties, health and medicine, folk myths, gestures, grooming and presence, ownership, and religion (Klousnitzer, 2018).  These are parts of culture that are deep within the customs of the country, but you cannot identify them without spending time within the culture.  An example of this can be seen within the Chinese tradition of having married couples move in with the parents with the husband (Top China Travel, 2004). 
Synthetic culture is something that has been made up as a tradition over time.  This can include different marriage customs in other countries such as Islamic countries such as Dubai who may have more than one wife. Husbands tend to have more wives if they are wealthy to provide them all with clothes and money to show off their wealth. In china they used to marry for financial measures. However, today they are more similar to western cultures in that they tend to marry through love By Tariq A. Al Maeena, 2011) Some marriages within Dubai a result of arranged marriage and other are a result of love.  Within many marriages in Dubai where there is more than one wife, it is usually the case that the two or more women are equally loved however, the man explains that he is in love with one but the other was arranged marriage by his family. This also shows us that there is a different way marriage to the American way, while having your parents or family members arrange a marriage for you. Sometimes the people involved in an arranged marriage do not get a say in it, but this is not always the case. 
[bookmark: _Toc530598171]Culture difference
In Dubai their culture is very different to American culture as they have the Islamic religion, Arabic language, and live very different to America. As said by Epicure & Culture (2014). food in Dubai includes camel which is a staple meat. ‘’A chef will stuff camel with herbs and spices and then roasts the meat for meal that’s rich and tender’’. Food in China mainly consists of rice and noodles as the main staple foods but they also like different types of meat like pork, beef and duck. As the most important thing on the plate is meat as it is the most expensive, it customary that they finish it if they are not going to eat everything on their plate. Food is not the only main culture difference.  Religion is very different in Dubai and China. America’s state religion is Christianity which believes in one god.  The Islamic faith which is practised in Dubai is the same where as they believe in one god, but the other aspects of the religion are different from Christianity, especially in the way they worship.  Muslims worship five times a day and often visit a Mosque for religious service. The Muslim tradition in Dubai is no different to other Muslim cultures and includes Ramadan, the holy month for Muslims (Emirates, 2018).
 In contrast, the main religions of China are more ways of life than god worshipping.   
One example of this is Buddhism, which practices mindfulness and meditation based on the teachings of the Buddha.  Taoism is another example.  It is a way the Chinese culture exhibit their art and is a primary importance to the Chinese in social and political history. Throughout the history of Taoism in china it is a form of ritual they see as important to them. Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism are the three major religions in China, although it is true to say that Confucianism is a school of philosophy rather than a religion. This is said by (The Pennsylvania State University, 2018) this shows us that they have a different kind of religion to America and Dubai as they don’t see it as a religion, they see it as a way of life. Confucianism propagated “Ren” (Love) and “Li” (rituals), signifying respect for society and social hierarchy. (The Pennsylvania State University, 2018) This further shows that philosophy and religion are intertwined.
[image: ]
Art in China is closely linked to politics and religion. The Arabic culture are very talented through art and so is the Chinese culture. In Dubai, there is a lot of unique art, as there is in other countries, however in china their art is recognisable and distinctive. To illustrate this, here’s a photo of the Chinese art for Durga Puja visitors in Kolkata in 2017 (IANS, 2017).
In Dubai they greet differently to Americans.  Instead of simply ‘hello’, they use greeting that mean ‘Peace be upon you’ and ‘upon you be peace’ and these are used as pass people on the streets in emirates (ArabicPod101, 2012)  The greetings can be said by non-Arabic speakers to show assimilation into the culture. These greeting are pronounced; ‘ah-lahn wah sah-lahn’ (ArabicPod101, 2012). A handshake is used in as a greeting in Dubai, but it is a very delicate handshake, in contrast to the firm handshake that is used on America. Instead of a handshake, the Chinese would simply bow and great people in groups with an applause and you would applaud back (E Diplomat, 2018).
In Dubai, you would never put your feet up on the table it is disrespectful. You must take a drink that is given to you or they will keep offering until you do as a refusal is taken as an insult to their hospitality.  A visitor to Dubai would show generosity by taking a snack or a drink. If it is not to your liking, the visitor would simply put it in a tissue and never spit it out in front of them as you must show politeness. To indicate that you do not want any more you should shake your cup left and right when they come to offer you more (E Diplomat, 2018).
