Assessment 1 Creative Writing Option
Creative piece/creative response
Off the coast of Greece, a lone ship sails a board it a brave traveller looks to the shore with a cautious gaze and held a flute close to his chest. The flute was crafted by one of the muses known as Euterpe to help him on his quest. And then he heard it, a gentle start of a tune in the wind coming from the rocks, that’s when he noticed them, humans like creatures with colourful feathers and bird like wings and claws instead of hands or feet leaning out from the rocky shore looking at the boat as if it was their prey. The traveller knew what their goal was and knew he shall not bear the same fate as those who had fallen to their spell. The traveller started to play the flute that started to jumble the sounds of their song fortunately he remembered the warning his guide had told him and put wax in his ears so that he didn’t bear witness to what might come. However, the traveller did little in telling the crew about his plans and where they were headed and merely stated that they might want something to block out the noise. Then some of the men who didn’t head the traveller’s words started to scream in agony and fall to the ground as the sound of two muses power fighting against one another caused their ears to bleed. The boat swayed in the sea as the noise started to make the water around them to create violent waves and the stone perches of the sirens on the shore begin to crack. To escape the immense pain, they were suffering from men slowly one by one started to throw themselves into the violent sea to meet their demise. By the time the ship has past the sirens area of attack, the crew had already lost half of its men and when the rest looked to the traveller in grief and terror, the traveller’s face was cold and a void of emotion, exactly the same way as he was when he boarded the ship. The traveller showed no remorse for the ones who had fallen to the fight and snapped at the men that was left of the crew to quickly put themselves together and  there was no time for such emotions of weakness, that they should make haste at once unless they wished for the sirens to potentially follow them and that the ship be without a crew entirely as they suffer a just as painful death whilst he’ll survive and take the ship and complete his journey alone and with less inconvenience.
Essay portion 
Drew inspiration from homer’s the odyssey story about the sirens in book 12 and thought about if the people abord the ship hadn’t taken the precaution of beeswax in their ears to stop the sirens song “you must work bees wax until it is plastic and therewith stop the ears of your companions, so they do not hear a sound” (homer’s odyssey 12th book page 213). I found that this story in homer’s odyssey to be in a style of reading that I enjoy and find quite compelling and I could imagine what it would be like for them to be spoken out loud and read to people orally and imagine people being able to read it without it feeling to repetitive which I have found with some other mythological texts, this then inspired me to do my assignment on sirens because the research I was doing seemed more my style and mor compelling to me, as well as the fact that I can see myself writing in these styles. Then I thought more on my creative piece and got curious about what would happen when the power of 2 muses were used against each other, and its effect on people who can hear it clearly to which I have been unable to find any example of this being used anywhere when doing my research on the muses. I also kept my description of the sirens to be more accurate to who they’re described in the odyssey and less like more modern depictions of them with them looking like half sea creature instead of bird like to keep it more in line to the original mythology. I had an idea that hearing the power of the muses had been depicted as something so beautiful in most mentions of them in mythological stories, then would 2 muses fight cause the opposite affect resulting in something more horrific going by the ideology that 2 positives can make a negative. I also looked up the different muses and what their exact purpose is and found out about Euterpe and how they are the muse of the flute and that the main character in this creative response would have previously gained the flue before this part of his journey and knowing that the sirens already gained their powers through the muses before turning into sirens as it has been told in most versions of the myth. I decided to follow up on this question asking what the effects might be of hearing something like that and whether I wished to make it more exaggerated and extreme or something more like discomfort and looking into some more myths they tend to lead to quite heavy themes, so I went with a more exaggerated and painful sounding experience. I then looked more into the traveller on the boat and trying to develop him more into a fleshed-out part of the story rather than just an unknown seemingly uninteresting person in the story, because from reading more about myths I realised there aren’t usually any characters you get talked about in detail that don’t seem interesting. So, I created a character to seem on a similar journey as the character in homer’s story, however, make them more self-centred and less empathetic to produce a more morbid and darker tale where the reader gets the impression of him not caring much for human life if it meets his end goal. 
