Dating exercise

(a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.
The two pieces of information that can be gleaned is the regnal year needed of King Richard II, and the date of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. A Handbook of dates for students of British history dates King Richard II’s eighth regnal year as 22nd June 1384 – 21st June 1385. 1 The Handbook also dates the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the 15th August. 2 Therefore, it must be the 1384 or it would have become the ninth regnal year. Lastly, by using the Medieval Genealogy online calendar calculator for August in 1384 to see what date   the Assumption was that year, and when the next Thursday after it was. 3 From this, the date of the document can be placed on the medieval date 18 August 8 Richard II. 
This in modern form is Thursday the 18th of August 1384. 
(b)          Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
The first step in this document’s dating was to look at The Handbook of British Chronology’s list of Bishops, he was in the Welsh list. The list had a ‘Anian I of St Asaph’ with predecessors Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh, so it was clear this was the correct Bishop. He was El. A. 2nd May, temp. 27th sept, cons. Nov 1249. This meant his first year of pontificate was 1249. 4 Next, the saint’s day of St Mary Magdalene needed to be dated, this was 22nd July as in A Handbook of Dates. 5 Lastly, using ‘Medieval Genealogy’ to place St Mary Magdalene’s day on the 22nd of July that year on Thursday. 6
This all lead to a modern date of Friday the 23rd of July 1249. 
(c)           Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
This dating was begun again with the practice of using the regnal year. King Edward’s 4th regnal year was 20th November 1275 – 19th Nov 1276. 7 Ash Wednesday that year according to the calendar in the handbook in 1275 was February, Wednesday 27th. Therefore, Thursday was the 28th of February 1275. 8  Ash Wednesday in 1276 was February a leap year, on Wednesday 19th of February, so the Thursday after as 20th of February. 9 Being in February, it cannot be 1275, and can only be February 1276.
1. R.C. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates for students of British history (2004). (Fourth revised ed.) Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. pp. 35.
2. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, pp. 78. 
3. Medieval Genealogy, August 1384 chart.
4. E.B. Fryde.; Greenway, D. E.; Porter, S.; Roy, I. (1996). Handbook of British Chronology (Third revised ed.). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, pp. 295 
5. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, pp. 78. 
6. Medieval Genealogy, July 1249 chart.
7. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, pp. 33.
8. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, pp. 202. 
9. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, pp. 184.
So, the date is Thursday the 20th of February 1276. However, John de Ketene was elected Bishop of Ely in 1310, temp 18th July, consecrated 6th September 1310 and died 14th may, 1316. 10 And Edward II’s fourth regnal year was 8th July 1310 – 7th July 1311. 11 
So, it is highly likely the II has been missed out of the text. If that information is correct, and it was meant to be Edward II, that would place Ash Wednesday in 1311 February Wednesday was the 24th, 12 making the date of the document Thursday the 25th of February 1311. But his first year was 1310, which aligns with Edward II’s first half of his regnal year. However, Ash Wednesday is definitely in February! 
This concluded with a modern date of Thursday the 25th of February 1311.

For question (d) estimate a date of issue and explain how you have reached this conclusion.        

(d)          Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

Henry I’s rule was 5th Aug 1100 – 1 dec 1135. 13 Geoffrey Ridel died in 1120. It sounds like when he has died that Henry is dealing with his lands, etc, so 1120-1121. He died in the White Ship disaster, so it would be after the 25th of November 1120. 14







10. E.B. Fryde, Handbook of British, pp. 244. 
11. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, pp. 34.
12. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, pp. 196.
13. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, pp. 32.
14. Judith A. Green "Ridel, Geoffrey (d. 1120), justice." Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.  May 24, 2008. Oxford University Press
Bibliography
Secondary
Cheney, C. R., A Handbook of Dates for students of British history (2004). (Fourth revised ed.) Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 
Fryde, E. B.; Greenway, D. E.; Porter, S.; Roy, I. (1996). Handbook of British Chronology (Third revised ed.). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press 
Online 
Green, Judith A. "Ridel, Geoffrey (d. 1120), justice." Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.  May 24, 2008. Oxford University Press. Last accessed: 8 Nov. 2020, available at: <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-23617>
Medieval Genealogy, available at: <http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk>. Last accessed: 3rd August 2020. 



