Essay 1: In consultation with your class tutor, choose one country which has achieved political independence since 1945. Select and assess key developments in its pathway to independence and in its history since then. Describe and evaluate its position on the world stage today and comment critically on its prospects for the near future.
The scramble for Africa took place between 1885-1900 (Oxford Reference, 2010). This meant that colonialisation in Africa occurred at an alarming rate. In 1871, Germany became a united country under the leadership of Otto von Bismarck (1815-1898) (Britannica, 2022). This new united power wanted to exert its influence on the world stage by colonising. The Conference of Berlin in 1885 enabled colonial European powers to formally divide and claim African countries as their own colonial territories (Oxford Reference, 2010). The want to formalise the colonisation process was driven by commercial treaties (Oxford Reference, 2010). 
[bookmark: _Hlk120113747]European countries continued to colonise Africa as well as other countries in different continents. In 1931, the Statute of Westminster was introduced in British parliament. This Act of Parliament detailed independence of British dominions, which were predominately ‘white’ countries, from Britain (Statute of Westminster Act,1931). Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Ireland and Newfound all became independent states (Statute of Westminster Act,1931). 
[bookmark: _Int_FK70ffem]After World War Two, there was a strong movement to decolonise the British, Dutch and French empires (Thomas and Thompson, 2014). This campaign eventually reached Ghana. In 1957, Ghana was the first African country to gain independence (SAHO,2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_3Bk5r9TV]When discussing Ghana post independence specific issues and contentions need to be considered. Previously, in the academic sphere colonialism has been debated from a white male eurocentric perspective (Hobson, 2012). This calls into question the reliability and validity of previous scholarship on colonialisation. Efforts have been made to include authentic voice in this piece of work. Development theory has continued to progress post 1945. Theories such as modernisation, dependency and neo-liberalism theory have contributed to colonial/post-colonial thought and Ghanaian policy. The varying definitions of colonialism, post-colonialism, neo-colonialism is discussed and examined in relation to Ghanaian independence. 
Three key developments in Ghana’s history are central in its pathway to independence; the Burn’s constitution, the formation of the United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC) and the creation of the Convention People’s Party (CPP). On the world stage, Ghana will not accelerate until neo-colonial rulers are held accountable for their previous eurocentric colonial mistakes. Ghana’s lack of economic success is inherently related to neo-colonialism. However, Ghana has a promising education sector which is paving the way for future generations. 
[bookmark: _Int_PeB3Qb1g]This paper seeks to identify the key milestones in Ghana’s history that led to independence in 1957. It evaluates Ghana’s significance on the world stage since gaining independence from British colonial rule. The ongoing future prospects for Ghana as a neo-colonial country are examined as well. 
[bookmark: _Int_TsHBlcGU][bookmark: _Int_9r5dANe5][bookmark: _Int_5TJm7unV]Ghana has a long history of being colonised. Europeans first colonised Ghana in the fifteenth century, naming Ghana the ‘Gold Coast’ (Ghanaian Embassy Berlin, 2019). The Portuguese, Dutch, Swedes, Danes and British all claimed Ghana as a colony of their empire (Ghanaian Embassy Berlin, 2019). By 1874, only British colonial rule dominated the region (Ghanaian Embassy Berlin, 2019). It was not until March 1946, that the first key development in Ghana’s pathway to independence occurred. The Burns Constitution of 1946 enabled four people to be assigned onto the Executive Council (James, 2022, p.43). Three out of the four selected members were Africans (James, 2022, p.43 ). This constitution was implemented by Sir Alan Burns (1887-1980) who was the Governor of Ghana (James, 2022, p.43). At first glance, this seems a bold policy that is in favour of Ghana’s self-governance. However, C.L.R. James (1901-1989) describes the underlying