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susanafabre
Sticky Note
-Born in France 1947.
-Began to study philosophy in Dijon 1966
-From ’73 to ’75 worked in Abidjan in the Ivory Coast for a French development aid agency, Augé had been its director until 1970.
-From ’75 to ’77 worked at the Salk Institute in California where he wrote Laboratory Life with Steve Woolgar pioneering ‘anthropology of science.’

His work and ANT has considerable influence in the ‘social sciences’ recognition of the agency of things and the ‘entangled’ ontologies of subjects and objects.’ (Conty, 2018, p.74)



KEY CONCEPTS
Actor-Network Theory


Exegesis


Intermediaries-Mediators


Hybrids


Quasi-objects


Symmetry/The Great Divide


ANTHROPOLOGY!




LABORATORY LIFE

susanafabre
Sticky Note
-To carry no preconceptions of what constitutes knowledge.
-Assume the role of an ethnologist in a laboratory to learn how scientific facts are constructed.
-Conduct symmetrical anthropology treats the representation of humans and nonhumans together.
-Allow outsiders to understand how scientific knowledge is no more extraordinary than any other. 
-Suggests there are no a priory reasons for ‘supposing that scientists' practice is any more rational than that of outsiders.’ (Latour, 1979 p.30)
-Science does not produce itself scientifically any more than technology produces itself technologically or economy economically. They make good nouns but terrible verbs. (Latour, 1991, p.116)




BEING MODERN

Time


Victors 


Translation 


Purification
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Sticky Note
-Modernity designates a new regime
an acceleration
a rupture
a revolution in time
Which defines, by contrast, an archaic and stable past 
-Modernity is doubly asymmetrical: 
it designates a break in the regular passage of time, 
and it designates a combat in which there are victors and vanquished.

-Everything has become contemporary

Modernity and two sets of entirely different practices:
Translation leads to the emergence of hybrid networks and objects, mixtures of nature and culture. 
Purification produces two completely separate ontological domains— humans and nonhumans on

The new constitution would give due consideration to nonhuman actors.

The human being is no longer understood as exceptional 
-rather than an autonomous creature somehow standing apart from material conditions and relations
-is part of and dependent upon a web of material relations.

-Ecological crisis: Inanimate matter is also politically active

Addressing the Anthropocene with a politics of delegation means all nonhuman actors require a human delegate to speak.
Results again in politics that is artificial and exclusively human. 






ASSYMETRY
THE GREAT DIVIDE
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-Shows how closely nature and society, the human and nonhuman are entwined—SYMMETRY

-‘By the Great Divide is meant the summary of all the accusation processes that are made from within scientific networks against their outside’ (Latour, 1987 p.211)

-Moderns had to think of themselves as absolutely different, they had to invent the Great Divide 
The Great Divide between Us and Them comes from a prior Great divide, between humans and nonhumans.

-Knowledge-based on a complete asymmetry between the sciences and other beliefs.





ANT
Actor-Network


Intermediaries

Mediators
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-Science in Action, begins to set the foundations for ANT.
Aims to rebuild social theory out of networks.

-Understands all matter as forces or ‘actants’ which assemble into collectivities to express interdependent agency.

Intermediary: transports meaning without transformation. 
Mediator: transform, translate, distort and modify the meaning of the elements they are supposed to carry. 
A properly functioning computer is a good example of a complicated intermediary. A banal conversation can become a terrible chain of mediators.

Actors ACT, they don’t just ‘sit there’

Emphasises ANT is not an empty claim about objects doing things instead of human actors.
BUT that any social science should begin by a thorough exploration of who and what participates a social action.

BUT
-A network is not made of nylon thread, words or any durable substance but is the trace left behind by some moving agent
-Internet changed the meaning of ‘network’





MOVEMENT
Rhizomes
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-Calls for a recall of ANT, but can’t recall it.
-Deleuze’s and Guattari's term rhizome. Transformation.
-ANT should really be called ‘actant-rhizome ontology.’
-A method and not a theory, a way to travel from one spot to the next



ANTHROPOLOGY
The common world
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Revolutionary Time: The Great Simplificator
Cohabitation Time: The Great Complicator
Space has replaced time as the main ordering principle

The questions are no longer: “Are you going to disappear soon?” 
An entirely new set of questions has now emerged: “Can we cohabitate with you?” (Latour, 2004, p.30)

Considers the ‘real anthropologists’ are still happily asymmetrical. Should make broader claims.

‘While philosophy as a field was totally dependent on the concept of modernity, it appeared to me that anthropology could be an entry into the contemporary: precisely because it took ontology seriously at last. Not as symbolic representation. Not as those beliefs left on the wrong side of the modernizing frontier. But as life and death struggle to have the right to stand in one’s own time and place.’ (Latour, 2017, p.15)
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