Phrases of speech are different to Americans that people in other cultures.  When American’s say ‘around the corner ‘or ‘down the road’ it refers to a location that is within a few minutes away.   However, in Dubai they say it in a context of miles and miles down the road (Live Science, 2017). Traffic can also be dangerous in Dubai.  According to the National UAE (2017). ”In the emirates they drive like lunatics with no national speed and just drive how you like“ (The National UAE, 2017) This is shown is the 525 road traffic deaths that occurred in the emirates in 2017.   
In Dubai you must cover up your shoulders and knees if you’re a woman. As said by (Travelling Mom, 2014) this shows you must wear something to cover your shoulders like a shawl or a scarf. Women don’t have to cover their hair but in Dubai women cover up as a part of their beliefs and if you are to enter a mosque you would have to cover your hair or any other religious venues in Dubai or Emirates. Men also should always be in trousers and sleeved shirts in these scenarios. If any person is seen wearing inappropriate clothing, they will be stared at and security will approach (Travelling Mom, 2014).

[bookmark: _Toc530598172]Cultural competence 
Intercultural literacy refers to individual ability to interact appropriately and effectively with member of linguistic and cultural background.  This means crossing language barriers and assimilating with different cultures to communicate effectively. Cultural competence is important for being able to communicate with other cultures. (SAMHSA, 2016)  It is the ability to understand and effectively interact with people in different cultures. Cultural competence includes having an awareness of your own world view so that positive attitudes towards other viewpoints can be gained.  Having knowledge of other cultural differences helps to gain positive attitude towards these differences (Western, 2018)
Cultural competence includes being aware of how a person sees themselves.  This is self-concept.  It is important to understand self-concept to appreciate how others see themselves and their cultural identity.  Cultural identity can be disclosed to others if individuals are willing to reveal such information.  This is called self-disclosure.  Knowing how people culturally identify can help to understand their world views. One way to assimilate within another culture is to use self- monitoring.  This uses information to make social comparisons and modify behaviour and expression according to the cultural identity of the other people present.  Social relaxation comes when a person is willing to admit that they have some anxiety in communicating within different cultural lines.  This can relax the situation as it reveals any issues at the start (Jandt, 2013).
About 1.4 billion people live in China, according to the World Bank, representing 56 ethnic minority groups. The largest group is the Han Chinese, with about 900 million people (Live Science Contributor, 2017). This shows that most of the people are from the Han Chinese ethnicity.
The etic attributes (what you can see from the outside?) Chinese people eat noodles that we are aware of. We also recognise that Dubai people are wealthy, but we must be there to understand their society being a part of it through emic attributes being socially involved.
There is a certain American stereotype of people in the Middle East but they have extreme religious views and supports acts of terrorism (The Pennsylvania State University, 2014) However, this is not the case. 
Some people like to learn about other cultures, but some however don’t. lack of knowledge and lack of sophistication is important to the barriers to intercultural communication. When you look at ethnocentrism, stereotyping, prejudice and discrimination because these are barriers that are constructed by people’s judgements.
Ethnocentrism is a way of thinking or someone’s behaviour. It’s a way of life for some people around the world that we may see is weird or isn’t right, but this doesn’t give us the right to judge or to read a book by its cover because we are all equal with our own way of life. If intercultural communication becomes a barrier it will prevent us from seeing another point of view.
The barrier to stereotyping is it can be positive or negative. It can be difficult as we can be unaware of them. We don’t always see the positive in people we stereotype. We must recognise them first to counteract them.
Prejudice is always a negative towards a variety of different cultures around the world we read a book by its cover. We look at the person and judge on how they look or speak when you need to get to know them and understand the culture they live in. Every culture is different, and we need to be put in their shoes to understand.
Discriminating people for a different race and avoiding eye contact you insult people there’s different ways of discriminating by verbal abuse physical and avoiding one from a group and in other extreme cases it can be genocide. In a workplace if you won’t let a person work for because they’re a different colour to us or possibly because you just don’t like them its discrimination. There’s an act of law now called the equality act 2010 ref that you can take on the company if they’re being out of line. You look for their personal qualities not what they look like.