impact of the constitution. James notes that even though African representation was present on the Executive and Legislative Council, the Governor, Sir Alan Burns still had ultimate control over policy making decisions (James,2022, p.43). This is a prime example of how colonial attitudes reinforce the idea of superiority over people. McPheeters even states the constitution “denied people the chance for acquiring political experience participation in government and administration” (McPheeters, 1975, p.37). In reality, nothing changed for the people of Ghana after the implementation of the Burns Constitution. British colonial rule still dominated all areas of society. The constitution being a failure was crucial in Ghana’s road to independence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120712520]The failure of the Burns Constitution led to the formation of the UGCC on the fourth of August 1947(Hove and Baku, 2015, p. 40). The creation of the UGCC was the second vital development in Ghana’s journey to freedom. The UGCC was the first nationalist political party in Ghana to exist (Ghanaian Museum, 2020). It was founded by six prominent figure heads in Ghanaian society, colloquially known as ‘the Big Six’ (Ghanaian Museum, 2020). One of whom was Kwame Nkrumah (1909-1972) who later became the first president of Ghana (Britannica, 2022). The UGCC travelled throughout Ghana and spread their message of freedom and anti-colonialism (Amamoo, 2011, p.88). This is significant because the UGCC was the first organisation to evoke Ghanaian nationalist dialogue on a wide scale. This is why the establishment of the UGCC was fundamental on Ghana’s road to full autonomy. Manu argues that the UGCC successfully raised awareness of Ghanaian self-governance. Between August 1947 and January 1948, membership to the UGCC had accelerated from 500 to 3,000 members (Manu, 1975, p.121). The purpose of the political party was to achieve political independence and overcome colonial rule quickly (Ghanaian Museum, 2020). They also called for the Chiefs of the Tribes of Ghana to be removed from the Legislative Council (Ghanaian Museum, 2020). This was because they themselves wanted to be on the Legislative Council so they could put Ghana’s independence on the global agenda (Ghanaian Museum, 2020). Unfortunately, the UGCC failed to deliver independence, though without the UGCC, Ghana’s liberation would not have happened. 
With the UGCC unable to deliver Ghanaian independence, this left an opposition gap in Ghana’s political sphere. In 1949, the CPP was formed (Rathborne, 2016, p.228). This was the last essential development in Ghana’s pathway to independence. Perhaps the reason behind the formation of the CPP was partially to do with the 1948 Accra riots (Ghanaian Museum, 2022). The Accra riots happened because the colonial police force killed three Ghanaian World War Two veterans during a peaceful and non-violent protest (Assante and Helbrecht, 2018, p.166). This continued to bring the dialogue against British colonial power in Ghana to the forefront of society. Maybe another reason the CPP was formed is because of the influence of the Pan- African movement. In 1945, Nkrumah went to Manchester, England to the fifth Pan-African congress (Nimako, 2010, p.54). Dunn explains how the congress focused on the broad and varied issues of colonialism (Dunn, 2011, p.501). The mission of the Pan-African movement was  to “provide an ideology for rallying Africans at home and abroad against colonialism, and the creation of colonial nation-states did not erase the idea of a united Africa” (Malisa and Nhengeze, 2018, p.2). This directly correlates with the CPP’s aim which was for Ghana to gain independent status now through ‘positive action’ (Boakye, 2022, p.332). Nkrumah was obviously influenced by the Pan-African movement, and this may have inspired him to found the CPP in 1949 (Nimako, 2010, p.58). The impact of the CPP forming meant that the 1951 Legislative Council election was the first political participation that everyone could vote in (Rathbone, 2000, p. 130). Universal suffrage was not possible in the 1925 Legislative Council election (Parliament of Ghana, 2022). The effect of this was that it kept anti-colonial rhetoric at the centre of politics in Ghana but also Britain in as its colonial power. This shows how important the CCP was at leading Ghana to self-governance. 
