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The threat posed by Nazi Germany and imperial japan meant that the allied cause was always a just one. Discuss.
                      The threat of World War Two that is discussed in this essay was caused by the two powers of Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan. The allied cause that I will discuss throughout was made up of Britain, France, the Soviet Union, The United States and China. My argument is that the threat posed by Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan meant that the allied cause was always a just one with the exception of the United States response to Imperial Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbour. The threat of Nazi Germany to Britain, France and the Soviet Union was real and the allied cause was just. The threat of Imperial Japan to the United States and china was also real and the actions of China was just whilst the actions of the United States were not completely just.
                        The threat posed by Nazi Germany to Britain was a just one as by 1940 Nazi Germany had already invaded France and now had the opportunity to cross the channel and invade Britain.  As an island Britain was very isolated from the rest of Europe and therefore was at risk of invasion as there were many possible landing points in Britain to begin an invasion. In fact, the threat posed by Nazi Germany was very real as on 16 July 1940 Adolf Hitler issued directive number 16. This was orders to carry out an invasion of England.[footnoteRef:1] Therefore the idea that the allied cause was always a just one as a result of the threat posed by Nazi Germany was correct as there was a clear plan indicated of a real invasion and not just an uncertain possibility. Therefore, if Britain hadn’t been so resistant of the threat by Nazi Germany there would have been an invasion. The threat to Britain was shown by that the German army killed 30,248 merchant seamen during world war two [footnoteRef:2] and more than 50,000 members of the royal navy were killed[footnoteRef:3]. Both the royal navy and the merchants were key parts in keeping Britain supplied with food, arms and raw materials and therefore showed a further threat posed by Nazi Germany came from the reasoning that Britain as an island needed access to trade routes. Therefore, Nazi Germany’s threat came from blocking trade routes to and from Britain and attacking ports. The threat to Britain was also shown by Nazi Germany’s attacks on the British air force. The battle of Britain in 1940 showed that there was a threat from Nazi Germany as about 500 Luftwaffe planes came over the channel heading to Britain in two waves. Britain was just in their response and the RAF managed to shoot down 61 planes. [footnoteRef:4] The battle of Britain cost 339 British and commonwealth lives[footnoteRef:5] and during World War Two 70,000 RAF personal were killed. [footnoteRef:6] Another threat from Nazi Germany came to the British Army who fought all across the western front and 144,000 men and women were killed. [footnoteRef:7] It proved that the allied force was just in responding to the threat by Nazi Germany.  [1:  Dan Cruickshank, The German Threat to Britain in World War Two, 21/06/2011, [http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/invasion_ww2_01.shtml] 26/02/2018.]  [2:  BBC, WW2 People’s War, [http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/timeline/factfiles/nonflash/a6652091.shtml] 26/02/2018]  [3:  BBC, WW2 People’s War, [http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/timeline/factfiles/nonflash/a6649815.shtml?sectionId=0&articleId=6649815] 26/02/2018.]  [4:  BBC, History Battle of Britain Day, [http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/events/battle_of_britain_day] 26/02/2018.]  [5:  Statistical Consultants, Battle of Britain Casualty Data, [http://www.statisticalconsultants.co.nz/blog/battle-of-britain-casualty-data.html] 26/02/2018.]  [6:  BBC, WW2 People’s War, June 2003, [www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/timeline/factfiles/nonflash/a6649248.shtml?sectionId=0&articleId=6649248] 26/02/2018.]  [7:  BBC, WW2 People’s War, June 2003, [http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/timeline/factfiles/nonflash/a6648078.shtml?sectionId=0&articleId=6648078] 26/02/2018.] 

                     The threat posed by Nazi Germany to France was a just one as Nazi Germany had invaded France and therefore France was just in thinking that Nazi Germany were a threat. By 1940 the battle of France had begun.  On the 9th June the Germans launched a major offensive on Paris. [footnoteRef:8] France surrendered to Nazi Germany on the 22nd June 1940. This furthermore showed that the allied cause was always a just one as a result of the threat of Nazi Germany as the surrender of France opened up the pathway for Nazi Germany to invade Britain. The balance of power of the allied cause had shifted without France and basically left Britain to fight Nazi Germany on its own. Also, by occupying France it opened pathways to the rest of Europe as France was not only a land surrounded country but also very influential as part of the European powers. It also gave the Nazi German army access to more supplies and food. Furthermore, the sheer number of casualties and the damaged cause by the fighting that can still be seen today proved how much of a threat Nazi Germany were to France. 90,000 French men and women were killed, 200,000 wounded and 1,800,000 captured.[footnoteRef:9] In total that was 2,090,000 people in France that had been affected by the battle of France and the threat of Nazi Germany making it a just cause for the allied forces to fight back. The damaged caused by the fighting by both Nazi Germany and the allied cause meant that 400,000 buildings were destroyed throughout the course of World War Two.[footnoteRef:10] The effect of this meant that France undertook a huge rebuilding which still can be seen today and showed how much of a threat Nazi Germany was to France and how the allied cause was just. [8:  Dr Gary Sheffield, The Fall of France, 30/03/2011, [http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/fall_france_01.shtml] 28/02/2018.]  [9:  C. Peter Chen, Invasion of France and the Low Countries, [https://ww2db.com/battle_spec.php?battle_id=32] 28/02/2018.]  [10:  Mark Davis, How World War II shaped modern France, 05/05/2015, [http://www.euronews.com/2015/05/05/how-world-war-ii-shaped-modern-france] 28/02/2018.] 