[bookmark: _Toc530598173]Anthropology
By going to visit different cultures it helps one understand how people live in different cultures. “Anthropological view of culture including communication. Hall defined culture as a communication process indeed. In fact, the hypothesis claims that new intercultural means of communication will present internet language”  (Translit, 2018)
[bookmark: _Toc530598174]History
Music that is associated with a certain culture can be appropriated by others such as rap music being performed by white musicians like Eminem (The Guardian, 2014)
As there’s 50 states in America there’s so many events that can encourage tourism. However, Dubai also brings in tourism with their culture traditions of Ramadan and formula 1 in Dubai but this can be an expensive trip to Dubai as it’s a rich country, the shopping malls the third most richest country worldwide (Roggers., 2011)
[bookmark: _Toc530598175]Dimentions of National Culture 
[bookmark: _Hlk530564579]Geert Hofstede identified several dimentions of culture. The first one is Power Distance Index which shows the countrys degree of inequality and is accepted between people of all cultures with and without power. People with high power distance have Centralized organizations, more complex hireachies cause they’ve got a bigger business and have authority and great respect. If the country has a low power distance they are not accepted as unequality they are widely disperesed (Mindtools, 2018). In the United Emirates the power distance is 90 and in China its 80 (Hofstede Insights, 2018) and Americas power distance is 40 (Hoftede Insights, 2018). This shows that the United Emirates have a great deal of power distance and China are not far behind them. However, the USA is rather low.
Individualism Versus Collectivism refers to the strength that the community have. If its high, it means the people are very respectful and loyal and it shows this group will defend their interest. They all take in responsibility another’s wellbeing (Mindtools, 2018) In the United Emirates the individualism is 25 (Hofstede Insights, 2018) and as (Hofstede Insights, 2018) shows that china is 20. In America the individualism dimension is 91 this is very high (Hoftede Insights, 2018). This shows that america have respect and loyalty towards people and China and the Emirates are not.
Masculinity Versus Femininity referes to the roles between male and female. The masculine community and societies. Being strong, fast and positive. How well both genders work with eachother with good relationships (Mindtools, 2018). In the United Emirates the masculinity is 50 (Hofstede Insights, 2018) and in China its 60 (Hofstede Insights, 2018) In America the masculinity dimension 62 (Hoftede Insights, 2018). Overall America is the strongest but China is right behind them and then United Emirates isnt to far behind China which shows us that they can be quite a strong positive country.
Uncertainty Avoidance Index describes how people can mentally deal with people with anxiety  (Mindtools, 2018). In China the avoidance is 25 this is low this is really good (Hofstede Insights, 2018). In the United Emirates (Hofstede Insights, 2018) we can see that its 80 this is high I think its too high something needs to be done to help reach out to those who need it. In America it shows that its 46 (Hoftede Insights, 2018) which is average.
Long- Versus Short-Term Orientation this shows us what countries with long term orientation tend to be pragmatic and modest (Mindtools, 2018). As shown from (Hoftede Insights, 2018) in America the orientation dimension is 26 so they arent that very pragmatic. In China its 87 (Hofstede Insights, 2018) and in United Emirates shows no number (Hofstede Insights, 2018). China is very high so they show they are very hands on and good with dealing with situations. However, United Emirates have none which shows they arent pregmatic at tall.
Indulgence Versus Restraint is describing countries with high score encourages people’s emotions, to make them drive, to enjoy and live life to the fullest. With a low score they have less emphasis and gratification and more conducts and behaviour law and stricter with norms (Mindtools, 2018). For example in China 24 (Hofstede Insights, 2018) shows they arent very enthusiastic and In the United Emirates it shows us theres no number well you can just think for yourself (Hofstede Insights, 2018) and America is 68 (Hoftede Insights, 2018) shows that they are quite positive and enjoy with great emphasis. 
[bookmark: _Toc530598176]Conclusion 
Cultural differences are always present in the cultural identities of the people in different countries.  the examples provided for Dubai and China have revealed some of these differences.  Cultural identity can influence how people behave as it can impact on the rituals they perform and the values they follow according to their culture.  The cultural customs mentioned in this report are guidelines and not necessarily true of everyone within the culture.
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