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	Target 1
	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.

	Target 2
	Endeavour to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.

	Target 3
	Ensure a critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.



ECAD4009 Learners, Schools and Communities:
Where am I teaching?

Throughout my life, I have developed assumptions and beliefs about teaching. These have been shaped by my personal experience in school, family and friends’ beliefs as well as my younger brothers experience in school. After starting this course; university, lecturers and my experience within my placement school have strengthened and challenged these assumptions. This will help confirm my assumptions and will influence my development into a professional teacher. Teachers beliefs and assumptions can have a positive or negative impact on the classroom as it influences the way in which the teacher decides to teach (Feeney, 2016). Zeichner and Gore (1990) suggest that teacher’s beliefs are firstly formed through educational experiences before teacher education. They then continue to develop through teacher education and throughout teaching in schools. These beliefs form a teacher’s identity which influences the way they teach and their professional behaviour (Vidović, 2019).

Learning through Play and the Environment 

One of my assumptions about being a teacher in the Foundation Phase is that learning through play is a key part of children’s development. I believe that creating an environment that encourages play is essential for children to learn. This assumption is based on my experience in schools and through my younger brothers. Different countries have different perspectives on play, therefore, this will have an influence on how the children play, how long they play for and what they play with which will have an impact on what they learn (Lillemyr, 2011).  

My assumption has been strengthened, through my placement school where play was an important aspect of their daily routine to help the children learn. Vygotsky (1986) believes that play is a crucial aspect which contributes to a child’s language development and understanding (Lillemyr, 2011).  

The school environment is an important aspect that can influence children’s play. Children must have access to a variety of resources within their school environment to enhance their play. Piaget (1936) highlighted that children need to explore and experiment for themselves. He believes that children develop an understanding of the world through interaction with the environment. Piaget (1936) suggests that the environment should promote cognitive and language development (McLeod, 2018). Maria Montessori’s (1897) theory supports my assumption as she believes learning through play is important. Montessori implies that children require choice, independence and need teachers to prepare an environment which will facilitate their learning (Isaacs, 2012).   

On the other hand, Tina Bruce (2011) believes that children practice what they have learned in their play as opposed to learning through play. She considers the importance for children to have the opportunity to replicate what they have learned, as it helps them ‘understand and bring meaning to their learning’ (Bruce, 2011). 

After considering different theorist beliefs and reflecting on my experience in school, my assumption has strengthened. I will set myself some targets linked to the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership. There are five professional standards which include effective pedagogy, collaboration, leadership, innovation and professional learning. I will ensure that there are lots of opportunities for children to explore and play in my classroom. I will use my innovation to plan and provide various resources within the classroom which are readily available for the children so they can access them independently. I will create a learning environment which is fun and exciting by using different methods to engage learners, whilst considering the different needs. I will reflect on my teaching so I can alter and improve my practice to improve learner outcomes (Welsh Government, 2019). These targets link with the professional standards to provide the best learning environment for learners to achieve. 

Support from Home and the Community

Before starting this course, I believed that support from home and the community was important to enhance progression in school. This assumption was based on my childhood experience in school and family members who support their children at home. Examples of this would be listening to them read daily and helping with numeracy in real-life situations such as shopping. 

This assumption was strengthened during my experience in my placement school. I identified several links between the school and home, which enable parents to support their child’s learning. The children take reading books home to develop their literacy skills with their parents. The teacher gives the children homework to reinforce what they have been learning at school. Pupils are expected to practice their spelling and times tables at home. Parent evenings are held so teachers can discuss ways for parents to support their child. The school website provides information about the topics that will be covered so parents can support their child at home. 

My placement school had various links with the community. Individuals from the local church attend assembly every Monday to teach the children a bible story. They ask the children for volunteers to help them act the story. The school choir visits the local care home, which helps them to respect the elderly. Volunteers from the community help with the breakfast club and after school clubs. On Saint David’s Day, some children go into the local community to sing with the male voice choir. Discussion with members of staff within the school proved to me that support from home and the community is essential in helping children’s development at school. Collaboration between parents and staff is required so they can learn from each other (Whalley, 2007). 
This assumption has been reinforced by Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) who believes that interactions between the learner and more knowledgeable other are essential for children to develop a better understanding than if they would without these interactions. He suggests that teachers need to create an active learning community where there are strong links between the learner, home and the community (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). Susan Isaacs and Margaret McMillan both believe that working with parents is essential for children to grow and develop (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). Froebel (1782 – 1852) believes that parents educate children first, therefore strong links should be made between home and school. He believes parents and teachers must work together to enhance the child’s progress at school (Athey, 2007).

My assumption has been supported by theorists and my experience in my placement school. I will set myself some targets linked to the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership. I will make sure that I find ways of developing links between the school, home and the community to enhance learner’s development. I will develop high-quality relationships with parents as this will have a positive impact on the children. By using collaboration, we will be able to work together to support learners and improve outcomes (Welsh Government, 2019). These will help me develop as a teacher and ensure that I am using good practice. I have chosen these targets because the Education Endowment Foundation states that parents play a vital role in supporting their child’s learning. The level of support provided by parents is linked with improved academic results (Education Endowment Foundation , 2018). 

Inclusive classroom 

Before beginning this course, I believed an inclusive classroom in the foundation phase was important for children to exceed and achieve their potential. This assumption is based on my childhood experience in school where there were children from all types of backgrounds. My primary school was inclusive regardless of the children’s age, ability, background, gender, religion or race. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This assumption has been strengthened through my experience within my placement school where everyone was included regardless of differences or Additional Learning Needs (ALN). For example, some children are from different backgrounds, some have different religions and beliefs, a child has selective mutism, a child has autism and children who have English as an Additional Language (EAL). All of which are included in every aspect of the school day. In the reading area, there was a book called ‘We are all different’ this helped the children to understand and accept their differences. It encouraged them to include everyone. Children have the right to be protected against discrimination and the right to an education (Save the Children, 2010). Creating an inclusive classroom for all ensures that both of these rights are met.

This assumption was reinforced after reading that educational disadvantage can affect an individual’s life chances such as employment opportunities (Thompson, 2011). This suggests that it is important to have an inclusive classroom so that everyone has the chance to achieve their potential, which will improve their employment opportunities in the future. 

Now that my assumption has been reinforced I will make some targets linking them to the professional standards for teaching and leadership. These targets will inform my practice and development into a professional teacher. I will ensure that I create a school environment which is inclusive for everyone. I will make sure that the way I teach includes everyone and meets the different needs of each learner, enabling them to achieve the best outcomes. I will reflect upon my teaching and adapt to suit the learners, so they succeed (Welsh Government, 2019). 

In conclusion, after embarking on this course and gaining experience in my placement school, my assumptions have been strengthened. Experience within my placement school, as well as discussion with members of staff, has proven that play, support from home and inclusive environments are important for learners to develop. I need to be aware that my assumptions may be incorrect and that they do not have a negative impact on my practice in the classroom. I also need to ensure that my practice is evidence-based and meets the professional standards for Teaching and Leadership to gain the best outcome for learners. 
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