[bookmark: _Hlk121053145]Ghana’s position on the world stage currently can be seen through the Human Development Index (HDI). According to the HDI of 2021, Ghana is currently placed 133 out of 191 countries (UNDP, 2022). This shows Ghana’s current position on the world stage to be in the medium range of development (UNDP, 2022). For a country that has been independent since 1957, Frimpong and Budu claim more progress was expected (Frimpong and Budu, 2018,p.1). Nkrumah was the first president of post-independent Ghana between 1957-1966 (Kwasi, 2015 p.52). At the start of his leadership, he established a republic and followed socialist/nationalist governmental system (Fuller, 2014, p.16). Fuller says the way Nkrumah promoted Ghanaian values, patriotism and culture has influenced existing African history (Fuller, 2014, p.16). A socialist/nationalist government structure was an unusual way to govern in the late 1950s. In academia, many scholars had been examining how countries can develop most successfully and the factors that are needed to ensure state survival (Ortolano, 2015, p.662). This is perhaps because of the vast number of states that were becoming independent post World War Two and no longer had colonial ties. Also, maybe the West were worried that new free states would follow communism instead of Western ideals. One of the most influential scholars in this area was Walt Rostow (1916-2003) (Sidaway, 2006, p.211). In 1960, he wrote, The Stages of Economic Growth: A non-communist manifesto and put forward modernisation theory as being the best way to secure prosperity for countries (Rostow, 1959, p.15 ). This altered the way leaders, civilians and governments view the world. Even in the twenty-first century, Rostow’s model of development is still used, whether that is correct or not is open to discussion (Selwyn, 2015, p.513). Rostow’s indicates that five essential things are needed in order to retain an effective country; democratic society, economic growth, mass consumption, market based economy (Rostow, 1959, p.1). From his perspective, modernisation theory is critical to what makes a state develop. It must be considered that Rostow’s ideas come from a eurocentric viewpoint which does not allow for countries to be unique from the West. It maintains the standpoint that the West knows best and is most advanced on the global stage (Temin, 2022, p.1). Perhaps if Ghana had conformed to Western ideals and followed modernisation theory, Ghana would have quickly developed on the world stage. Countries like the United Kingdom went through a period of mass industrialisation which dramatically altered the economy (Tomlinson, 2016,p. 1). However, a significant post- colonial academic, Walter Rodney (1942-1980) specifically wrote on Europe’s connection with the continent of Africa. Rodney accentuates that eurocentrism purposefully exercised by colonial powers, both during and post independence, is the reason for underdevelopment in Africa (Rodney, 2018, p.32). This suggests that theories of economic development are not the underlining issue but the colonial powers themselves. Therefore, until ex-colonial powers have taken accountability for their actions, Ghana will not elevate further on the HDI or on the global stage. 
Presently, Ghana’s economy has only accomplished lower-middle income rank on the global stage (Diao and Hazell, 2019, p.19). This is because ex-colonial countries are still bound by colonial structures. The effects of this can still been seen through Ghana not being in a high economic position on the world stage. During Nkrumah’s governance he directly challenged economic instability via neo-colonialism. He argued neo-colonialism is built by former large colonies becoming independent (Nkrumah, 1965, p.13). This produces a small cohort of independent countries who do not have the economic, government and societal structures in place to function without colonial power (Nkrumah, 1965, p.13). For instance, the colonial power might provide security and foreign investment. This links newly independent countries and their colonisers together still (Nkrumah, 1965, p.13). He illustrates this through the example of foreign investment. Nkrumah states that foreign capital invested into a newly autonomous country is a way to exercise neo-colonial rule (Nkrumah, 1965, p.10). He says the effect of this is that inequality increases and the new free state gets actively exploited (Nkrumah, 1965, p.10). In truth, this means that neo-colonial countries have no real power of their own and there are not any structures in place to hold neo-colonial rulers accountable (Nkrumah, 1965, p.11). This was especially relevant in 1983 as Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank were implemented in Ghana (Agyemang, 2018, p.4). The SAPs rolled out in Ghana were centred around economic rescue (Agyemang, 2018, p.7) . The programmes focused on the privatisation of the public sector and increase in taxation (Agyemang, 2018, p.7). The IMF and World Bank thought that by this bankruptcy could be avoided (Agyemanh,2018, p.7). This reflects the scholarship of the time which was neo-liberal development theory because of the Washington Consensus. The question then must be discussed, if Ghana was a direct focus of the IMF and World Bank, why has Ghana not economically improved on a worldwide scale? This is where neo-colonialism can be visibly seen. Nkrumah expresses the view that neo-colonial countries can only benefit from development once neo-colonial rule is ended (Nkrumah, 2022, p.20). He says this because he has the opinion that any monetary aid for development just ends up in the hands of the neo-colonial ruler (Nkrumah, 1965, p.14) . This is because of the route of transaction (Nkrumah, 1965, p.14). The neo-colonial power is the one to provide monetary assistance (Nkrumah, 1965,  p.14). This is then given to the neo-colonial state and the neo-colonial master which is seen through an increase in profit (Nkrumah, 1965, p.14). This illudes to how neo-colonialism is the main reason as to why Ghana’s economy has not substantially improved. Perhaps foreign investment does not develop neo-colonial countries but actually ‘under develops’ them (Krishna, 2009, p.8). This reinforces the idea that Ghana’s economic position on the world stage is intrinsically correlated to neo-colonialism. 
