ECPT6007 Written Reflection and Peer Review
Introduction
In professional education programs such as teacher education ‘reflective thinking is critical to gaining insights from real-life situations’ (Guo 2022, p118), and in this instance gaining insights from designing a curriculum and participating in feedback processes. By using reflective practice I aim to ‘create a mental space to interrogate critical incidents, challenge underlying assumptions, and deepen understanding to inform future practice’ in line with the work of Wang et al (2018). Using Jasper’s reflective model (2013), ERA – Experience, Reflection and Action, I have reflected upon the experience and the professional learning developed as part of engaging with the assignment. I have created action points to improve future practice based on constructive feedback received from my peers. 
Experience
For part 1 of the assignment, I designed a curriculum for an oral health advice and promotion course aimed at registered dental nurses who would gain a post registration qualification in ‘Oral Hygiene Information’. The other part of the assignment was to peer review the work of other students and provide constructive feedback for their professional development.
Reflection
Collaboration
Kelly (2020, p 98) states that when planning a curriculum the ‘major emphasis should be on its underlying principles and on the process of development it is setting out to promote’. In agreement of this, I found the collaborative, problem-solving nature of the groupwork task to design a 10-week curriculum in class helpful in shaping my understanding of the rationale requirements of designing a curriculum. The exchange of ideas, sharing of experiences, and collaborative problem-solving enriched my learning experience and helped me plan through the ‘who, what, where, when’ elements required when structuring a curriculum. By working together, we were able to ‘enhance our conceptual understanding through active dialogue and engagement through discussing explaining and questioning’ (Ashwin 2020). Working collaboratively in a group like this also ‘promotes participation in higher education and equality of opportunity for learners’ which links with professional standard V2 (Advance HE 2011). This task served as a roleplay for our individual assignment. Roleplay has proven to be a useful teaching strategy as it helped us to apply knowledge in a real-life situation, so we were able to anticipate future problems and how to deal with them which ultimately aided me with my own assignment (Reece 2007). 
Curriculum Design
Designing my curriculum was a valuable learning experience which will put me in good stead for future professional tasks which require aspects of curriculum design. In line with Stenhouse’s process curriculum concept, my curriculum aimed to foster critical thinking, problem-solving, and active engagement in the learning process (Kilag et al 2023). Using this concept has strengthened my understanding of the need for subject relevant pedagogy by designing appropriate teaching strategies, creating specific learning activities, and implementing authentic assessment practices (Race 2020). This experience has demonstrated to me the importance of meeting PS A1 ‘design learning activities’ and K2 ‘appropriate methods for teaching at the level of the academic programme’ (Advance HE 2011). I tailored educational materials for a specific target audience, in this case registered dental nurses, and proposed relevant learning opportunities to suit their level of education which shaped the curriculum. Bilyeu (2023) states ‘psychomotor skill performance is central to effective clinical practice across health professions’. In agreement with this, I have found that hands on, interactive learning activities best suit the training needs for teaching related to dental nursing as the role has a vast psychomotor skill requirement. Therefore, I included interactive teaching strategies such as demonstration, groupwork, roleplay and workshops to best challenge the learners on the course and facilitate self-learning and peer to peer learning. According to Cagliesi and Ghanei (p13, 2022), this approach aligns with a constructivist pedagogy due to the active learning approach which aims to ‘create and maintain a collaborative problem-solving environment and facilitate group activities and discussions.’ This considered approach to designing my curriculum aligned with PS ‘K3 how students learn within their subject/ disciplinary area(s)’ and ‘K4 the use and value of appropriate learning technologies’ (Advance HE 2011).
Feedback
Ashwin (2020, p83) states that students need to be ‘centrally involved in feedback processes so they can develop the capacity for self-assessment’. In agreement with this, I found through the process of providing feedback, I was able to reflect on how I had engaged with the assignment. Using the feedback process for personal reflection enabled me to question my own understanding of the requirements of the assignment which according to Marshal (2020, p395) helps to ‘develop professional practices’.  By assessing how learners had engaged with the task and offering constructive feedback I have demonstrated PS A3 ‘give feedback to learners’ (Advance HE 2011).  Marshal (2020, p131) advises that ‘educating students on the purpose, process and value of feedback in an important part’ of a student’s learning journey. This was made apparent during our marking workshop lecture where I gained insight that feedback is not merely about pointing out mistakes but should be a catalyst for improvement. Hattie (2007) states that feedback appears to be most impactful when it is specific therefore, I tried to provide specific, constructive, actionable feedback so that the learner could use the SMART framework to action these points to improve future practice (CDC 2017). 
Self-Development
I received extremely positive feedback from my peers which was very encouraging. All stated that there was a clear rationale for a curriculum like this underpinned by the Well-being of Future Generations Act 2015. Learners stated good variety of planned teaching strategies and learning activities with good links to professional standards throughout. However, I felt disappointed that the grade nor the lecturer feedback I received for my assignment seemed to mirror this positive feedback, leaving me querying my understanding of the assignment brief. Boud, Keough and Walker (1985) state that when reflecting, feelings can often create an emotional barrier which occludes our ability to clearly see a problem for what it is and what we might do about it. Therefore I have decided to use this assignment as a learning experience and not allow my disappointment to become a barrier for future development. Reece (2007) states that learning from experience is important and that learners should be encouraged to reflect upon their experiences and use these as a source as learning. Similarly Syed et al (2012 p.4), states that reflective writing is a way of achieving clarity and can be seen as an opportunity to gain self-knowledge and develop skills. In line with these statements, I am choosing to use this feeling of disappointment as a learning opportunity to seek further feedback from my mentor to improve my personal and professional development, linking with PS V4 ‘recognising implications for professional practice’ (Advance HE 2011). 
Action
In line with Bolton’s (2018) statement that ‘reflection can help support learners to clarify and develop their values and ultimately alter their practice’, based on constructive feedback points from my peers, I have devised SMART action points to further develop my professional learning.
	Specific
	1. 'By adding one or two more aims it would give the students a better understanding of what is expected from them'.

