CLCS4007 – Athens and Rome Workshop – Retrospective Psychoanalysis – A Valid Approach?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]This workshop will examine whether the method of Retrospective Psychoanalysis is really a valid approach to trying to understand ancient figures such as Caligula. This workshop will also examine how useful such documentaries are as public educational tools. All you need to do for this session is watch the video Ancients Behaving Badly: Caligula (History Channel 2009): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Exjqxc9fdAc (see Moodle for a link), then consider the questions set out below:

1) Do you find this documentary convincing? Is it overly melodramatic and if so does that matter?

2) What are the problems with the way in which the source material is treated in this documentary? 

3) Do you think this documentary is useful for a wider (non-specialist) audience or is it unhelpful? 

4) Is Retrospective Psychoanalysis a valid approach? 




