[bookmark: _Int_XlOuflt5]How UK police forces support the Prevent strand of the CONTEST counter-terrorism strategy, and what challenges do they face in implementing it effectively in today’s society?

[bookmark: _Int_LVZ3bhTv][bookmark: _Int_MpSOp9Gr]In this literature review the topic of the CONTEST counter terrorism strategy, specifically the prevent strand will be discussed as well as the issues of implementing it in today's society. Terrorism is explained as “a use or act that is political, religious, racial or ideological used to influence the government or intimidate the public”. CONTEST is described by Home Office (2023) as “the UK’s counter-terrorism strategy based on 4 themes prevent, pursue, protect and prepare”. This means CONTEST is an umbrella term to encompass the UKs method against terrorism. The four p’s mean to Prevent “stop people from becoming drawn into or supporting terrorism”, Pursue “stop terrorist attacks by detecting, prosecuting and otherwise disrupting those who plot to carry out attacks against the UK or its interests overseas.”, Protect “strengthen protection against a terrorist attack” and Prepare “to mitigate the impact of a terrorist attack" told by Sunderland City Council (2025). However, the Prevent strand is the focus of this literature review. The Prevent strands aim is to stop the radicalisation of individuals into joining terrorist organisations or being groomed into their extremist views in order to stop them from committing the worst outcome possible of doing a terrorist attack. The challenges the police may face with implementing this into today's society is that it's a sensitive subject that could easily offend a lot of people for example accusations of radicalisation towards someone of a political party would stir up a lot of anxiety and feeling of being targeted towards by the police which could cause conflicts and lower trust in the police from specific communities.

[bookmark: _Int_uAsvWLBW][bookmark: _Int_irSHAc5U][bookmark: _Int_qRw8fKXj][bookmark: _Int_Ybeh5zd7][bookmark: _Int_BL1sdkZd][bookmark: _Int_eLMPwGWr][bookmark: _Int_YAMlsUJv]Prevent is a “national programme that aims to stop people from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism.” (Home Office 2022). People can report concerns when it comes to friends, family or someone they know possibly supporting or becoming terrorists for example if a friend started dressing and acting like a terrorist group they may need a prevent referral to determine the threat of becoming a terrorist and getting professional help to prevent that. A case example would be when “Kamran at the age of 14 made comments in support of Osama bin laden, he was given a mentor through the help of local authorities and changed his behaviour and stopped making such comments”. This shows that the prevent strand does work when referred by local authorities like the police before anything drastic happens. However, there is another case where “the case was exited from Prevent too quickly and there were concerns of the local polices way of handling the case” (House of Commons, 2025) which shows that the prevent strand is not perfect just yet and the police are still having issues on how early they can take people off of the prevent programme. This is a challenge that the police face when instigating the Prevent strand from the CONTEST counter terrorism strategy in today's society, it is hard to figure out when to take people off of the prevent programme. People can lie about changing their opinions and behaviour which would make it hard for people to understand when they are no longer having these extremist views that can lead to terroristic attacks because of influential material or groomers. Also, if people get to a low place emotionally and mentally, they can return back to these groups that are influencing people to these terrorist ways. Another report made the point that a “report documents a pattern of racial discrimination and the stigmatisation of Muslims in Prevent referrals” said by Amnesty International UK (2023). This further backs the point of Prevent not being perfected yet which is yet another challenge for the police. To implement the prevent act efficiently the police need to discern which concerns are legitimate and which are racially biased or based on stereotypes otherwise it can affect the police and the victims of these false referrals massively. It can affect communities' attitude towards the police. The police need to work on which referrals they act on and which of those are of no threat so that they aren’t coming across as racist or working into stereotypes which will only lead to them becoming even more popular as stereotypes and affecting communities more than it already does. However, the argument can also be made that “it is far better to receive referrals which turn out not to be of concern than for someone who genuinely needs support to be missed” (Home Office, 2024). In order for the prevent strand to be done efficiently and effectively it is better for cases to be looked into thoroughly rather than to be left as no threat at all. If cases are not investigated the number of vulnerable people that may be radicalised or influenced by ideological and terroristic views will only rise. Attacks could be more frequent, and the threat of terrorism will only rise and cause anxiety and tensions within communities. People will be more on edge and only cause even more false referrals and jump to the worst conclusions s including the police. This will only make people less willing to make prevent referrals since the belief that it is just a form of racism will only grow. Although, statistics show that “8,778 referrals made 1,727 individuals were discussed at a Channel panel, and 1,472 individuals were adopted as a Channel case” (Home Office, 2025a). This shows that they only deemed 1727 out of 8778 referrals worth looking into which could also show efficiency due to the fact that they are sorting through referrals determining which are actually worth their time rather than delving into each case. Even though thoroughness is a good thing it also means a lot of time could be wasted which is a challenge for the police which they are overcoming by looking at each case and determining their level of threat and which need to be worked on further and which are of no or very little concern. In the UK “Since the start of 2017 there have been 15 domestic terror attacks” (Home Office 2025b). This means that there have been at least 15 attacks recorded as terror attacks that may have gone through referral and failed or not have been referred at all. This either means that the police failed to determine it was a case that needed looking into or it was not put through the system at all and shows that some people are either unaware of the Prevent system or did not know to refer them or maybe there just wasn’t any signs of them being extremists. But it will still reflect on the Prevent system as a failure to capture the individuals within the programme and another challenge for the police to face and resolve. The police work with “local authorities, schools and colleges, faith leaders, community groups, voluntary services and health practitioners” (Police.uk, 2025). This shows how the police work to support prevent by working with other organisations for referrals for the prevent programme, getting referrals from organisations that work closely with vulnerable people helps them identify those most prone to being targeted for radicalisation towards ideological views such as those of terrorists. This resolves an issue that the police could have faced because it makes it means they can get referrals from credible and possibly trained individuals who work closely with those they are in care for and will be able to notice differences in behaviour and appearance so that they can make more credible referrals if needed. The current UK threat level to terrorism is “substantial - an attack is likely” (Metropolitan Police, 2025). This could be relevant to the prevent programme and poses a threat to the police since it is deemed that a terrorist attack could likely happen. Whether they think that an attack is likely to come from within the UK or internationally is unknown, but this shows how necessary the prevent programme is and how important it is for the police to support in any way that they can. It’s possible to say that the prevent programme is why the threat is higher because of how many referrals are being made currently or the fact that it may not be as supported by the police as it could be. We can see from some cases that the prevent programme is working with the help of the police, but some are slipping through the cracks and not being investigated enough or not at all possibly. 

