A landscape report of The Ivy Bush, Lampeter.

The Ivy Bush is a public house situated in the town of Lampeter, Ceredigion in the west of Wales. Existing since before 1841, the public house has a continuous lineage dating from then (Ceredigion Local History Forum, 2016), and it is still open as of 2024. Situated on High Street opposite the monument on Harford Square, it is quite an unassuming terraced building that is in the heart of Lampeter. It is relatively small inside, being made of two rooms, and is traditional in its decor. 
Exterior of The Ivy Bush Inn (Morgan, 2024) 





















Interior of The Ivy Bush Inn (Coles, 2015)




The exact date of the opening of the Inn is unknown, although there exists evidence of the Inn in the nineteenth century (Lewis, 1997, p. 45) and the company is mentioned in census returns from 1841 (Ceredigion Local History Forum, 2016). Before the advent of railways within the county, Cardiganshire saw droves of cattle, sheep and pigs moving from Cardiganshire farms into South Wales and England for markets and agricultural fairs. Droving was a key aspect of the economy of Cardiganshire for centuries. (Morgan, 2006, p. 150). As the names of Drovers Lane and the bygone Drovers Arms in Lampeter indicate, Lampeter was a centre for droving. This droving industry had a great effect on the town of Lampeter in a number of ways. Due to its place as a droving community, transportation through and around Lampeter became important. The care of roads was directly related to this, as well kept roads were important for this industry. The roads in Lampeter were kept by two men at the beginning of the 20th century: Dafi’r Rhewl and Dai Bush, who was known by this name due to his frequency of attending The Ivy Bush (Lewis, 1997, p. 58). The Ivy Bush also had a connection with travelling in its stabling, where it is said that in its heyday the inn stabled twenty to thirty horses (Anon, 1905, cited in Ceredigion Local History Forum, 2016b). Other public houses played a key role in this industry, particularly the Black Lion Hotel, whereby animals were shoed with thin iron plates at Cae Pedoli, behind the hotel. The Drovers Arms, aptly named, also housed many drovers throughout the life of the business, which ceases to exist today (Lewis, 1997, p. 80). (Lampeter Agricultural Society, 2024)

Related to this topic is an event that never ceased to thrive the economy of Lampeter: the agricultural show. When the first show held in Lampeter was is unclear, but the first to be held by the Lampeter Agricultural Society was in October 1877, again, having ties with public houses by being hosted in a field behind the Black Lion Hotel (Lewis, 1997, p. 80). It was by far the most successful agricultural show in West Wales and still exists today, bringing custom to the town. The show developed into more than just a show for agriculture, but a large social event patronised by most if not all of the leading families and gentry of Mid Wales, including famously the influential Harford family (Lewis, 1997, p. 79). Competitions began being held there, being birthed from a concerted effort to bring more “festivity and razzamataz” to the show. This included a Brass Band competition, a description of the show said: 

The streets were thronged with bystanders who expressed their delight by clapping and cheering. The show had truly won its place in both the town and county calendar.

(Lampeter Agricultural Society, 2024)

Lampeter has a strong working class community, one that was supported by landowning families such as the Harfords’. Lampeter has gained quite a strong sense of community, partly originating from topics previously discussed. The town is very Welsh in every sense of the word, from its identity to its culture, language and politics. The constituency that represents the town in UK Parliament has been held by Plaid Cymru, the leading party of Welsh patriots and a driving force in the Welsh independence movement, since 2017 (UK Parliament, 2024). Moreso, the town has a high percentage of Welsh language speakers, with this being evident in Welsh language surveys whereby it was found that 57.7% of residents in Ceredigion spoke Welsh, which is considerably higher than the national 29.6%, with Ceredigion being the third highest percentage of Welsh speakers in Wales (Clark, 2024). 
Welsh nationalism is a movement that typically focuses on Wales becoming an independent nation separate from the United Kingdom, supporting the use of the Welsh language as the primary language of the nation, and anglophobia. The history of this movement is deep, with it being able to be traced back to the nonconformist movement in the 19th century, the rise of industrialisation at a similar time and by the beginning of the 20th century pride in being Welsh was reflected greatly amongst the nation, even by prime minister David Lloyd George and academics within universities across the nation (Morgan, 1971, pp. 155 - 159).
Unsurprisingly, Welsh nationalism has a history within Lampeter. Specifically, this essay will shift towards a particular group of Welsh nationalists that existed during the 1960s, and one that had ties with the town and a supposed connection with The Ivy Bush: The Free Wales Army (FWA). The FWA were formed in 1963, originally garnering media attention for their outcry of the highly controversial construction of manmade reservoir Llyn Celyn in Gwynedd, whereby the Cwm Celyn valley and Capel Celyn village were flooded to create the reservoir for the Liverpool City Council (National Library of Wales, 2015). On the day of the reservoir opening in 1965, FWA made their first public appearance in their militant uniform, and their badge based on the White Eagle of Snowdonia (Ebenezer, 2016). The group was never considered a legitimate threat however, with the lead members of the group being arrested in 1969 for threatening violence, with the Army being disbanded with these arrests (Brooke, 2019). Free Wales Army flag (Wikimedia, 2022)