	
	2. 'One minor thing would be to reference the reading list provided for the students'.

	
	3. 'It is not clear whether this course is a brand-new course or an improvement on a course already in operation'. 

	Measurable
	1. This is measurable by how many aims are included.

	
	2. Progress would be measured by providing a fully structured reading list for future projects.

	
	3. Progress would be measured by adding a statement regarding if the curriculum is new or improved for future proposals.

	Achievable
	1. By including more aims if necessary.

	
	2. By providing a fully structured recommended reading list and include brief annotations on each entry.

	
	3. By providing a simple statement.

	Relevant
	1. When planning the curriculum I felt the aim should be a broad statement of intended learning in line with Imperial College London (2024) who state that ‘learning aims should be concise descriptions of the overall goals or purposes of a course’. Kelly (2009, p95) states an ‘aim is used as the base from which more specific objectives are derived’. In line with these statements, I chose instead to use specific, measurable  learning objectives to detail intended learning outcomes of students. I don’t agree that more aims would benefit the curriculum proposal.

	
	2. University of Oxford (2024) recommend structuring reading lists and to consider providing brief annotations for each of the recommendations, enabling students to prioritise reading and make appropriate use of resources. By fully referencing the reading list this would also enable the reader to locate the original material (Cite Them Right 2024). As providing a fully structured reading list would be beneficial to students, I will take this point on board and implement for future projects as a way of improving my professional development. This would link my professional practice with PS A2 ‘support learners’ and V2 ‘promote participation in higher education’ (Advance HE 2011).

	
	3.  This is something I should have clearly stated within the proposal. This proposal was for a new post registration qualification, there is not currently a course like this available for dental nurses. The rationale was based on ‘evidence-informed approaches and the outcomes from research’ and  clearly stated the need for this curriculum (PS V3 Advance HE 2011).  However, I didn’t specify that this is a new curriculum design. To improve future practice I would include a statement for future projects whether it is a new or improved curriculum, by doing this I would be linking with PS V4 ‘acknowledging the wider context in which higher education operates’.

	Timely
	1. I don’t agree that more aims would benefit the curriculum proposal and will not be implementing any future change on this point.

