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Introduction/brief recap of methodology
This section of the project will present and analyse the data collected through interviews and questionnaires. Two online questionnaires were created and distributed to the public and serving police officers to understand their opinions and perceptions on the use of Tasers. Additionally, two interviews were conducted, one being an interview with a police Taser trainer and another with a human rights representative within the police to consider the primary uses of Tasers and to explore whether Tasers as safe for protecting the police and the public. 

For the purpose of data analysis both interviews have been transcribed in order to depict themes and answer the project objectives, transcripts can be seen in appendix ??. The analysis of the transcripts sought to address the research objectives and establish different viewpoints provided by the two interviewees. The survey was completed online using Smart survey, which collated and created statistical data to be interpreted and analysed. A copy of a blank questionnaire given to the public can be found in appendix ?? and a blank questionnaire given to the police can be found in appendix ??. Using a platform such as Smart Survey had several advantages such as the simplicity of administering the questionnaire in a short period of time and the data collected were presented numerically and in percentages to allow for quick and easy interpretation of the results and findings. 

Throughout this section, the data analysis will attempt to answer the three objectives of the dissertation, which are:
· Are Tasers fit for purpose; Are they safe for protecting the police and the public.
· How is the weapon perceived?
· What are the primary uses of a Taser; when should they be used?

Are Tasers fit for purpose; Are they safe for protecting the police and the public.
With regards to the officers who took part in the questionnaire, all currently carry and are trained in the use of Taser. Of the 25 officers, 11 have discharged a Taser and 12 have not, the remaining two stated other as they have used a Taser as a stun drive and not fully deployed the device. Of the 13 who have used a Taser in one way or another, 9 of them said that its use was effective in dealing with a situation, 4 of them stated that its use was not effective. Current research on Tasers highlights the impact carrying a Taser had on reducing the number assaults carried out on police officers, finding from the questionnaire correlate to these statements with the majority 52% agreeing and another 16% officers strongly agreeing that they thought carrying a Taser device lowers the risk of being assaulted, 12% however disagreed. With regards to the officer safety the data supports existing findings highlighted in the literature review by McDonald et al (2009). He found that there was a 25% reduction in the number of officers injured during arrest due to the reduction in the need for physical intervention. Similarly, when asked if officers felt safer carrying a Taser there was a clear view with 96% of officers stating that they felt safer. Furthermore, research states that Tasers are used to deter offenders from assaulting police and of the officers who took part in the survey, 84% agreed that the presence of a Taser device reduces a subject’s aggression while in a confrontational situation.

The results of the public questionnaire on the use of Tasers found that 21 respondents (84%) identified that they felt safer when in the presence of an officer carrying a Taser, 3 respondents (12%) stated they did not feel safer in the presence of an officer carrying Taser and 1 respondent (4%) stated it did not make a difference. The public were asked if they would be more likely to approach or speak to an officer in possession of a Taser device. This question had noticeable differing views with 15 respondents (60%) neither agreed nor disagreed that they would be more likely to approach an officer carrying a Taser device and other responses that can be seen in the table below. These findings do not correlate to the finding within the literature review, which stated that four out of five participants claimed that they would be more likely to approach an officer for help if they were in possession of a Taser (Polfed.org, 2016).
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The public’s response to whether they found Tasers devices intimidating was very wide ranging. 32% felt that the presence of a Taser was intimidating but a majority 48% disagreed and 12% strongly disagreed. Interestingly, with the majority stating that they do not find the presence of a Taser intimidating the following question regarding the reassurance a Taser brings was high with 80% of respondents saying they felt reassured in the presence of a Taser. This data is again different to that identified in the literature review whereby Carlson et al, 1990 reported that the mere sight of weapons increases aggression in both angry and nonangry individuals”

The interview with the current trainer for Tasers in South Wales Police has stated that from feedback and discussions with officers more and more are opting to carry a Taser for safety reasons. He explained that officers find by just carrying a Taser it become a deterrent in itself. The statement below is taken from the interview transcripts in appendix ??. He does however state that he does not think that Tasers should be a compulsory part of PPE.
“They turn up to incidents, people are looking and seeing they got Taser and on numerous occasions when we train them, I have lots of officers saying to me just because I was carrying that Taser the person basically complied with my requests”.

When asked about the safety and risk issues associated with Tasers, the trainer noted that the most common safety issues with regards to the public was the possibility of injury as a result of a Taser being deployed. He discussed possible injuries as a result of being Tasered, such as cardiac arrhythmia, injuries that occur after the impact such as head, body and muscular injuries from falling. He also discussed the risks to others, for example if a Taser was to miss the offender and make contact with others close by.

How is the weapon perceived?
How the police and public perceive the use of a Taser was explored within the questionnaire. The officers were asked if all front-line police officers in England and Wales should have the option to carry Taser devices. Majority of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that all front line police officers in England and Wales should have the option to carry Taser devices but interestingly when asked if all officers should have a Taser without the option to opt out 28% disagreed.  When asked if officers should NOT carry tasters all respondents either disagreed or strongly disagreed, this suggesting that all officers see a benefit and purpose to carrying Tasers. The majority of responses in the police questionnaire, supports the findings within the literature review, for example Polfed study found that 89% of officers would want to routinely carry Taser after being given appropriate training, with nearly 97% saying their colleagues should be allowed to carry the devices (Polfed, 2020). The public were also asked if they thought all front-line police officers in England and Wales should carry a Taser device, of the 25 asked 8 (32%) strongly agreed, 13 (52%) agreed and 4 (16%) neither agreed or disagreed.

During the interview, the Taser trainer stated that he thinks officers should all have the option to carry a Taser based on the statistics gathered within the South Wales police force. He explained that currently an officer is 20% less likely to be assaulted when doing your police role. 

Within the literature review, it was found that The Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) recognised that there is an obvious mismatch between the public perception that Taser is a high level use of force that should only be considered when faced with the most serious threats of violence. For this topic, respondents were asked if a Taser should only be used when an officer is threaten with serious violence. The responses were varied as you can see from the results table below. It would have been interesting to know why they did not have an opinion on this statement.
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The public were then asked if they thought Taser devices should be used at an officer’s discretion; in any situation, they deem its use is necessary. 28% strongly agreed, 52% agreed and 20% disagreed. The opinions regarding the safety of Tasers were very varied with many differing views. The police were given the statement “Tasers are dangerous”. From the pie chart below (figure ?) it is possible to state that the majority of officers strongly disagree with the statement. In contrast to this the public’s response gathered was again very wide ranging, the findings can be seen in (figure ??).


Police result.
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