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[bookmark: _GoBack]The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child consists of 52 articles focusing on every aspect of a child’s life. These articles cover every right that children are entitled to including economic, civil, social, cultural and political rights (Unicef, 2016). Every child is entitled to these rights no matter what their background, gender, race, religion or ability (Unicef, 2016). The first 42 articles consist of the rights for the child while the other 12 articles explain how governments and adults work together to make certain that children benefit from these rights. “In 2011 Wales became the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part of its domestic law” (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019). 




Article 3 - Every decision made should be in the best interest of the child (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019). 
Children should be informed on every decision made or any action taken that could affect them. “Decisions that are fully informed by Children’s own perspectives will be more relevant, more effective and more sustainable” (Gerison Lansdown, 2011, p.5).
Foundation Phase Framework (2015) aim to give all children and young people the best start in life, giving every child a basis to grow and develop. 
Everyone involved in a child’s life including parents, teachers or other professionals, should all work together effectively and positively to get the best outcome for that child. Wales UNCRC Monitoring Group (2016) recommend that all officials and professionals whose work is regulated by the Welsh Government, should have training to reach requirements in Article 3. 
A good relationship with the child’s family is crucial as this not only gives the child more support but it also gives the setting an insight on the child’s home life and their behaviour at home. For example, if the teachers are concerned about the child’s unsettling behaviour, they could contact the parents and discuss any ongoing issues at home. 
Every Child Matters support children and young people from birth up until the age of 19. The policy held five principles that every professional that worked with a child within a school or setting had to follow to ensure every child had the best start in life, these policies included; to be healthy, to stay safe, to achieve economic wellbeing, to make a positive contribution and to enjoy and achieve. (Engage in learning, 2019).







































Article 29 - Education must have a goal for every child to develop their talents, personalities and abilities as much as possible (UNICEF, 1990).
One of the key principles of the Children’s Rights Approach in Wales (2019) is to ensure all children have equal opportunities for them to be the best possible version of themselves. 
Children Commissioners for Wales (2017) suggest that every school should ensure that their school policies are consistent with the UNCRC. By following the rights for children within the UNCRC, this will ensure every child has the possibility to develop their personalities and abilities to their full potential. 
Every child is different; therefore, every goal may be different. Through observation and planning, settings can see the needs of their children as well as their strengths and weaknesses. Teachers and key workers can then work together to see what is best for each child and ask questions such as; how can we encourage children with quieter personalities to have more confidence? What aspects of the work are they struggling with? They can then look into any further support needed for children, working together with other professionals to ensure all children thrive in education. For example, a child with Autism Spectrum Disorder may be struggling to settle in with the other children, the teacher, key worker, parent and other professional including Speech and Language Therapist and the school SENCO (Special Education Needs Co-Ordinator) could create a unique plan for that child, focusing on their strengths and weaknesses to reach their end goal. 
Foundation Phase Framework – “Children should be at the heart of any planned curriculum” (Curriculum for Wales, 2015). Children should have opportunities to learn through child-initiated activities as well as structured learning by practitioners. Practitioners can create and plan an appropriate curriculum for children at different stages of their development (Curriculum for Wales, 2015). 
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Article 23 - Every child with a disability has the right to support and special care to live their life to the fullest (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019). 
Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2016) states that everyone should be given the opportunity to have their needs looked at, while receiving help and support from care services and local authority social services.
Children in Wales (2014) works hard to ensure the rights and needs of disabled children and young people are met, while guaranteeing they make a difference in their lives. Children in Wales are currently working in areas including; Co-ordinating the Disabled Children Policy Group, supporting the development of Early Support in Wales for children under 5 and delivering a series of training courses relating to disability issues. Together 4 Rights (2014) gives young disabled people in Wales from the age of 11-19, opportunities to meet each other, learn what rights they are intitled to, support for them to grow their confidence to have their own voice and be able to contribute to decision making. 
Humanity & Inclusion (2018) focus on ensuring people with disabilities have access to social services, health care and education. Children and young people with disabilities should have equal opportunities, services and rights, all while being protected against discrimination and neglect. 
Services are offered by Early Years Inclusion Team for children up to 5 years old, who have additional learning needs. They can provide support and advice to families to ensure the child has a smooth transition into the setting. The team aims to provide assessments for the child, arranging risk assessment and medical training for the setting and works with health organisations and other professionals (Cardiff Council, 2019).  
The Equality Act 2010 – every child with a disability should have access to their school, an accessibility plan should be in place by local authorities (Children’s Commissioners for Wales, 2016). 

























