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Easy one 

This essay discusses how policing has evolved in recent years due to evidence collated from research following police malpractice and misconduct using a case study. The police’s practice and development are based on actions and results obtained from various incidences throughout all forces and working values should be from evidence-based practice.  
Misconduct is “a breach of police standards of professional behaviour” Ministry of Defence, 2017. Misconduct in this industry would be unprofessional behaviour by officers in their line of duty, for example, racism, harassment or abuse of their power. Malpractice is an “immoral, illegal or unethical professional conduct or neglect of professional duty” Collins, 2023. This means that malpractice could be a police officer not acting on a crime or deliberately omitting evidence, on purpose which is immoral and illegal.  

An example of gross misconduct occurred in March 2021 when a serving police officer, Wayne Couzens who was off duty at the time stopped Sarah Everard and told her she was in breach of covid 19 regulations so he would have to arrest her. Wayne had drawn and presented his warrant card to Sarah, when she complied with his commands Wayne handcuffed Sarah raped and strangled her before disposing of her body in woodland. Despite having multiple allegations of misconduct within the workplace during his career these were not investigated. This included allegations “in terms of drug abuse, extreme pornography and other offences of this kind” Sir Tom Winsow, 2021. 

Since Sarah’s murder the Metropolitan police force have “commissioned its own review of the culture and standards at the force" no author, 2022. The independent office for police conduct (IOPC) launched an investigation as to why the force had not investigated the allegations against Wayne Couzens earlier. Unethical behaviour may not be reported within the force due to the “stigma attached to being known as a ‘rat’ or snitch’ and the worry “colleagues may not come to the aid of a whistle-blower" Westmarland and Rowe, 2018. The Metropolitan police appointed Baroness Casey of Blackstock to “conduct a review of Met culture and standards in order to rebuild public trust”. Since these investigations, modern policing has evolved as several officers have now been investigated for gross misconduct from sending WhatsApp messages in a group chat with Wayne. Quote. It is very important that misconduct issues like these are addressed as they can “lead to adverse consequences for the employee, individual community members, the community and the profession” Fridell, Maskaly, Donner, 2021.  

In modern policing the reputation of the police force has been tarnished from these gross misconduct charges and the abuse of power that some officers have shown. The public confidence in the police needs to be significantly improved as results from a crime survey of England and Wales conducted in 2020 demonstrated that in the last two years “public confidence in the police has been on a downwards trend from 62% to 55%” Mynenko and Ditchham 2020. These statistics and other acts of misconduct has not only influenced the public’s opinions on the police it had also affected the police’s views on the job they are in, morale is low, older officers view their careers as a prison sentence and are counting down the days to retirement (Harry de Quetteville, 2022). 
The code of ethics which was introduced to the force in 2014 needs to “be at the heart of every policy, procedure, decision and action in policing” College of policing, 2022. There has also been a review of the ethics published 12TH January 2022.  

 As vigils and peaceful protests for violence against women were arranged following Sarah’s murder the Metropolitan police force said they could not take place due to lockdown restrictions, but an unofficial vigil took place where some of the women organisers were arrested and charged. The police were criticised by a court ruling for making arrests and their handling of the protestors and organisers involved. “The Mets actions were not in accordance with the law” Lord Justice Warby and Mr Justice Holgate, 2022. This has prompted many debates on how women feel unsafe and vulnerable and in December 2021 a new police framework was launched “priority action is to challenge sexism and misogyny in policing and to turn the tables so violent men feel under threat from police action” (National Police Chiefs’ Council 2021). All new policies and procedures need to be monitored and evaluated so that there can be definite evidence that the framework is working and being managed effectively.  

To conclude everything that has been discussed in the essay, past police malpractice and misconduct incidents have changed policing drastically over the years as the members of public had lost confidence within the police. The Wayne Couzens case had a massive impact on police practices and  has allowed other officers to have more confidence in coming forward with their experiences and views. The IOPC has had to investigate malpractice and misconduct within the police force, which as a result has shone light to several officers and forces being investigated. This will help to bring some confidence back to the police force as the officers which should not be in the police are being investigated and removed due to their actions. It takes time to build public trust but with the recognition of the problems and the investigations held and new policies and strategies put in place this allows for a more trustworthy and transparent police force.



