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Article 12 of the UNCRC - Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affects them, and to have their opinions considered (Children’s rights wales, 2016)
· Estyn (2013) supports this article as pupils have a considerable influence on what and how they learn. This benefits not only the children but teachers also as the children’s views can be applied into success criteria in lessons to promote pupil’s enjoyment and confidence in class (Estyn, 2013)
· The foundation phase promotes children having a voice by promoting activities which encourages children to communicate their opinions, ideas, belief and values about their situation and themselves (The foundation phase 2008). 
· Clark and Moss (2001) studied the impacts of a child-centred early years curriculum, the intentions were to focus on techniques that may support children’s voices. A positive outcome from this study is the genuine relationships formed between the children and teachers as the views of the children were being seen. During this study the children’s rights to be heard as active decision makers was a primary focus, this study supports this article (Clark and Moss, 2001). 
· The Children’s commissioner for wales support article 12 as it focuses on empowering children by enhancing children’s capabilities as individuals and in group situations, so they can take advantage of their rights. They state that children should be able to make their own choices and to decide their own outcomes within reason (Children’s commissioner for Wales, 2017)
· The Welsh government (2015) believes that children need to be involved in every planning process that involves them, teachers and practitioners should be encouraging children to express their feelings, ideas and views in a creative way ultimately giving them a sense of inclusion. Teachers should be giving plenty of opportunities to ask questions and to listen to other children’s views and opinions (The Welsh government, 2015)
· Applying Maria Montessori (2006) approach to early year education listening to the child and being attentive to their needs, gives the child independence and promotes social justice in education. Teachers should be listen to through observation not only hearing what the child has to say (Montessori, 2006)
· UNICEF (2010) states that the level of the child’s participation in the decision-making process should be appropriate to the child’s level of maturity.
· We also incorporated this article when looking at our case study by making sure the child in question had a say in whatever decision we as practitioners and parents decided moving forward.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The united nations convention (UNCRC) was drawn up in 1989 and to ensure that universal rights of children are upheld throughout the world. contains 54 articles containing all the political, civil, economic and social rights of a child throughout an international agreement. According to UNICEF (2011) states that it is important to assure that children have the right to express their views. Provisions must be ‘assured’ to the child, governments must take all appropriate measures to ensure that every child knows that they can express their own views (UNICEF, 2011)



Article 42 – The Government should make the convention know to all parents and children (Children’s rights Wales, 2016)
· The convention on the rights of the child (2010) supports this article as the website states the importance of teaching children about their rights. Children who know their rights are more able to claim them, children should be aware of their right to having a voice on matters that concern them (The convention on the rights of the child, 2010)
· UNICEF (2010) states that everyone should ensure that children know their right to express their views is granted and that their views are given to everyone. Teachers should provide adequate teaching and learning materials to support these rights (UNICEF, (2010).
· Childline (No date) website suggests that adults should be thinking about ways to make sure every child knows about their rights, regardless of their age. Childline (No date) specifies that there should be training specialised for teaching children about their rights, especially for those who work with children and young people.
· Voices of youth (2017) proposes that every government should be putting agencies in place that are able to teach children about their rights. Voices of youth (2017) supports article 42 by suggesting that teaching children in primary and secondary school about their rights could be saving lives that people didn’t know needed to be saved and ultimately children will know the standards at which they should be living.
· Stahili (2017) believes that all children should know all their rights, responsibilities and opportunities these will help children to reflect on what their rights mean for them.
· Children in Wales (2014) work to strive to ensure that children’s rights are upheld in Wales. Children in Wales carry out work related to specifically promoting children’s rights and the UNCRC as they believe it is vitally important for children to grow up knowing their rights. 

Article 13- Children have the right to get and to share information as long as the information is not damaging to them or to others 
· UNICEF (No date) believe that it is vitally important that children have the freedom of expression as children have the responsibility to their own rights and respect the rights of others. The freedom of expression includes the child’s right to share any information that they wish to in anyway they choose which could include talking, writing and drawing (UNICEF, No date)
· Child rights international network (2018) express how important it is for freedom of expression as children can express their feelings and opinions freely it is a way in which every child can learn to stand up for their rights. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights linking to article 19of the UNCRC, emphasises that children along with everyone else have civil and political rights (Child rights international network, 2018).
· The convention on the rights of the child (2010) states that other articles of the UNCRC express that every child or young person should be able to express themselves regardless of their culture or religion especially when involving children who require special needs as they should be able to express themselves. A way in which teachers can ensure that every child with disabilities can express their selves is by making the information easy to access and respond to (The convention on the rights of the child, 2010)
· It’s your right (2015) is in support of article 13 of the UNCRC as they believe that everyone has the right to say what they feel or think however, you have a responsibility not to harm others with your own views or what you say. It’s your right (2015) believe that every child has the right to express yourself freely by getting, sharing and looking for information and ideas. 
· Child rights international network (2018) states that the right for every child to express themselves is open to all the population groups, and the views of all must be represented not only those of the most powerful or important. 


















Article 19- government should ensure that children are properly cared for, and protect them from violence, abuse neglect from their parent or anyone else who looks after them
· As practicing practitioners, we felt it would be our duty to ensure that the child involved in the case study was being properly cared for, so we adapted article 19 and took actions to ensure the child is protected and followed the precautions we should take if the child was in a place of violence of abuse.
·  The convention on the rights of the child (2010) are in support of this article and states that every child and young person should have the basic right to dignity and safety, meaning they have the right to be protected from abuse any violence, just like everyone else.
· UNICEF (2010) believes all children have the right to be protected from harm whether that be mentally or physically, they also believe that it is the government’s prerogative to ensure that every child is in the proper state of care and protection from parents or any other adults the child may be in their care with.
· Child rights international network (2018) agrees with article 19 but states all other convention right must be respected for article 19 to be fulfilled including article 12 the right to be heard and article 24 the right to health.
· The children’s rights Wales (2018) suggests that all governments should be prioritising every child’s safety and ensuring that every child is being properly cared for and protected, even in schools by ensuring that all staff have had the correct training, are following robust safeguarding practicing, following up to date policies and practices and know how to deal with any problems of violence and abuse 
· The NSPCC (2015) suggests that schools should create a safe environment by creating an environment where children feel comfortable and safe enough to approach staff if they are dealing with any problems or worries, also by ensuring that any adults or volunteers working in the school don’t pose a risk to the children.
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