
Defining Your Research Topic



DISSERTATION ASSESSMENT COMPONENT: Please review 
the submission deadlines which could be found in the 
LCMB7035's assessment brief

• 1. Proposal - 2000 words

• Students are required to produce a viable research proposal 
that provides a persuasive and convincing argument for the 
research to be undertaken, clear aims and objectives and an 
understanding of research design and project management.

• Total word count – 2000 words or equivalent

• 2. An ethics form must be submitted and approved before the 
data collection process could be started.

• The submission links are found in the LCMB7035 Dissertation 
module.

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/resource/view.php?id=587529






Souce: Grad Coach





Limitations and directions for

future research















An example:
• General Topic: Time management
• Matchmaker: Time management and college students; Time 

management and entrepreneurship 
• Variable keywords: MBA students Undergraduate students 
• Mutual Relationships: Impact or effect
• Working Topic: Impact of time management on MBA students
• Ask questions! 
• Impact - what type of impact? Effect - how is it affecting these students? 

Time management - what type of time management? MBA students - 
who are they? Ethnicity? Age? Race? Region? Studying?

• Your Refined working topic: __________________________ 





Let’s practice:

• Determine which ones 
are suitable for 
research (multiple 
choices)

• Also think about why 
they are suitable or not

• Ready to share your 
thoughts!



There comes to our choices. 
Always reflect on how you can better narrow and define the research scope.















It’s your turn

• Work in pairs (2-3 students)
• Do your topic hunting by your own and write down your 

refined topic (1 or 2)
• Discuss with your pairs
• Give feedback to your pair, help them evaluate the 

capability and appropriateness of the selected topic
• Record your questions/debates – we’ll have a Q&A





Recommendation for your to have a 
systematic view of research methods:

• Mark Saunders on Research Methods - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_UewNY2s_urz1LtnIW5YHg


Prepare for Our Next Session 
(Week 3)
• Your homework: Define and confirm your research topic
• Bring it to our next session
• Ready for writing your research proposal
• The proposal submission is due during Week 5
• Any questions?
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