Easy two

Media is any way of communicating and has been available in many forms over many years.  Now we have social media and web media it can be an immediate way of communicating with the public which may have positive benefits or negative results. When the public hear of local and worldwide achievements and celebrations this can have huge benefits for people's mental health and social interaction. Unfortunately, media coverage can have a very negative and traumatic effect and can make people view the world and local environment differently. Policing strategies evolve over many years as they must adapt in a changing society and from different incidents which have occurred.  Public protection requirements can therefore be different from force to force depending on many factors and are not always generic in policing.  

The public want to feel safe and protected within their own homes and local communities and when the media highlights high-risk individuals living in proximity it makes the community aware of the risks involved with them living close by especially if the risk would be to local children. This creates an anxious and fearful environment which can increase the risk of vigilante groups being evolved and rumours being spread which aren't true. The police need to have a team which investigates the risk to the public but also to the individual involved. Policing strategies need to ensure all human rights are taken into consideration and when someone's life might be in danger by another person “the police officers involved have an operational requirement to consider and balance this threat to life” Poolmann, Sarah, Wilshaw, Richard and Grace, Jamie (2019). Policing human rights can never be purely legislative but with the introduction of new laws for example Sarahs Law in 2010 and Clare's law in 2012 there has been a shift in the protection of individuals who are vulnerable in our society.  

The media can be beneficial with on-going investigations and assists in informing the public of what the police force are doing which all helps to keep the transparency of the service open and all police officers will at some point in their duty be called upon to provide information whilst keeping in mind the Freedom of information Act 2000 and the code of ethics. It is important to keep the information open as much as possible because the media could present inaccurate information to the public which can deter witnesses to come forward and assist police with their enquiries.  “Police forces have not realised the full potential of social media and that barriers to social media adoption exist” No author (2020). 
Easy three 

This essay will discuss whether early intervention would have a positive or negative effect when it comes to young people committing crime for the first time or when young people re-offend and how effective the process has worked in past. Early intervention is to “identify and provide effective early support to children and young people who are at risk of poor outcomes” (no author, 2023) and this is important to evaluate if this has prevented young people from offending in the first instance or re-offending again. 

Early interventions are an effective way of preventing young people from offending or re-offending, as there are “programs designed to provide supervision for youth” (Gill, 2016).  These programs help to provide guidance for young people to help them through making tough decisions and showing them the opportunities that are available to them. They are also beneficial as they prevent youths from entering the youth justice system, as if young offenders have not committed a serious crime, it provides a chance to address any behavioural issues which indicates the direction that they may lead if not guided to the right path. Early interventions began developing in the early 1990s by the government as a policy (Bate, 2017). This was developed to help young people at risk of committing crime which resulted in the rate of youth crime to fall since the early intervention programme was introduced in the early 1990s (Bateman, 2014). There was a 67% decrease in substantive disposal in 2012 when compared to 1992 as Bateman (2014) describes. These statistics show that the early intervention programme is absolutely necessary due to massive decrease in youths involved in crime. This not only helps the children themselves, but this also makes the community safer as there is less crime in the area. This will also help young people to have a better chance at a brighter future as they will have no criminal history.  

A crucial point of early intervention is to deliver “tough sanctions for non-compliance” as this is “necessary in order to change the behaviour of problem youth” (Blyth and Solomon, 2008). The main point of the early intervention systems is to change the way young people behave and act as this is the cause of all problems. Therefore, the system is to be direct and to provide tough sanctions as without showing the consequences young offenders may relapse and not change their method of thinking.  

Another type of early intervention is the youth offending services (YOS) otherwise known as the Youth Justice System (YJS) both work across England and Wales and they are responsible for “prevention of crime and antisocial behaviour by children and young people” (no author, no date). Both services work alongside young people and young offenders after been arrested by the police and support the families through this process and court systems. They will also help the offenders when they have been sentenced in custody. The services will run local crime prevention schemes to help prevent situations like this (no author, no date). These services will help to build connections between the young people and young offenders with the police services due to the early interventions working alongside the police. These approaches that the early intervention systems use will show the offenders that the police are trying to prevent them going into the criminal justice system but are also there to protect the community and to provide guidance and support when it comes to breaking the law. This show of guidance and support will hopefully decrease the number of young people who are arrested and brought into the justice system. 
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Easy four 
This essay will highlight if multi agencies approach to rehabilitating offenders is the most effective way of dealing with instances of crime, or whether or not there are more effective ways when it comes to dealing with crime. A comparison of the two strategies researched will be compared with an overall conclusion as to which strategy research quantifies as the better option of the two. 
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