Content:
Good morning, my name is Ellie Howell and my student ID number is 2004488.  Today I will be discussing, how children with specific learning needs can benefit from receiving early intervention of learning strategies. 

Abstract:
  This presentation explores whether Makaton is an effective strategy to use to support children with additional learning needs, to enable them to be able to communicate verbally thereby improving their learning and developmental outcomes. 
     Makaton, was developed initially to meet the requirements of children with hearing impairments. It is currently utilized in special education classes to facilitate communication in children with learning impairment and autism (Tissot and Evans, 2003). 

Literature review:

   According to (Makaton.org, 2011) Makaton is a one-of-a-kind language curriculum that allows individuals to communicate by using symbols, signs and voice. It promotes the development of the fundamental needs of basic communication such as listening, understanding and self- expression. Makaton is used in partnership with speech. 
According to the Additional Learning Needs Code for Wales, 2021 a person with specific needs is considered as someone who has a cognitive impairment, a medical difficulty, or disability, which affects their physical, intellectual or sensory ability.  Research shows that Makaton is used on a daily basis within specific needs schools and is slowly being introduced within mainstream schools. It is an aid to encourage speech. (Sheeby and Duffy, 2009, pg. 95). 

Today, over 100,000 children and adults use Makaton as their primary mode of communication or in conjunction with speech. Makaton is used by teachers, health professionals, family, friends, caregivers, and others to assist people and children with communication and learning needs.It is also beneficial for those who speak English as a second language (Sense.org.uk, 2021).

According (Roulstone et al., n.d.) some people with nonverbal autism or children who have trouble communicating may discover that Makaton signs and symbols assist them in speaking.
Signs are used in conjunction with speech to offer additional visual support for what someone is saying.

According to research, some autistic children prefer to communicate using PECS 
[bookmark: _GoBack](Picture Exchange Communication System). 
Makaton symbols can be used in conjunction with PECS.

The (I CAN Charity, 2021) advocates the use of Makaton in mainstream schools as it assists all children with communication when starting school to  
‘make the connection between spoken words and their meaning.’ The use of Makaton slows the pace of communication, allowing the ten seconds thinking time early years learners need. 
According to Source Mag, 2020) Early years learners benefit from a variety of communication methods, both verbal and non-verbal. Simon Harvey the founder of British sign Uk, stated that the use of Makaton expands and enhances their interaction and attention span making it ‘a great way to learn about non-verbal communication methods in general.’
In November 2019 a petition was made to the Welsh government requesting that Makaton be used in all Welsh schools. Despite the government’s acknowledgement of Makaton as a ‘valuable communication tool’ it was not recognised as a language, though it could be ‘explored through personal and social education.’ (Petitions - UK Government and Parliament, 2017)

When conducting research for this project there were very few documents referring to learning through the medium of Makaton and it was not widely talked about, however there were several documents regarding children with additional learning needs.   Due to the lack of information regarding Makaton I propose an observational study, to analyse whether children with additional learning needs learn best through Makaton. 
  Methodology:
Within this research project I will ensure that I follow the UNCRC document. I will ensure that each child has a freedom of opinion and that their views are valued and listened to. In accordance with article 12. I will ensure that I follow article 13, to enable the children to express themselves without any judgement (UNICEF, 1989)

For this research project, there will be two groups, of children within a reception class. The first group will be taught through the medium of Makaton, the second group will be following the normal curriculum of the school. My sample will be primary children aged 3-5 within a school setting. The sample, is defined as a small group, demonstrating the quality, and style of an assessment. (Dictionary, 2021). 
When conducting research, I must ensure that I don’t disadvantage any children participating in the project. A pilot group will be conducted in one setting and then hopefully transferred to all school in the area to avoid other children missing out within their development. It is important to conduct a pilot study first, to test out the research before expanding to a wider perspective (Hassan, Schattner and Mazza, 2006). 

 The study will be longitudinal as, after the pilot is complete I will continue the research extending it to other school settings within the area.  According to Thomas, 2020 a longitudinal study occurs over a long time period, in order to evaluate the same people over and over again to detect any changes that may have occurred. Early years children encounter many transitions and these will naturally have an impact. In addition, additional learning needs may present. 

 To make sure this project has parity the groups will be alternated   to ensure that no child will be disadvantaged in their learning development. Li et al,2016
 

I have used triangulation within this project, which refers to the utilization of various methodological resources. . (Denzin, 2009; Merriam and Tisdell, 2016; Thurmond, 2001). The rationale for this is to gather a deeper insight and knowledge of my research groupThe methods used will form part of my primary research, including interviews with parents and teachers so that they can share their opinion on whether the children’s development has increased since using Makaton. I will also observe the children within the two small groups and compare which children gained a wider knowledge. The involvement of all-important people in the child’s life will ensure a holistic view of the child. 

When the research has concluded the parents and teachers of these groups will be asked to participate in an interview, where they can voice their thoughts and views on their child’s progress. 
The rationale for this is, that I can assess the children, and compare the 2 groups to ascertain if communication through the medium of Makaton resulted in improved communication skills. The interview will generate qualitative data, which according to (Aspers and Corte, 2019) is information that provides insight, rather than numerical data. I will ensure that any questions are open ended to ensure accurate and non-biased results. I have chosen this method as my research is observational and person- centered, 
Within this project, confidentiality is key. Consent forms requesting details  of their children will be given to parents to complete. According to Warwick.ac.uk, 2021 when children are unable to comprehend and offer informed consent, permission should be sought from their parents. 
  I will ensure the consent is informed by detailing the research method and the participatory role of their child. I will assure them  all data will be kept confidential and secure and they can  with draw from the project at any time. 

Conclusion:

Thank you for listening to me today. I hope you will consider my research proposal to provide  Makaton to all  mainstream Early years students. 
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