[bookmark: _Int_6ZfnrRLA][bookmark: _Int_z30lgYG9][bookmark: _Int_OiPXAbV5][bookmark: _Int_OLUwsCXB][bookmark: _Int_Dqd9AeXR]In conclusion prevent is a programme meant to prevent vulnerable people from becoming terrorists or having terrorist ideologies. The police support prevent by working with other organisations in order to protect vulnerable people and get credible referrals for the prevent programme when necessary. Challenges the police face with implementing prevent in today’s society could be exiting people out of the prevent programme too early which could resort into people going back to their terroristic ideologies or groups and eventually committing a terroristic attack. Another could be coming off as racially biased when focusing on the wrong referral cases that involve certain races or religions or playing into stereotypes for terrorists which would affect community trust in the police and decrease the likelihood of referrals happening when needed by those communities. The police also choose which cases are worthy on a threat level meaning that they are not wasting their time on referrals that they do not need to look into and only looking into the higher threat cases. This could also cause more challenges however due to the fact that they may not be being thorough enough since terrorist attacks are still occurring however the prevent programme is only designed to prevent people from becoming terrorists not to stop those who already are terrorists so that has to be kept in mind also. Another challenge is the fact that the threat level of the UK currently is substantial which puts even more stress on the prevent programme. It can be seen that implementing the prevent programme in today's society is a difficult task however the police are doing the best they can to supporting it and their efforts can be seen in the cases that have been successful as well as statistics showing that they are able to narrow down which referrals need to be looked at more thoroughly and which do not. However there is always more that can be done especially when content is still being shown online that are pulling people into terrorism, the prevent programme may need to also focus on the terrorist ideologies that are posted online as well as the groups that are pulling more and more people into their terrorist groups with their propaganda as a way to prevent terrorism from being spread since that is the goal of the prevent strand. The polices support may not be perfect but i think it is clear that they are doing a good job even with the many challenges they must face when it comes to implementing the prevent programme into todays society.
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