Should we still watch The Birth of a Nation, and if so, what are the best ways to handle this most controversial of films.

DW Griffith´s Birth of a Nation is not an easy film to watch. From a personal perspective I hated it. The pervasive and inescapable racism throughout is distressing and leaves one feeling saddened by the time the Klan purportedly ´save´ the American South (by disenfranchising the Black community) and the end credits finally arrive. This being said, and in spite of my never wanting to re-watch it, I believe that it is extremely important that this film continue to be studied and watched. 
It is important to predicate my argument about this film on the fact that I am aware that much has been written about Griffith´s achievements as a film maker, so much so that Birth of a Nation has been referred to as Hollywood´s first ´blockbuster´ [footnoteRef:1] because of it´s commercial, critical and technical successes, but it is not for those reasons that I believe Birth of a Nation should continue to be examined.  [1:  https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Birth-of-a-Nation ] 

In the following paragraphs, I will outline my arguments as to why Birth of a Nation should continue to be watched and studied:
1. Birth of a Nation is an important historical source. 
The film is not a reliable nor important source of information for the events that occurred during the American Civil War or Reconstruction Era, however it is an important source of information of and vehicle to study varying contemporary attitudes in 1915. It´s also a source of information about retrospective attitudes towards the events that occurred during the American Civil War and Reconstruction Era. In the study of American social attitudes, race relations and the relationship between the North and South in 1915, I would argue that the success of Birth of a Nation at the time of release illustrates how fractured the USA was at that time, and I would argue that some of the deep rooted issues within the country today are represented in the film. I feel that however deplorable I personally find the film, it played such a formational role in the modern understanding of race and history in the USA that is has to be seen and understood for what it is by as many people as possible. 
2. It is an excellent resource to teach about Media Literacy and Reception Theory.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Centre for Media Literacy defines media literacy as providing ´a framework to access, analyse, evaluate, create and participate with messages in a variety of forms — from print to video to the Internet. Media literacy builds an understanding of the role of media in society as well as essential skills of inquiry and self-expression necessary for citizens of a democracy.´ [footnoteRef:2] I feel, as does Tristan Ettlemen, [footnoteRef:3] that Birth of Nation is the ´perfect vehicle for teaching Media Literacy´ and that in watching the film, ´your eyes will be opened to the language of any medium, visual or otherwise, and how that language can be used to aggressively communicate ideas, good or bad.´ [2:  www.medialit.org/media-literacy-definition-and-more ]  [3:  trettleman.medium.com/the-birth-of-a-nation-is-a-perfect-teaching-tool-for-media-literacy-fa2328c07aaa ] 

