Cory-Jay King – 1902284		Word Count – 1832
Do festivals encourage antisocial behaviour
Festivals are one of the most popular type of event, a festival serves as a location for a number of different people from various backgrounds and different interests to meet and make new friendships in their enjoyment of the particular event. However, festivals in spite of the benefits that come from uniting people with similar interests also can have adverse effects on both the local people as well as the other festival goers.
In this report I will be evaluating a number of the positive’s aspects and a number of the negatives aspects to decide whether or not Festivals do encourage antisocial behaviour or if they create a more social environment. This report will be primarily focused towards music festivals, the most frequently attended type of festival, and I will also be considering both literature festivals and art festivals to use as examples and types of festivals to compare with others.
Festivals offer opportunities for people that would not often meet or be friendly with one another are able to meet and develop a friendship, or at least a camaraderie. Festivals can come in to help boost the economy of the surrounding settlements in the area that the festival is in, they also provide a boost in a number of different vocations from construction workers who set it up, to the security that work to prevent the crowds from getting to close to the stage that the performance is being carried out on, or to a particular piece of art that people are interested in. Festivals also serve as a way of promoting the career of a musical artist or, in the case of an author or a painter their latest pieces of work and draw the interest of the general public to the area.
In spite of the reports about the large amount of rubbish, and the tents of the people that were at the festival, that are left behind by festival goers in more recent years the Glastonbury Music Festival has had a noticeable drop in the number of tents as well as the amount of rubbish that gets left behind when the people who attended the festival left in 2019 when compared to the amount of rubbish left behind after the 2017 and 2016 festivals.
As I have mentioned before, many types of festivals, especially music festivals, provide a boost to the local economy in a number of ways, the most obvious being the increased number of jobs in the area giving people an additional source of revenue that people can use to buy more items boosting the local economy. Festival organisers also have to organise a number of supplies for when they are setting up the stage and the supplies for the people that will be attending the festival, from the men that will supply the construction materials necessary to build the stages to the trucks and stands that provide the food that people will consume in the form of concessions, the organisers will allow people to set up their stalls and trucks in exchange for a fee from the people that own the various supply sources. People that do not want to spend their nights in a tent tend to stay in any kind of hospitality business in the nearby area the people that stay in the various hotels and B&B’s in the area are able to massively increase their income in that time period further aiding the local economy.
A further boost to the local economy comes in the form of the purchase of alcohol and from the clothing and cosmetics industry. While staying in the area many of the girls will run low on there supplies of cosmetics, like makeup and perfume, so they have to go to the local stores to increase their supplies after they begin to run low. While attending a music festival a number of the men and women will witness the trends in fashion that the stars are currently following as well as the fashions that the other men and women that attend the festival are currently following they will then go and buy the clothes that they like from the local clothing retail outlets, which provides a further boost to the local economy.
Festivals also offer a chance to the people that are otherwise unable to travel to, or afford the price of, the larger concerts and tours of the big musical stars a chance to see them live that they otherwise would be unable to do, since the price of a ticket to a music festival is often a great deal less than the price of a ticket to see them live on stage in a concert that they are staring in. 
In spite, of the benefits that festivals offer to people they do have their problems and drawbacks. One of the most prominent problems that festivals, especially music festivals like Glastonbury, create is simply the mess from where the festival goers have simply returned to their cars and left leaving large amounts of rubbish behind including the tents that they used, this can have a serious detrimental effect on the environment of the area as it often takes weeks for the rubbish left behind can be picked ups, and also is used by people that are opposed to having that festivals in the area as justification not to have the festival in the area again.
Another problem once again connected to music festivals is the noise level, most festivals start at a reasonable time, the 2019 Glastonbury Music Festival opened at 8am, with performances starting at 9am on the 26th of June, and continued for the next five days in which 2,500 musical acts performed, the noise from the performances could be heard for miles around and resulted in a number of complaints about the noise level being filed against the festival and the organisers of the event.
Drug use is a common problem the occurs at many music festivals, and has become a serious issue that organisers have to take into consideration when planning a festival, and the measures that they have to take to try and contain the number of people that both use and distribute the illegal substances. The most frequently used drugs at a music festival are cannabis and cocaine both of which are highly illegal and carry hefty sentences if they are found to be in people’s position. Drug Dealers will often target the people that are attending the festivals in order to create a repeat clientele by getting the people that attend the festival addicted to the illegal substances that they are selling.
Alcohol tends to flow during a festival, with many people that attend Glastonbury or a similar festival, enjoying a drink while out in the sun, however some people tend to indulge in it a bit too much. While acts of drunkenness are less common in festivals now than they were in previous times, they are still a prominent problem that organisers have to deal with while planning festivals and during the time it is being carried out. While under the influence of alcohol some festival goers will engage in acts of hooliganism, and can damage properties in the area around where the festival is taking place in.
Theft is a serious issue that affects the vast majority of festivals, the abundance of valuables concealed in a relatively flimsy and easily broken into tent can be a highly tempting target for any thief. Most festivals send their security around a large number of the tents to ensure that the number of robberies are kept to the minimum or are unable to be carried out and in the cases when something valuable has been stolen, and the security teams is unable to retrieve the stolen items, then the security teams report the thefts of the items to the police.
A number of festivals lack the required facilities to meet the needs of the number of people that attend them. The festivals often have too few washing up facilities to accommodate the number of people that are in the attendance of the festival, which aids in the spread of diseases in those that are attending the festivals. People often struggle to cope with the effects of the sun in the Summer resulting in them suffering from Heat Stroke which also puts further strain on the local medical system.
People that have been injured, mainly because they have over-indulged on alcohol, some of the festival goers also struggle due to the effects of the heat of the sun on them, and they often have to travel to the hospitals and doctors in the local area when they find themselves feeling unwell, which causes trouble for the people that live locally as it reduces the amount of time that the doctors have available to them to help treat them when they feel unwell.
The research and subsequent findings in this report indicate that festivals serve as a major form of encouragement to antisocial behaviour among the people that attend them. The people that attend often become the victims of the thefts that occur in the campgrounds or are convinced by the men and women with the drugs to take them.
A number of people that attend festivals struggle when trying to control their drinking when it comes to alcohol which increases the number of problems that come with the increased number of people drinking, like alcohol poisoning or people injuring themselves as a result of people falling down and breaking their limbs.
With people being incapacitated as a result of the alcohol that they have ingested during the day; at night they are more vulnerable to the thieves that stalk the camping grounds as they are now incapacitated due to how much they have drunk, with many of the thefts that occur in the area taking place in the night.
The local medical system is put under serious pressure by the festival goers that suffer from problems while there, like heat stroke and alcohol poisoning which reduces the number of local people that can use the hospital and the local medical services, it also puts pressure on the area’s accident and emergency crews as they usually have to transport the injured to the hospital in the ambulances, and in the case of the ward itself it reduces the number of people that are available if there is an actual emergency happening at the same time. 
After reviewing all of the information that I have collected in this report, I have come to the conclusion that Festivals are a large contributor to antisocial behaviour and, in spite of the benefits that the local economy receives they also increase the pressures on the local people by reducing the availability of their healthcare. I have also concluded that festivals help contribute to increasing addictions to both illegal drugs and alcohol due to the exposure to them over the period of time that the festival lasts.
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