Blog 1: Research and Development
For the research and development aspect of the conference, I identified my undergraduate and postgraduate supervisor as a potential guest speaker. This decision was based not only on our long-term academic relationship, but also on the relevance of his practice and research to the development of my project.
My supervisor’s research focuses on contemporary mixed-media practice, and he has a strong understanding of Chinese Zen culture and philosophy. He is also a practising artist whose work often integrates Chinese philosophical thinking in a subtle but visually powerful way. I felt that his background made him highly suitable for the conference, especially because my own project is positioned between material practice, philosophical reflection, and contemporary presentation.
In the development of my work, I had many in-depth discussions with him. These conversations were not simply supportive; they often involved questioning, overturning, and rethinking my original assumptions. Through this process, my project became clearer and more rigorous. One important example was the choice of material. At the beginning, I focused on ceramic, but through our discussions I began to understand that wax was more appropriate for expressing instability, erosion, and the gradual collapse of language.
We also discussed the philosophical dimension of my research, especially how much conceptual weight it should carry, and how to balance personal reflection with audience accessibility. This helped me think more carefully about where the work should remain open and suggestive, and where it needed more clarity. Through identifying this guest speaker, I also reflected on how research development is shaped through dialogue, critique, and sustained intellectual exchange.
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