               The threat posed by Nazi Germany to the Soviet Union was a just one as once France was defeated, Nazi Germany had planned to invade Britain. However, when Britain refused to surrender, Adolf Hitler chose to invade the Soviet Union. Nazi Germany knew they couldn’t fight a war on two fronts continually and therefore the next logical step was to invade the Soviet Union. On the other hand, due to the fact that the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany had signed a non-aggression pact in august 1939[footnoteRef:11] the idea was there was a significant threat and that the allied cause was always a just one is not completely true and there is an idea that in regards to the Soviet Union, they were less of a threat and that their cause was not as just. However, the Soviet Union lost at least 25 million soviet citizens [footnoteRef:12]fighting Nazi Germany so that also shown Nazi Germany as a threat as well invading the Soviet Union. On June 22 1941 Adolf Hitler began operation Barbarossa which was a massive invasion of the Soviet Union with over three million German soldiers.[footnoteRef:13] This proves Nazi Germany was a significant threat as by 1941 German combat had reached its peak, they were now one of the finest armies to fight in the twentieth century although they were defeated by the Soviet Union so perhaps this isn’t the case. Furthermore, the Soviet Union is just a difficult to conquer as Britain and wasn’t an easy target like Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany thought. Therefore, the Soviet Union was just in response to Nazi Germany’s threat. [11:  Laurence Rees, Hitler’s Invasion of Russia in World War Two, 30/03/2011, [http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/hitler_russia_invasion_01.shtml] 01/03/2018]  [12:  Laurence Rees, Hitler’s Invasion of Russia in World War Two, 30/03/2011, [http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/hitler_russia_invasion_01.shtml]  01/03/2018.]  [13:  Williamson Murray, Operation Barbarossa, the readers companion to military history, 1996, [https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/operation-barbarossa] 02/03/2018.] 

                     The threat posed by Imperial Japan to America was just. This is proven by the attack on Pearl Harbour on December 7th 1941. Imperial Japan hoped that by destroying the American fleet they would be able to conquer the Philippines and Malaya.[footnoteRef:14] This threat posed by Imperial Japan meant the allied cause was just as if they defeated America they would have gone on to conquer other countries. The attack on Pearl Harbour meant that 2,403 human beings were killed and 1,178 were wounded.[footnoteRef:15] However the attack on Pearl Harbour didn’t give Japan the opportunity to go on to conquer other countries it invertible led to America joining the war providing many more soldiers against the axis force of Imperial Japan and Nazi Germany. However, the response made by America was far worst making the allied cause not so just. The response by the American forces to Imperial Japan was just as horrific. The attack on Hiroshima killed 80,000 people, and the second attack on Nagasaki killed an estimated 40,000 people.[footnoteRef:16] The severity of the attack, with most of the victim’s civilians makes the allied cause not so just, as instead of attacking a military base, who were fighting the war they attacked whole cities and killed men, women and children. Therefore, the threat posed by Imperial Japan to the allied cause of America was just and there was a real threat which was Pearl Harbour but the response did not seem as just by the sheer volume of civilian casualties. This is the only exception of the threat caused by Imperial Japan and Nazi Germany that the allied cause is seen as always being a just one.  [14:  History on the Net, Why did Japan Attack Pearl Harbour, [https://www.historyonthenet.com/why-did-japan-attack-pearl-harbor/ ] 03/03/2018.]  [15:  Alistair Horne, Payback for Pearl, 2/10/2012, [http://www.historynet.com/payback-for-pearl.htm] 06/03/2018.]  [16:  History, Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, [https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/bombing-of-hiroshima-and-nagasaki] 05/03/2018.] 

                    The threat posed by Imperial Japan to China meant that the allied cause was just as the Japanese army massacred the civilian population of Nanjing which meant a minimum of 80,000 and maximum of 300,000 victims[footnoteRef:17] on December 1937.This showed that the Japanese army because of the number of civilians killed had no regard for who was innocent and who was a soldier. It also showed that china a member of the allied cause was just in thinking that imperial Japan was a threat and the response China had to Imperial Japans army. The second Sino-Japanese war which was not declared until December 9 1941 although fighting between China and Imperial Japan began in 1937.[footnoteRef:18] Imperial Japan was a threat as China lacked significant resources to support their army and japan began to try and win support in conquered Chinese territories. As a result, the allied cause was just in supporting China against the threat of Imperial japan and meant that imperial Japan surrendered on September 2 1945.  [17:  Jonathon N. Lipman, Imperial Japan: 1894 – 1945, 2003, [http://aboutjapan.japansociety.org/imperial_japan_1894-1945_1#sthash.gPaXM59G.dpbs] 07/03/2018.]  [18:  the editors of encyclopaedia Britannica, Second Sino-Japanese War, [https://www.britannica.com/event/Second-Sino-Japanese-War] 07/03/2018.] 

                      In conclusion the threat posed by Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan meant that the allied cause was always a just one is more true than false as the only exception of the allied cause not being a just one is in regards to America’s response to Imperial Japan as they killed huge amounts of civilians that did not chose to be at war instead of targeting those who had signed up to fight. The allied cause of Britain, France, the Soviet Union, the united states and china was just as the threat by Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan was real as shown by the invasions, battles and casualties forced upon them. Although the allied cause could have surrendered and avoided these casualties, Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan were too much of a threat to let themselves stand by and watch this happen therefore being just in their response. 
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