	
	2. Implement change for all future projects that require a recommended reading list.

	
	3. Include relevant statement in all future curriculum proposals. 



Conclusion
I am committed to continuously reflecting on my practice and improving my skills to become a well-rounded and effective educator (Ashwin 2020). By continuously evaluating my teaching practices and gaining feedback, this helps me identify areas for growth and ensure that my teaching practice continuously adapts to meet student needs and foster professional development.
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Appendices
Curriculum 1, 4, 14 Reviewed
Peer Review Feedback      
Curriculum number: 1

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	A good justification for the proposed curriculum. Lots of recent references to support justification. Clearly an important topic that needs teaching in this digital age. Detailed section.



The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group.
	Detailed aims and learning objectives for the topic. Many points included such as ethical considerations which is important for a topic such as this. Very detailed aims and objectives which clearly demonstrates the need for this topic being taught and the importance it has in today’s digital world.

One of the learning objectives used in one of the tables is ‘Understand the global implications of cybersecurity challenges and solutions’. A different verb could be used here as understanding is difficult to quantify and prove.



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	Very detailed structure for the topic, many different elements covered during this course. Duration of course seems appropriate to cover all these different elements. 
Lesson plans detail a variety of learning activities for students to encourage engagement and participation; discussion, q&A, brainstorming, reflection, groupwork.
Good mix proposed of theory-based sessions and hands on learning opportunities providing students with the knowledge and practical skills needed for information assurance.



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	Thorough, detailed links to UKPSF clearly stating how teaching practice aligns with the professional standards.



Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	Impressive table structure detailing timetable for the course. Unfortunately, I found it a bit confusing and wasn’t sure what the numbers were in relation to at times, possible that I am just not used to formatting such as this. Had it been explained to me in person, I am sure it would make complete sense. 

I think it would be useful for table headers to be included on each page that there is table formatting as I found myself needing to scroll up to the first table page to remind myself what each column was. 

Very thorough detailed PowerPoints included. Lots of material to be covered in proposed 2-hour time slot for lectures. Timings on lesson plan equal more than 2 hours so lecture time could be extended to maybe 3 hours to accommodate all that is planned during the lesson, so the course provider isn’t rushed with their delivery.



Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	· Well written proposal. This is an interesting topic that I have no prior knowledge on, and I thought this proposal was pitched well for an audience like me who doesn’t have much knowledge on the subject as it was so detailed and thorough.
· Very well-presented curriculum, formatted well throughout. 




Peer Review Feedback      
Curriculum number: 4

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	An interesting idea to identify what is missing in artistic archives with the hopes of changing future practices. This module poses to provide students with transferable skills such as critical thinking by challenging their existing knowledge on the subject. Leaners ability to demonstrate critical analysis is required when working at a level 7 so the planned content is appropriate for the target audience.



The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	Good, detailed curriculum aims and objectives. The course aims to test the learners’ ideas and theories on the subject and the learning outcomes inform the learner how this will be achieved. By undertaking this course learners will be demonstrating a range of cognitive levels according to Blooms hierarchy starting with the lower levels by identifying and discussing and working up to application and critical evaluation and then to the highest cognitive level by formulating.



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	Lots of opportunity for discussion in groups through planned learning activities, this will be good for engagement and collaboration of ideas. Opening the dialogue on these topics will encourage the students to think critically about the topic and consider differing perspectives to their own. Throughout the course, learners are encouraged to question their existing knowledge and understanding on the topic and consider different viewpoints.



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	Good links to professional standards and how the curriculum course provider plans to demonstrate these.



Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	Coherent, structured scheme of work proposed. Well planned course with clear timeline that has been split into 3 sections. Detail of sessions in mainly given in the lesson plans for session 2 and 3. Would have been interesting to add some more detail as to what is to be included in the other planned sessions on the course. The session headers for all other sessions are interesting, open statements it would be good to include some learning objectives to detail what would be covered in these sessions and how.



Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	· I found this curriculum proposal very interesting to read. The theme and the topic are different to anything I am used to studying, yet I have found it has been very insightful and thought provoking.
· I like the use of rhetorical questions throughout the proposal and the PowerPoint slides. They are an effective way of getting the reader/learner to think about the ideas that are being proposed. Good way to encourage critical thinking among learners and get them thinking about different perspectives.
· Well-presented dynamic PowerPoints with strong imagery and font used throughout.
· Reece/Walker and Ashwin heavily referenced in some sections; a variety of reference sources would aid these sections I think.