Ghana’s prospects for the near future are looking promising. The education sector in Ghana has been profoundly enhanced. Skinner delves into Ghana’s educational sector history and policies. She examines Nkrumah’s policy of eradication of illiteracy from 1951 when he was leader of the CPP  (Skinner, 2011, p.299). Skinner considers that this policy was a central idea in Nkrumah’s socialist republic reforms for post-independent Ghana (Skinner, 2011, p.301). Regrettably, this was not attained during Nkrumah’s government. In 1964, the political structure of Ghana turned into a one party state which led to a military coup in 1966 (University of Central Arkansas, 2022). The removal and exiling of Nkrumah as president meant that from 1966 onwards, Ghana went through prolonged periods of political turmoil. Military and civilian rule often alternated (University of Central Arkansas, 2022). The impact of this is that educational reform was not a top priority for a long time. However, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have influenced Ghana’s educational changes (Darvas and Balwanz,2014, UN Ghana, 2022). The Ghanaian government has sustained finance for this vital sector since the 1990s which permitted free education to be introduced (Darvas and Balwanz, 2014, p.43). Research from Darvas and Balwanz implies that data from 2010/2011 shows that seven million children are enrolled in education since the start of the MDGs campaign (Darvas and Balwanz, 2014, p.39). This reinforces the fact that the future looks bright for future generations of Ghana. In the recent, United Nation’s Ghana newsletter, it notes that the African Union Chair Youth Envoy, Chido Mpemba had met with young Ghanaians (United Nations Ghana, 2022, p.4). They extensively spoke with her about the variety of twenty first century issues that affect Ghana (United Nations Ghana, 2022, p.4). This shows the impact of Ghana’s changes to the education system. It is clear to see that not just young people have benefited from the educational reforms but Ghana as a whole. Thus, this is why Ghana’s prospects for the near future look hopeful. 
To conclude , three key developments led Ghana to independence. C.L. R. James argues that the Burns constitution of 1946 was necessary in order for Ghana to gain independence from Britain. Manu maintains the position that the creation of the UGCC led Ghana to state freedom. The formation of the CPP coinciding with the Pan-African movement was central in Ghana’s pathway to liberation. Walter Rodney’s explanation of the connection between eurocentrism and underdevelopment in Africa is why Ghana currently is low on the HDI. This implies that reparations need to be made by ex-colonial powers in Ghana in order for Ghana to reach accelerated development. Nkrumah’s discovery of neo-colonialism highlights why Ghana’s economic status is not higher in 2022. This shows that neo-colonial countries are at systematic disadvantage on the world stage because they are still forcibly entrenched in colonial ways. Darvas and Balwanz’s research into MDG two, demonstrates that Ghana’s future is prosperous and the adjustments in the education system imply this. 
As a whole, development is not simply just about the HDI or economic success. Development should focus on justice, equality, equity and sustainability. Perhaps these four areas in development will create a thriving future for Ghana. In order for this to happen though, ex-colonial countries need to work in partnership with neo-colonial countries like Ghana to tackle the issues they face because of neo-colonialism, after all it’s the fault of the West not the global South. Maybe through the removal of neo-colonialism, the world will not be gripped by capitalism and globalisation. This could change the world for the better and neo-colonial countries like Ghana would stop being exploited by ex-colonial states. Ghana must be extra vigilant and wary of exploitation especially with the discovery of oil in Ghana (International Trade Administration, 2022). This is a way that countries could exercise new neo-colonial power. Overall, the Pan-African discourse Nkrumah installed in the first republic of Ghana is still vital to Ghana history, politics and culture. This movement could perhaps deliver  solutions to the problems of twenty-first century Ghana, Africa and the world. 
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