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Lysuas is the author of the piece we are Iookmg at. He was a professional speeghwriter, born in

\ Mthens (380bc} He was rih ¢son of Cephalug/ Jhad a brother called Polemarchds"f.ymas s father was a

\_

-

wealthy metic from SyracuSe. The family| Qt}hﬁlr wealth from a shield factory, which Lysias and his
brother inherited after their father’s death. Lysias was known for the simplicity of his language, vivid
narratives, ability to portray the speaker’s characters, in his written speeches. !

[
Lysias wrote a great variety of law-court speeches, the four lines we are looking at are from “10 ‘ Rl &

Against Theomnestus 1”. The lines are: f/ o

\

~ “I doubt if on these points there is need to say any more. | request you to condemn Theomnestus

reflecting that no trial could be more serious for me than the present. For although | am now O
prosecuting for slander, yet at the same casting for your vote | am prosecuted for murderlng my \/w¥

father”?
| 2L

" We get ‘from the speech that, this is a prlvate action in which|Theomnestus has been accused of

= slandermg the speaker Lysitheus, ¢ ?rgmg him with parrtdde}( Lysitheus had prosecuted

Theomnestus before on angthiér mattér. It was during that trial that Theomnestus, had asserted that
Lysiteus had “killed his fathén""r We also learn that many of the jury were present at both and bore

witness to this.? Y. k
/ U ;
Lysitheus points out that he was only thirteen when his father was put to death. That his efder

brother became his guardian and took everything, depriving Lysitheus of his patnmo:}rv Telhng the
gentlemen of the jury that this was one of the reasons, for wanting his father alive.*

The point is made by Lysitheus, that it is not the mere words that is of concern, but of their meaning.
As the law forbids the word “murdered”, Theomnestus used the word “killed”. In Athenian law some /
remarks, statements were classed as slanderous and forbidden like the charge of murder. >

Lysitheus goes on to ask, should he not feel anger to a man who has made such a statement. \ ] &Y -

|| &
Defending his father after he was slain by his enemies. Theomnestus claimed he made the statement "
in a fit of anger. Lysitheus asked the gentlemen of the jury to disregard Theomnestus’ statement

made.in anger.® QN

Reviews of the Lysias speech “10 Against Theomnestus 1” suggests that it raises not only issues q

regarding law but also raises legal sociology issues.” Although Todd (2000) also raised the point that
as with many of the court cases of the time the end results were not know, so the full effect of the
issues raised are unknown.

This essay used 4 lines of Lysiﬁ speech “10 Against Theomnestus 1”. The essay discusses the trial of
Themonestus who was being prosecuted by Lysiteus on the charge of slander, which was forbidden
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in Athenian law. The speech by Was direct and admirably written and raised law and so@gal
issues.

0 ek Ma\%?&t»& o ore

VN - Do Mk
frowois s «tuawwpro sondes



Jane Pederick 1905384

Bibliography

“AGAINST THEOMNESTUS FOR DEFAMATION.” Lysias, by S. C. Todd. 2000, pp. 101-112. JSTOR,
www.jstor.org/stable/10.7560/781658.16.

The Oxford Encyclopaedia of Ancient Greece and Rome. Edited by Michael Gagarin. 2010

/‘ QN T

-

\\/JP AA[/‘[A/QJ’H \JQ— cwe\’lC-LE. o 9 |

g,
(V. Scanc? o‘f“io)a

W olkes Sence

&0k More o eHUAWCE.
ol sule Vou Nave o (e
MQ\«’Y\V/L

SG6.



Studve ) /-/@/\ @
et

Yool 6‘@\\@&\

Hod  a nduchon , wear  ConClushion

¢ v @

coAdny T ad o & Eoge Aumbec

f\OL Sure aleout C,E)C\G}\\S

(:r\')c wAq

@ Exe

® O tos Shruggle wutth Y

“Time oqe
(D /O

DPQ“J“ a ot o 3nwm qu\ el fértf{&dt{mj
a\so \hwowe  [fomily Gle + o ~



