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	ASSIGNMENT DETAILS AND FEEDBACK
SOUTH WEST WALES CENTRE FOR TEACHER EDUCATION


Sections marked with * should be completed by module lead
	Student name:
	     
	Student P number:
	

	Programme: *
	Primary PGCE

	Module: *
	Principles of Pedagogy 
	Module Level (6 or 7): 
	6

	Module code: *
	M6X01438/C
	Contribution to Overall 
Module Assessment (%): *
	100%

	Module Lead:*
	Helen Lewis

	Assignment Title:*
	‘Describe a learning event which has happened during your recent school experience. Reflect upon what took place, connecting events to theories of learning and teaching. Make recommendations about how you could improve your own practice in the light of this. Produce a poster to illustrate how you would develop the elements of an effective learning environment.’
	Assignment No (x of x):
	1 (of 1)

	Start date:*
	
	Submission deadline:*
	3rd Nov 2017

	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:*
	1st December 2017



	Referencing:
	In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have read or quoted in order to complete this assignment (e.g. for books: surname of author and initials,  year of publication, title of book, edition, publisher: place of publication).

	Submission:
	All assignments must be submitted to Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. 
Note: the Turnitin version is the primary submission and acts as a receipt for the student.  Late submission of the electronic version of the assignment will result in a late penalty.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum grade D.  Over one week late, Refer.  Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may grant an extension.
	
Date:
	



	Module lead to tick to indicate if a hard copy version of the assignment must be submitted.*
	YES
	

	
	NO
	








	Learning Outcomes tested
(from module syllabus)
	Assessment Criteria: To achieve each outcome a student must demonstrate the ability to:

	


1. understand, synthesise and evaluate the main theories that underpinning learning, behaviour and assessment in the primary school
1. reflect critically on how learning theories inform the planning and provision of high quality learning environments, demonstrating a clear understanding of how theory and practice are interrelated
1. organise knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources, and present work appropriately.

	
In this assignment, markers will be looking for:

demonstration of an understanding how theories of learning can be applied to classroom practice. Evidence of critical evaluation of these theories. 



evidence of understanding what makes a good and supportive learning environment. Reflection on observation visits and group activities – which connects the practice to underpinning theory. 

well written and referenced work which brings together information from the wider research literature as well as personal experience. A creative and well-presented poster which conveys information in an engaging and informative manner.




	
TASK DESCRIPTION





The assignment can be subdivided in the following manner:

Introduction and conclusions.
Include BRIEF introduction and conclusions where you outline the context in which you carried out your observation – showing an awareness of ethical issues you have considered eg anonymity (approx. 250 words).
When you conclude, summarise the key points that you wish the reader to be aware of (approx. 250 words).

TIP – referring back to the aims of the assignment and explaining how you have met these will focus the reader’s attention.

Part 1: Observe. 
Complete a vignette (a retelling of something that happened) to describe a learning experience, behavioural incident or social interaction that took place during your classroom observation. You could select the Visible Thinking Routine activity. Explain why you selected this as a significant event, relating to module content eg exploratory talk; metacognition; inclusive practices (approx. 1500 words). 

TIP – ensure that you move from the purely descriptive. For example, explain the reasons for the choosing specific tools eg checklists/ written records or time sampling for completing the observations. Evaluate the strengths and limitations of the selected approach. If you use the activity that you taught use the evidence from your video reflection to move towards objective reflection and evaluate the effectiveness of video as a tool.

Part 2: Connect.
Using the lens of a particular learning theory or theories, explain how consideration of these has helped you to understand what went on during this event, and how this could impact on outcomes for pupils in your future practice (approx 1500 words).

TIP – ensure that you connect to relevant theories and theorists, but that you also reflect on the critiques that have been made of some of these theories. Ensure that you cite references appropriately. What have you learnt about your own practice?

Part 3: Reflect and Innovate.
Create a poster that exemplifies your ideal learning environment, and submit a commentary to explain and justify the pedagogical principles underpinning this provision (equivalent to 1500 words).

TIP - Ensure that you refer to your observations (eg from PPE or twilight seminars) and from research in order to justify your decisions within your ideal environment. Present your poster professionally. Place a jpeg image of the poster on the front cover of your assignment. Refer to current curriculum documents  if appropriate









	GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS



NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the common assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)

Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set.    You should provide evidence that you have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic and/or governmental; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list that is alphabetical at the end of your work. Please use the Harvard referencing system. 

Your work must demonstrate the growing extent of your knowledge and understanding of concepts and underlying principles associated with the subject area.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding; ideally each should be complete and detailed, with comprehensive coverage.


