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Micro-teach Reflection
Lesson Planning
For my micro-teach, I conducted a 30-minute lesson introducing web development. I originally intended to teach a Photoshop class, which learners expressed interest prior. However, I discovered through research that PCET students at the university cannot access Adobe Creative Cloud licenses.
This is where web development is ideal. I selected it as the next best topic for teaching because it does not demand paid software for a basic website, needs minimal prior web development knowledge, aligns with my proficiency, and reflects the subjects I will likely teach during my placement.
Honey and Mumford's learning styles questionnaire was conducted earlier, enabling me to tailor the lesson to their learning preferences as activists. Rosewell (2005) states that individuals who operate as activists acquire knowledge by acting; they frequently act without considering the effects (Rosewell, 2025, p.1). This resulted in my lesson plan, which involved a brief topic introduction followed by immediate engagement in the web development activity. I found that this approach effectively sustained learner interest with ongoing interaction.
Delivering The Lesson
Part 1 – Unplanned Icebreaker
Feelings and Delivery
My excitement stemmed from prior teaching experience in a different course when delivering the lesson. My nerves primarily revolved around recalling swiftly and presenting information from memory. Consequently, I over-prepared the lesson with a pre-compiled website for the web development activity, which ultimately went unused.
I also harboured some concern about the lesson due to one learner's absence, leaving just two participants. This prompted me to add a pre-lesson icebreaker, where students were tasked with finding and discussing one exemplary and one subpar website, consuming a significant portion of our time and leaving limited room for the primary and concluding activities.

Feedback
I agree with my observer’s feedback that I should have done the icebreaker activity after introducing the topic and learning objectives as I found from Teach-This.com it might have led to some confusion as it resulted in the learners not being ready as they were no familiar with the topic making it harder for them to achieve my intended end goals (Teach-This.com, n.d.). 
In addition, it did not provide the learners with a hook to intrigue them into the topic or provide any prior knowledge that could have fed into the lessons learning, which the NSW Government (2022) states in their online education resources is a vital aspect of the beginning of the lesson (NSW Government, 2022). 
After a week, I gained further feedback from one of the learners present in the lesson. The feedback surrounded the icebreaker where they stated that since conducting the activity, they have not been able to unsee bad website design, which has led me to believe that I may have inadvertently applied a form of classical conditioning, which, as stated by Mcleod’s (2021) research, classical conditioning involves acquiring knowledge by association (Mcleod. 2023). In this context, the association could be the example of bad website design I showed, which had many visual stimuli that showed prominent bad design and practice.
Part 2 – The Presentation
Feelings and Delivery
Following the introduction, I led several chalk and talk activities before introducing the new topics. I did this to gauge how much existing knowledge the learners already knew. I also decided that this would be the best way to estimate existing knowledge based on work by Singh and Phoon (2021), where they state that compared to various learning strategies, chalk talks involve fewer lesson rearrangements and enable lecturers to move around and interact with the learners instead of being restricted (Singh and Phoon, 2021).
However, on the day, this did not work out as expected. It ended up only working on the first attempt when talking about HTTP, with further attempts leading to minor to no feedback from the learners. However, this worked to my advantage as I could reclaim a small amount of time wasted on the icebreaker, which calmed some of my worries about time.
Part 3 – Website Development Activity
Feelings and Delivery
The final activity was a group workshop, which aimed to have collaboration between both me and the students. To adhere to the best principles of teaching, I chose this based on Race’s points on why group work is essential as Race (2020) states that group work can assist students in avoiding the feeling of being alienated (Race, 2020, p. 214), which is essential when learning an entirely new subject like website development, as help may be needed when first learning markup languages such as HTML. 
In addition, Race (2020) states that group work may offer opportunities for learners to apply the concepts they have acquired in their classes to real-world circumstances and can help them make their learning more concrete (Race, 2020, p. 214), which again is what my lesson achieved by going over the various website technologies before introducing them in a practical context in the group workshop activity where the students learned the basics of HTML.
I found this worked well as I could observe the learners feeling comfortable enough to ask me and one another for help when getting stuck or lost on the website-building activity. Sadly, I was time-limited in what I could teach within this part of the lesson as I was already limited to just 8-10 minutes instead of the planned 14 minutes, which was then mostly eaten into by helping the students set up their devices for the activity, something I had not originally planned on as I was hoping to pass on a zip file with this all set up for them.
Feedback
I believe this activity helped me perform the standard “Value and promote diversity, equality of opportunity and inclusion” (Welsh Government, 2023, p. 11), as I brought in a spare device if someone was left without a computer to participate in the group activity, which came in handy as one learner did not have their device. This was an area the observer provided feedback on, and I am happy that they agreed.
After this, the learners did provide feedback that they had enjoyed the activity and had enjoyed learning a new topic that they otherwise would not have known, which gave me some reassurance that with a few rearrangements, such as breaking it up into multiple longer sessions and attempting more student checkups when conducting the activities as suggested by the observer, this could be the best way to initially teach web design and development on a practical level in the future providing enough time is available to be allocated.
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