OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 
19/10/2023, 14:00pm, Year 4

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation took place in a year 4 class during an English lesson on inferences where the chlidren were looking at what inferences were and seeing if they can make their own inferences. Furthermore, the children were split into ability groups with the lower ability sat at the front with the TA and the higher ability sat at the back. there was a child using a tool to help him see the borad better as he is visually impaired. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Children split into ability groups – because of this there was a young boy at the front who had his hand up for 5 minutes or more trying to answer the questions but the teacher never asked him to answer the questions so he then put his hand back down. 

After this he didn’t put his hand up much because he didn’t get the teachers attention the first time around when he had his hand up the first time. However, the teacher did after some time during an activity come over to that table to talk to them and ask them about the task they were set meaning that they were not completely ignored the whole lesson but they didn’t get much attention compared to the higher ability groups 

It took a long time but the boy eventually did put his hand up again to answer the question but again didn’t receive the teachers attention. 

Ability groups: some of the higher ability children looked bored and disinterested at what was happening in class 




	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Could look at classical/operant conditioning – conditioned to put hands up, conditioned to not put hand up again becasue he didnt get a response from the teacher./ reinforcement for putting hands up etc. 

Groupings – could look at theories surrounding ability grouping and whether these are good or bad for childrens learning 

Attention – could look at theories around attention and why the teacher may not have been able to give that table his attention much 

Maslow’s hierarchy of needs – what needs should be met in class 








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Lesson took place after a break so children were noisy and unsettled, there were some distractions because there were people just outside the classroom and there were objects on the table once the activity had started. 

















Record 2
	Date and time, year group:


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context







	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)









	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?










	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)






















Record 3
	Date and time, year group:


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context







	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)









	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?










	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
