2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)
Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At all times, you must provide justification for your arguments and judgements.  Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of others within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work.  Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts.  Sound, valid conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.  There should be no new information presented within your conclusion.  Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.


3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications (Practical Application and Deployment)

You should be able to demonstrate how the subject-related concepts and ideas relate to pedagogic situations or a particular education context.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in that context, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or solutions to solve problems, some of which may be innovative and creative.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of pedagogic examples and cases, the application of a model within relevant educational context.  You should show awareness of the limitations of concepts and theories when applied in particular educational contexts.  Your work must provide evidence of the attributes expected in professional practice.  This includes demonstrating your individual initiative and/or collaborative working.   Where relevant, you should show awareness of any ethical issues that relate to your discussion. 

4. Key Transferable Skills (Skills for Professional Practice)
You must communicate effectively in a suitable format, which includes written and oral presentation. Work should be coherent and well structured in presentation and organisation.


	
                 MARKING CRITERIA AND STUDENT FEEDBACK



This section details the assessment criteria. The extent to which these are demonstrated by you determines your mark. The marks available for each criterion are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.
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	Common Assessment Criteria Applied
	Grade 
awarded

	1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)
Extent of research and/or own reading, selection of credible sources, application of appropriate referencing conventions. Extent of knowledge and understanding of concepts and underlying principles associated with the discipline.
	

	





	

	
	

	2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)
Analysis, evaluation and synthesis; logic, argument and judgement; analytical reflection; organisation  of ideas and evidence
	

	





	

	
	

	3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications (Practical Application and Deployment)
Deployment of pedagogic methods, materials, tools and techniques; application of concepts; formulation of innovative and creative solutions to solve problems.  Attributes in professional practice: individual and collaborative working
	

	





	

	
	

	4.Key Transferable Skills
Deployment of appropriate media; presentation and organisation.
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	Assignment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	

	
	Up to 1 week late
	D Max
	

	
	Over 1 week late
	Fail
	



	
COMMON ASSESSMENT AND MARKING CRITERIA



	Level 6
	Assessment Criteria Descriptors for Primary PGCE with QTS
This format emphasizes the holistic nature of judgements to be made by markers. Equal weighting is given to each section. Plagiarism or non-submission will result in F (0%) grading. 

	Assessment Criteria
	Fail - grade E
	Pass – grade D
	Pass – grade C
	Pass – grade B
	Pass – grade A

	
	Poor / Weak 
	Satisfactory  
	Good 
	Very good
	       Excellent 

	Overall judgement
	Poor or superficial, unsystematic, incomplete and/or inaccurate 
	Satisfactory understanding of main issues demonstrated
	Good understanding demonstrated with some analysis
	Very good understanding of basic principles and relevant evidence, with a coherent and logical argument
	Outstanding answer, well written, highly structured and informed, showing clarity of thought and personal insight

	Subject Knowledge and Understanding
(conceptual)


(reading)
	Basic misunderstanding, misconceptions, or misinterpretations 
	Overall satisfactory knowledge of the material with some application
	Good overall knowledge of key issues with evidence of understanding and application
	Very good knowledge of all key issues and wider implications 
	Excellent knowledge of key issues, concepts and arguments


	
	Poor and/or inappropriate literature, lacking accuracy, unsound, limited/dated range of sources  

	Satisfactory range of reading drawn from the recommended list and other sources
	Good range of reading drawn from the recommended list and other sources
	Very good range of relevant literature from a variety of sources beyond recommended list
	Clear evidence of independent thinking informed by an excellent and selective range of reading from a variety of sources

	Intellectual skills

(argument)

(professional data collection: research design and/or data collection )

(presentation of findings/analysis)


(critical /reflective evaluation)

	Little sense of an argument and lacks coherence. Generally descriptive or anecdotal 
	Argument is balanced with differing viewpoints
	A good, balanced argument is presented with viewpoints justified
	A very good argument is presented with careful consideration of viewpoints
	A critical argument is presented with evidence of synthesis of viewpoints

	
	Professional data collection does not match purpose, or not discussed
	Professional data collection appropriate to professional context

	Professional data collection situated in a professional context, suited to purpose and identifies a clear focus
	Professional data collection well suited to purpose, clear identified focus and begins to be justified  
	Professional data collection logical and sophisticated; comprehensive understanding of techniques 

	
	Findings are presented within a descriptive framework but few conclusions are drawn
	Findings presented in a developing framework with weak conclusions
	Findings presented with some analysis and justified conclusions
	Findings presented and analysed with some criticality with conclusions based upon evidence presented
	Fndings presented in a critical and analytical framework. Thoughtful conclusions, firmly based upon the evidence presented