Article 12 – Every child has the right to say or express what they believe, and to have their opinion taken into account. 
UNICEF (2010) state that Article 3 cannot be carried out without consideration for Article 12, this is because Article 3 holds the objective to achieve the child’s best interests, while Article 12 concentrates on how to reach this determination. 
The Right Way: A Children’s Rights Approach to Education in Wales aims for authorities to empower children, giving children opportunities to voice their opinions and help make decisions that could affect their lives, the community and their school. Giving children these opportunities to communicate with teachers and professionals will help build their trust. Authorities are encouraged to help children understand how their voice will make a difference (Children Commissioner’s for Wales, 2017).
The Children and Young People’s National Participation Standards (2016) support children in having a voice, helping with decisions and build their confidence while working together in a safe and enjoyable way. Children receive feedback on how their thoughts and ideas have helped make a difference. 
SNAP Cymru (2019) believe that 1 of the 7 core aims for children and young people in Wales, is that every child is listened to and treated with respect. 
Young Wales project – A Welsh Government funded project, working together with forums, councils and youth groups to project the voice of the children and young people to help influence policies, programmes and legislations. The project uses social media to connect to children and young people who are shy, secluded or unconfident encouraging them to also have a voice (Welsh Government, 2016)
As part of the Children and Young Peoples Participation in Wales, Carmarthenshire authorities ensure all children and young people who are home educated, are supplied with UNCRC information and all participation opportunities (Welsh Government, 2016).
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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

consists of 52 articles focusing on every aspect of a child’s life. 

These articles cover every right that children are entitled to including economic, civil, social, cultural and political rights (Unicef, 

2016). Every child is entitled to these rights no matter what their background, gender, race, religion or ability (Unicef, 2016). The 

first 42 articles consist of the rights for the child while the other 12 articles explain how governments and adults work together to 

make certain that children benefit from these rights. “In 2011 Wales became the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part 

of its domestic law” (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019). 

 

Article  3   -   Every decision made should be in the  best interest of the child   ( Children’s  Commissioner   for Wales,  2019).     Children should be informed on every decision mad e  or any  action taken that could affect them.  “ Decisions that are fully informed by Children’s  own perspectives will be more relevant, more effective a nd more sustainable”  (Gerison  Lansdown, 2011 , p.5 ).   Foundation Phase Framework   (2015) aim to give all children and young people the best start in life, giving every child a basis to grow and  develop.    Everyone involved in a  child’s   life  including  parents, teachers or  other professionals,  should all work together  effectively and posi tively  to get  the best outcome for  that child.  Wales UN CRC Monitoring Group (2016) recommend that all officials a nd professionals  whose work is regulated  by the Welsh Go vernment, should have training to reach requirements  in Article 3.     A good  relationship   with   the  child’s   family is crucial  as this  not only  gives the child more s upport but it   also   gives the  setting an insight on the  child’s home life and  their   behav iour   at home. For  example,   if  the teachers are concerned about the child ’s  unsettling  behaviour,   they could  contact the parents and discuss any ongoing issues at home.    Every Child Matters  support children and young people from birth up until the age of 19 . Th e policy held five principles that every professional   that worked with  a child within a  school or setting had to follow to ensure every child had the best start in life , these policies included; to be  healthy,  to stay safe, to achieve economic wellbeing, to make a positive contribution and to enjoy and achieve .   ( Engage in learning , 2019).                                

Article 29 - Education must have a goal for every child to develop their talents, 

personalities and abilities as much as possible (UNICEF, 1990). 

One of the key principles of the Children’s Rights Approach in Wales (2019) is to ensure all children have equal opportunities 

for them to be the best possible version of themselves.  

Children Commissioners for Wales (2017) suggest that every school should ensure that their school policies are consistent with 

the UNCRC. By following the rights for children within the UNCRC, this will ensure every child has the possibility to develop 

their personalities and abilities to their full potential.  

Every child is different; therefore, every goal may be different. Through observation and planning, settings can see the needs 

of their children as well as their strengths and weaknesses. Teachers and key workers can then work together to see what is best 

for each child and ask questions such as; how can we encourage children with quieter personalities to have more confidence? 

What aspects of the work are they struggling with? They can then look into any further support needed for children, working 

together with other professionals to ensure all children thrive in education. For example, a child with Autism Spectrum Disorder 

may be struggling to settle in with the other children, the teacher, key worker, parent and other professional including Speech 

and Language Therapist and the school SENCO (Special Education Needs Co-Ordinator) could create a unique plan for that 

child, focusing on their strengths and weaknesses to reach their end goal.  

Foundation Phase Framework – “Children should be at the heart of any planned curriculum” (Curriculum for Wales, 2015). 

Children should have opportunities to learn through child-initiated activities as well as structured learning by practitioners. 

Practitioners can create and plan an appropriate curriculum for children at different stages of their development (Curriculum 

for Wales, 2015).  

       

