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Inequality in regards to poverty 

There has been issues within society in regards to poverty for as long as can be remembered. Due to this charities have emerged to combat the issue. Child Poverty Action Group was created to ensure that aspects within society were addressed and improved. The charity persuaded changes such as minimum wage, adequate benefits and social changes to improve the emerging issues (Thane and Davidson, 2016). 

Whilst there is evidence which shows that society has improved the conditions of those living in poverty and the inequalities they face in today’s society compared to those in the history. There is also evidence which prove that there is still areas in need of improvement. As explained in Cribb et al (2018) the lack of changes to the system allows inequality to grow. The direct tax and benefit system has not changed but society’s inflation carries on increasing. The issue is exacerbated when earning growth levels increase and the tax threshold is changed to accommodate these factors. This widens the gap of poverty to which individuals will begin to fall under and the struggle of leaving this status is increased. This fact would create an increase in inequality and result in poverty which would require the next few years to recover from.  Whilst this is argued, there is evidence which shows that this circumstance may allow the individuals receiving the increased earnings from being as close to the poverty from status. 

This circumstance is known to impact children highly, according to Dickerson and Popli (2016) the cognitive development of children in poverty is impacted. The role of family background in regards to poverty and the development of a child can be argued due to the opportunity to perform parenting techniques due to added stresses. There is also inequality in regards to a child educational opportunity, with evidence showing a lack of learning and development. Armstrong (2018) supports the statement of the added stresses for those in poverty as it is found that 312,000 children would face destitution at some point of the year. These individuals are residing in the world’s fifth-largest economy but would face barriers to receive basic human requirements such as food, shelter and warmth. 

Whilst it has been shown that basic human needs suggested as factors facing these individuals. Featherstone et al (2019) argues that addiction and mental health problems are the issues that are the most impactful issues facing children in this environment. These social concerns cause children personal issues which affect their current lifestyle and aspects of their adulthood. These environments have been scrutinised by many with an aim to blaming a source for the failings. The former Education Secretary has argued that the circumstance is due to the family dynamics of the child. Gove believes that the parents of the child has a responsibility to prevent the social factor from impacting on the child. He backs this statement by stating that the social factors play a very limited role due to the lack of control in their environment, this absolves the government of responsibility according to him. Due to this Gupta (2017) has concluded that to prevent further neglect from the parents that the child should be rescued to prevent further damage.  This statement would require major services as Butler (2018) declares that there are 4.5 million children living below the breadline. These statistics are cause for concern due to more than half of these children having been in this environment for years. 

To support these individuals the Welsh Government (2019) invested £800k in the School Holiday Enrichment Programme. This programme provides children from disadvantaged areas who are often in poverty the opportunity to be active, eat healthily and develop social skills. This scheme offers to support 3,720 children across Wales. Due to the success the scheme allowed the holiday hunger programme. This programme focuses to improve nutrition and wellbeing over the summer holidays. By providing the experience the child is able to benefit through receiving proper nutrition and knowledge of the importance. The importance of a child’s nutrition has be classed as important for the government which instigated the need for free school meals for children from poorer households. This scheme allowed the children to receive the nutritional requirements which they may have been lacking.  Whilst this scheme aimed to close the difference of those from poorer families, there was an inequality and stigma to occur due to the realisation that only poorer children qualified (Elliott and Hore, 2016).

As stated previously inequality in regards to poverty is highlighted within school settings. As Sibieta (2019) mentions there is an evidence which shows that individuals from deprivation attain lower levels of performance. This statistics is followed by the evidence which states that those from minority ethnic groups living in deprivation and even more likely to attain lower results. The performance of these individuals does not improve as Von Widekind (2019) states. The amount of individuals from low socioeconomic backgrounds entering higher education is a considerably lower amount. These statistics decreases further when focusing on prestigious institutions despite the individuals having equivalent qualifications.  Due to these statistics the Government has declared that there is an aim to increase the school funding with the ambition to close the opportunity gap which will allow every child the same opportunities (Weale, 2019). This will be supported by allowing teachers greater powers to deal with bad behaviour and bullying which will prevent any inequality hate. The aim to improve these results has been extended, to improve the circumstances of school leavers and young adults. By introducing Young Person’s Guarantee, the government supply individuals with the opportunity to access employment. This scheme was successful due to Future Jobs Fund which was an intervention which to ensure employment for young people (Sage, 2016). By implementing these results it prevents further poverty for young people from these backgrounds. 

It is evident from sources that there is a desire to prevent inequality for those in poverty. Schemes and charities in place with the objectives to support those in need with the aim of preventing further poverty. Whilst there is evidence which supports this, there are statements such as such as educational records which show that further support needs to improve the everlasting gap between those from deprived family settings and those who are not. This has rippling effects throughout society due to previous evidence which states that these individuals are then unlikely to proceed to higher education, be in employment and fall back into poverty. 
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