Peer Review Feedback      
Curriculum number: 14

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	Clear justification provided for proposed curriculum and appropriate target audience identified. There is a clear need for a course like this for the service users in this area. Learner has designed this course in relation to feedback they were given from parents and guardians. Leaner clearly knows this field well as they have worked in it for 17 years so knows the issues continually faced by non-speaking Welsh parents whose children attend Welsh speaking care facilities. Learner has stated that it was be an introduction to basic Welsh Language Skills course which would be the relevant entry level course for this target audience.



The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	Overall curriculum aims and learning objectives detailing what the programme seeks to achieve overall could be expanded upon. Course outcomes are included on PowerPoint slides for leaners however they could also be stated in the curriculum proposal. Could be included after the assessment section and before the timetable section, giving details of what the overall aim of the course is and some learning objectives that would demonstrate what learners would be learning to meet the requirements of the course.

Individual lesson aims are detailed each week in the timetable section. Learning outcomes could be expanded upon using blooms taxonomy verbs to state which cognitive skills are being met. The main verb used is ‘Learn’ which may be difficult to quantify therefore difficult to gauge if learners have met this learning objective. Other learning objectives such as ‘State’ ‘Repeat’ ‘Identify’ ‘List’ could be used to demonstrate learners have met the Knowledge foundation phase of Blooms pyramid e.g. ‘In Welsh, state what the weather is like today’, ‘In Welsh, List the days of the week’.
As learners progress into higher cognitive skills, objectives such as ‘construct a short sentence in Welsh to introduce yourself’ ‘Formulate a response in Welsh when asked what the time is’ which would demonstrate the highest level of blooms pyramid ‘Create’, deemed the most complicated stage of the learning pyramid.
By using more descriptive learning objective verbs, this would clue the course learners into what they can expect to be achieving on the day in the session. This would also help with the recap element of each session as learners will be able to demonstrate they have met the learning objectives from the previous session if they can successfully list the days of the week or formulate responses to questions for example.



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	Well-structured curriculum well suited to entry level education in a community setting. An hour a week is a manageable and appealing timeframe for parents/guardians as it isn’t taking up lots of their time to attend the sessions. Also as stated by the leaner some parents/guardians have reservations and worries about attending educational courses for varying reasons so this course structure would suit their needs.
The topics covered each week have been well thought out and planned. A good range of learning activities have been included for an introduction to Welsh language course. 
At the end of this course, learners would have a good basic understanding of Welsh and the ability to engage in basic level Welsh conversations which would be a fantastic starting point in their Welsh speaking journey. 
The well-paced course would give learners confidence in building up their Welsh language skills and learners would feel more confident in starting to use Welsh in everyday encounters with Welsh speakers and with their children who are learning the language also.



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	Good links to professional standards on lesson plans. Could be expanded upon by stating which professional standard is being met where.
Some mention of professional standards in the curriculum proposal, this could also be expanded upon further to demonstrate how the course aims to meet certain standards.



Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	Well-designed PowerPoints with appropriate content for entry level community-based education course.
To diversify the learning experience, more interactive teaching strategies could be developed during some of the sessions to aid learning for the students e.g. interactive tasks where learners need to engage in the activity such as correctly placing names of days of the week in the correct order on a board or matching up weather symbols with the correct Welsh terminology on a wall display.




Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	· Curriculum title not mentioned until the 3rd paragraph. I think it would be beneficial to mention this at the start of the assignment to inform the reader from the beginning. 
· May be good to link this proposed curriculum with the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 as it would facilitate some of their points for improvement in Wales; More Prosperous, More Equal and Thriving Welsh Language.
· As this is a beginner course which aims to encourage non-Welsh speaking parents/guardians to attend I think the assessment style is appropriate. I agree that a summative exam style assessment at the end of the course would be off-putting for those who would like to attend. Having formative assessments only throughout which are less formal makes the course more appealing to this target audience.
· Weekly lesson structures could be expanded upon further to include which teaching strategies are planned; Groupwork, Q&A, Lecture.
· Well thought out curriculum, I think this course would be well received in lots of areas to encourage learning the Welsh Language as adults. Welsh is being taught more these days in non-Welsh schools and so more and more children in Wales are picking up the language.
· The proposal was well written, it flowed well, and a good use of language and grammar was used throughout. I enjoyed reading it.