	
	Little or no evaluation of study; uncritical reflection
	Satisfactory critical evaluation of study; satisfactory reflection
	Good critical evaluation of work with good evidence of reflection
	Very good critical evaluation of work with very good evidence of reflection
	Critically reflective evaluation of work informed by excellent reflection

	Pedagogic and Professional applications
(linking theory to practice)

(professional reflection)

(working in  a group)

(ethical conduct  where appropriate)

	Little or no evidence of engagement and understanding with respect to the pedagogic and professional context(s) 
	Satisfactory evidence of engagement and understanding with respect to the pedagogic and professional context(s) 

	Good evidence of integration of theory and practice with respect to the pedagogic and professional context(s) 

	Very good integration of theory and practice with respect to the pedagogic and professional context(s) 

	Excellent integration of theory and practice with respect to the pedagogic and professional context(s)


	
	Little or no evidence of reflection
	Satisfactory evidence of critical reflection
	Good evidence of critical reflection  
	Very good evidence of critical reflection
	Effective evidence of critical reflection

	
	Inability to work with others or 
works within a group but lacks self-direction or group responsibility
	Responsibility for  planning and developing courses of action; shows awareness of group responsibility
	Initiates and occasionally leads tasks/ processes for own work and where appropriate, for others 
	Chooses goals and can self-direct; able to co-operate within a group and can take the lead
	Accepts accountability for determining and achieving personal and/or group outcomes

	
	Ethical issues not or superficially considered
	Satisfactory awareness of ethical issues
	Good, clear understanding of ethical issues
	Very good understanding of ethical issues 
	Ethical issues have been discussed effectively in some depth

	Key/Transferable Skills 
(presentation)


(spelling, punctuation and grammar)



(structure)


(referencing techniques)

	Poor or weak presentation of written work 

	Satisfactory presentation of written work
	Good presentation of written work
	Very good presentation of written work
	Effective presentation of written work

	
	Significant errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar 
	Some errors in spelling punctuation or grammar
	Few errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar
	Very few errors in written language
	No or very minor errors in written language 

	
	Poor or weak structure with unclear writing style 
	Satisfactory structure with a mostly coherent writing style
	Good structure with a coherent writing style

	Very good structure and writing style which supports the reader
	Effective structure and highly coherent writing style which fully engages the reader  

	
	Inaccurate following of protocol and conventions of Harvard referencing
	Satisfactory use of Harvard referencing protocols and conventions
	Good use of Harvard referencing protocols and conventions
	Harvard system mainly used accurately, with some secondary sources
	Harvard system used accurately, consistently and effectively with all sources

	Oral presentations
(structure)


(presentation)



(oracy)


(overall presence)



	Inconsistent standard of organisation and/ or structure
	Satisfactory organisation and structure
	Good structure and organisation which is logically progressed
	Very good structure and organisation which is logically progressed
	Outstanding structure and organisation logically progressed

	
	Overall presentation of material (including visual design) is weak or incomplete
	Overall presentation of material (including visual design) satisfactory
	Overall presentation of material (including visual design) is good
	Overall presentation of material (including visual design) is very good
	Overall presentation of material (including visual design) is excellent

	
	Oracy is inaccurate and lacking in flow
	Inconsistent oracy and weak flow in discussion
	Oracy is good
	Oracy is very good

	Oracy is excellent and fluent

	
	Poor eye contact, lack of gesture and body language and totally dependent on notes 
	Satisfactory eye contact, gesture and body language with some over reliance on notes
	Good eye contact, gesture and body language used to engage audience; appropriate use of notes
	Very good eye contact, gesture and body language used to engage and interest audience
	Excellent eye contact, l gesture and body language used with effect on the audience





	Student Self Evaluation Form 



This section repeats in brief the common assessment criteria detailed on previous pages. The extent to which these are demonstrated by you determines your mark. Using these criteria, tick the box that best indicates the level of achievement you feel you have achieved with regard to each of them. 
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	Common Assessment Criteria Applied

	
	
REFER
	
D
	
C
	
B
	
A

	
	OUTRIGHT FAIL
	UNSATISFACTORY
	SATISFACTORY
	GOOD
	VERY GOOD
	EXCELLENT

	1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications (Practical Application and Deployment)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Key Transferable Skills
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS IN WHICH YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE PERFORMED WELL 
	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS YOU FEEL THAT YOU NEED TO DEVELOP

	



	




	Student’s Name
	
	Date
	

	Student’s Signature
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