The leader and figurehead of the FWA, Julien Cayo Evans, was born at Glandenys, Silian, a mansion two miles west of Lampeter. His father, John Cayo Evans, interestingly, was a professor at St David’s College, Lampeter. It is claimed by some sources that the FWA was formed in Lampeter (Welsh Socialist Republicanism, 2016), although this claim can not be proved, with interestingly more renowned sources such as the Dictionary of Welsh Biography failing to mention this fact (Ebenezer, 2016).
Due to the geographical location of Lampeter to where Cayo Evans was born, there does exist evidence of his political activity within Lampeter. Dic Edwards, a dramatist, author and poet, was attacked by Cayo Evans later in his life due to his creation of a play about Cayo Evans and the FWA (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2024). 
During observations of The Ivy Bush Inn that were conducted for this essay, the pub itself has an affinity for the Welsh nationalist movement. The first language of choice for virtually all in the Inn is Welsh, with English scarce being heard and Welsh being the default language for the regular goers of the Inn. According to local hearsay, it is said that The Ivy Bush Inn actually hosted FWA meetings, and there are regular goers of the Inn who will verbally attest to this. This however is not backed up by any written evidence, and Cayo Evans himself never publicly stated his attendance at this Inn. This is theorised however that perhaps the lack of written evidence could be due to the fact that these meetings were legally ambiguous, although this does not fit the typical narrative of the FWA claiming to have been primarily interested in media attention to their cause (Brooke, 2019; Ebenezer, 2016). In Cayo Evans’ obituary however, it describes a story of Cayo Evans in Lampeter: 

On Prince Charles's wedding day he was with a crowd in a Lampeter pub when a policeman put his head round the door - ``Don't worry," he said. "The terrorists aren't here.'' The FWA Commandant roared.

(Heath, 1995)

This is evidence of him attending public houses in Lampeter, probably in a political manner, but any names of particular public houses are not written. Therefore, whilst there is a lack of evidence of the FWA having ties with the Ivy Bush, it is quite possible that the rumours that survive today are true.  
Nationalism and Welsh identity are still apparent in modern day Lampeter. It is virtually impossible to walk too far without seeing a Welsh flag, with flags being flown consistently and considerably. There are numerous Welsh language shops, selling typically Welsh items such as traditional clothing and selling books written in the Welsh language. 
Tanygroes Rosettes (Morgan, 2024)

	More specifically, symbolism of the FWA can be seen within the town, and also a ‘Cofiwch Dreweryn’ graffito, another symbol of Welsh nationalism, meaning ‘Remember Dreweryn’ in English, in reference to the dam built in the Tryweryn river that caused the flooding to create the Llyn Celyn reservoir. YesCymru stickers have also been observed around the town for this essay, a non party affiliated modern day Welsh independence movement (YesCymru, no date). Free Wales Army symbolism (Morgan, 2024)
Siop y Smotyn Du (Morgan, 2024)
Cofiwch Dreweryn graffito (Morgan, 2024)

	In conclusion, the Ivy Bush Inn is a public house in Lampeter that has existed as a hub for social interaction for the best part of two hundred years. Lampeter as a town has a history of Welsh nationalism, specifically within the 1960s independence movement, and this nationalism that exists within the town is showcased in the modern day Ivy Bush Inn, and could have potentially been a place of meeting for the FWA. Welsh independence, Welsh nationalism and the Welsh language are all examples of cultural agency of Lampeter, and are ideas and ideals that are intrinsically linked with the culture and identity of the town, with it being unlikely to change within the near future. 
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