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Landscape Report – Castell Allt-Goch, Lampeter

The Hillfort Grounds
[bookmark: _Int_YDy1wOU4][bookmark: _Int_Hro8AoT8][bookmark: _Int_8mcczQlQ][bookmark: _Int_pWHXNRjW][bookmark: _Int_PXLtJiW9][bookmark: _Int_LmoKNSRF][bookmark: _Int_gMMcvudw]Castell Allt-Goch, an Iron Age hillfort located in Lampeter, is one of around six hundred of it’s type and from this time period in Wales. While the site is now used to graze sheep, it was once a fortified ground consisting of formidable banks, ramparts and defenses, of which some survive to the present day. For example, not only do the actual defense mechanisms of the hillfort survive as the scarps, ramparts and walls remain, but the sections of the outworks of alternative defenses can still be seen. This suggests there were previously double outer defenses, showing the ground’s prowess as well as providing archaeological intrigue. Part of the settlement’s south-west outer wall remains in addition to the structures pertaining to the castle and wider civilian grounds surrounding it. The wall in particular offers interest due to the fact that it may have been built following the fall of the site as a hillfort, as it comprises of a number of quartz blocks that have been integrated into the structure. The structure shows erosion scars from the quartz being removed from it, the material apparently sourced from the fort itself (Toby Driver, 2016).

· Oval hillfort, substantial and steep banks (scarps), detached rampart (defensive wall with a walkway on the inside-up to 4m tall at CA-G) on east and west gateways
· mall knoll (hill) overlooking another hillfort Castell Goetr
· Low outworks (sections of fortification in front of main part) throughout pasture indicating previous double outer defense
· Supposed removal of bivallate (earthwork with two banks) outer defenses around fort (Davies and Hogg, 1994) however unlikely
· Outworks flank east/main gateway (central indent in long side of hillfort) to slow visitors/attackers?
· Number of quartz blocks incorporated into field wall sourced from the fort/erosion scars visible

Issues Regarding Documentation and Accessibility
[bookmark: _Int_Wclaiw2Z][bookmark: _Int_1HlQaQMk][bookmark: _Int_LS5tU6SV][bookmark: _Int_daxJkWVB]There is very little documentation of the settlement grounds at Castell Allt-Goch, outside of description of what remains of the site available for the public to view. This could be for a litany of reasons, such as the fact that the site itself may have been hardly documented even while it was in use as a hillfort and settlement, or that these records have been lost. Equally, the region of west Wales with Ceredigion and Lampeter in particular has a very low population, which may link to a disinterest in its culture and history from larger organisations. Much of the documentation of Castell Allt-Goch focuses only on the site itself, what remains of the hillfort, rather than the culture and social history that would have existed there. Considering hillforts were similar to towns, consisting of civilians and countless individual lives within them, there is little to no accessible information regarding this specifically regarding this site. This creates issues with attainability and convenience regarding the public when attempting to obtain information about the history of Lampeter in particular, considering the difficulty with which information can be found, especially when there is such a limited amount of information that is known at all. Regarding the lack of detail regarding the social aspects of this hillfort, there is a risk of public disconnection to their historical backgrounds within Lampeter and furthering the narrative that the history of Ceredigion and west Wales in particular is perhaps less important than that of a larger population group or area. 
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- Theme, consider evidence and resources available

- Construct a narrative that highlights historic context and issues pertinent to the present
day

- Include concerns of management/the future of the theme
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- Explore level of detail that can be drawn from publicly accessible
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Description

Aerial photograph of Castell Allt-Goch, Lampeter. Taken on 09 November 2009.
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