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‘The destruction of the Temple in 70 CE proved to be a decisive turning-point for Judaism’. Examine this statement in the light of Jewish beliefs and practices using both primary and secondary sources.










1. Introduction
My report will explore a research about the destruction of the second Jewish temple in Jerusalem and its impact on the post temple Jewish religious practices and Rabbinic teachings. My research will include the writings of Josephus and the Rabbinic writings. I will research what replaced the heart of Judaism, which was the Temple in Jerusalem. I will conclude with what Jews expect and believe about their Messiah.
2. The role of the Temple in Jerusalem
The temple in Jerusalem was used for an animal sacrificial offering. Priests called Kohenim, were responsible to cut the sacrificial animals, which animals were carefully tested if suitable to sin offering. The temple was a permanent home for the ark of the covenant and played a key role in Jewish religious practices, beliefs and lifestyles.
3. The Destruction of the second Jewish temple in Jerusalem at 70AD. 
In the year 70AD Romans army destroyed Jerusalem and burned the temple. We find plentiful information about the destruction of the second temple in the books of the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus. “The Jewish Wars”[footnoteRef:645] provide a lot of information about the destruction of the Jewish nation. Jews didn`t accept Jesus Christ as the messiah. After the destruction of Jerusalem, the temple and the massive suicide on the Masada, Jews were left with the Oral Torah and the teachings of the Rabbis. [645:  Josephus, F. (2018, 10 25). The Wars Of The Jews. Retrieved from http://www.sacred-texts.com: http://www.sacred-texts.com/jud/josephus/war-7.htm

] 

The authencity and credibility of Josephus historical books is questionable. Firstly, because he was a betrayal of the Jewish nation, he was living in Vespasian`s private residency and the emperors were reading his books. And secondly because, his books are giving confronting information about the events. However, Josephus supports the vision that the destruction of the temple was ordained by God himself: 
4. The Rabbinic teachings and the role of the synagogue. After the destruction of the temple Jewish Pharisees let by Ben Zakai went in an area called Yavneh, where they created prayer schools.[footnoteRef:18388] A new doctrine and interpretation of the Torah was required. In the Year 220CE the book of Mishnah was written by the Jewish Rabbies. It was supposed to give an interpretation of the Torah and guidance for the Jewish nation. [18388:  S. Ansel, (2012) The Jews. Sofia:Riva.] 

The synagogue now was replacing the temple. The Jewish Rabbies were giving spiritual guidance and Jews replaced the animal sacrifices with vegetable leaves and fruits. The destruction of the temple destroyed the connection between men and God and a new doctrine between sin and punishment was required. The so called “Mitsva” replaces the animal sacrifice, which was impossible after the destruction of the temple, which makes it the most significant fact in the religious practice of Judaism.
There is collection of Rabbinic sermons, also called Midrashim which debates on the reason why the Jewish temple was destroyed. Here is a part of it. “Ones asked the pagan philosophers: Can we destroy the nation of Israel? They replied: “Try in their synagogue, if you hear children voices learning the Torah, you will not be able to destroy them” [footnoteRef:24036]. This Rabbinic teaching explains why the Jewish Temple was destroyed. [24036:  ] 

Jews in the synagogues were now devoted in prayers as described in the book of Mishnah, which they believed would result in the arrival of their Messiah. Jewish Rabbies thought Kabalistic practices in their prayer schools using numerological and astronomical sciences. “The prayer is compared with the leather of Jacob, which leads from sky to earth. It is being supported by the mystical numerology, which purpose is to support the “kabanna”, I.e. the spiritual concentration of those who pray.”[footnoteRef:1252] This prayer styles spreads in Christianity, Islam and other religious as well through the ages. [1252:  A.Shuraki. (2007) The History of the Jews. Sofia:Saiman Goldhil] 

Since 1500 Jews are returning in Israel with the expectancy of their Messiah. “According to the Orthodox Jews the third Jewish temple will be build when the Messiah arrive or when God commands it”[footnoteRef:13449] They believe that when the third Jewish temple is build, the Messiah will arrive. [13449: Goldhil, S.(2012) The temple in Jerusalem, Sofia: Vitleem] 

5. Conclusion: The Jewish temple has always been at the heart of Judaism. The first and second temples were mediators between men and God. After the destruction of the Temple Jews survived with the help of the Oral Torah and the Rabbinic teachings. They send their prayers to their Messiah and hope that when the third Jewish temple is build, he will arrive. 
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