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In this presentation I am going to talk about the challenges that the police faced during lockdown and the way that the public perceived the police, due to the nature of lockdown the public had many mixed signals from the public.

HMICFRS (2021), tells us that the police faced many challenges and one of the major challenges that was faced was the fact that in some places the police had to reduce the number of crimes that they actually investigated were kept to a minimum due to the risk of infection and keeping the force safe. The police also had to reduce the amount of visits that they did to the residents of registered sex offenders and peodophiles which created a challenge in the police force  due to the public becoming scared. 

The college of policing (2021), tells us that the police had to police the country using discretion and this meant that they walked a fine line with their relationship with the public and the government. This meant that the police had to use what they saw in most cases when they stopped people due to social distancing. 
There was also a general frustration in how the police performed during the pandemic which then lead to the public losing confidence in the police and the crown prosecution service. The relationship between the crown prosecution service, the police and the public needs to be at a high level due to the fact that for victims to have their cases run smoothly there needs to be a high level of respect and the relationship needs to be able to work so that people will help the police and the crown prosecution service to put criminals away and to get justice for people who have been wronged by others. 
The case of Sarah Everard and Wayne Couzens was a big part of the news when the pandemic was rife. This case had a huge impact on how the public saw the metropolitan police during lockdown. 
Wayne Couzens who was a 48 and a police officer in london falsey arrested sarah Everard when she was walking home, when he decided to kidnap, rape and kill her. (associated press 2021). This then became a challenge for the police because the public then had no trust in the police and had a tunnel vision that all police officers were corrupt and that they could not be trusted. 
Andy Rain (2021) tells the reader that due to this the public have many concerns of the police and when they say they “police by consent”. This was due to Couzens when he abused his powers of arrest, therefore the public challenged the fact that the police were out to help people and the challenge to gain trust back especially in London was huge.
The public also believe that this could have been stopped due to the fact Couzens had shown red flags in this type of behaviour in incidents before. The fact that Couzens had shown this behaviour and nothing had been done about this enraged a lot of the public and communities in England, and die to the fact that this event triggered a major background check of many police officers in the metropolitan police department. This background check had findings that the public did not like and led to many officers being sacked. 
We see that the public perception of the police in lockdown was that people were very confused however a quote from national statistics shows that  public perceptions of the police during the first lockdown were largely positive, with just under half of respondents saying they were doing a good job (49%) and one-fifth saying they were doing an excellent job (20%).” (hairman and newiss (2021)).

During lockdown the police used their stop and account powers very frequently. This could have been when you were out on a daily walk or a trip to the supermarket, however the police would sometimes stop you in your car to ask you some questions and account where you were going. The police are allowed to ask you the following questions:
· What is your name?
· Where do you live?
· What are you doing here?
· Where are you going?
· What are you carrying?
However a downside for the police is that you have a legal right to just walk away without answering questions. This meant that if people thought that they weren't doing anything wrong that people would not respect or work with the police. (Liberty rights 2021). 
[image: ]
This graph shows the public and how much they supported the police in lockdown and as you can see forty two percent of people fully supported the approach to policing that the police took, this then has a major impact on the relationship with the public and the public however thirty two percent of people supported the police but they believed that some cases were taken two far which then puts stress on the police to try and change their approach so it suits everyone and that they do not take things to far. The only downside to this graph is that we do not know the age ranges of people who answered which could have a negative effect on the answers. 
[image: ]
This graph from crest (2020) shows us how comfortable the police made people feel and from this graph you can see that the public are very fifty fifty with how they feel  about how the police approached policing in lockdown. 
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