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Objectivity and Subjectivity

Is the photograph what is depicted within it …

… or the conscious act of the person behind the camera? 



William Henry Fox Talbot



William Henry Fox Talbot



Louis Daguerre, Boulevard du Temple, (circa 1839/1839)
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“If your pictures aren't good enough, you're not close enough.”


Robert Capa










“If your pictures are not good enough, 
you aren’t reading enough.”
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Nilüfer Demir, Alan Kurdi, Bodrum, Turkey
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“[Photojournalism] really is the only branch of photography that's 
a credit to our profession. We see, we understand; we see more, 
we understand more.”






Robert Capa meets George Roger, 1943
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“The Indignity of Speaking for Others” 
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“I photograph to find out what something will look like photographed.” – Garry Winogrand

“In the end, maybe the correct language would be how the fact of 
putting four edges around a collection of information or facts 
transforms it. A photograph is not what was photographed, it’s 
something else.”

“There is nothing as mysterious as a fact clearly described I like to 
think of photographing as a two way act of respect. Respect for the 
medium, by letting it do what it does best, describe. And respect 
for the subject, by describing it as it is. A photograph must be 
responsible to both.”

“There are no photographs while I’m reloading”
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“A photograph is a secret about a secret. 
The more it tell you the less you know.”


Diane Arbus
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“I am at war with the obvious.”
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“The exposé, the compassion and outrage, 
of documentary fueled by the dedication to 
reform has shaded over into combinations 
of exoticism, tourism, voyeurism, 
psychologism and metaphysics, trophy 
hunting—and careerism.”
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Geert Van Kesteren, Why Mister, Why
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“Running through a lot of traditional photojournalism 
there is an overwhelming sense of... pictures that say 
something, that define something. I'm not trying to 
define things. I'm trying to explore things. I'm trying to 
ask questions.”


Alex Webb
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