1. To what extent were the Normans united by a shared sense of identity?

Before the Normans were called ‘Normans’, meaning ‘man of the north wind’, they were Vikings who had settled in Northern France. Over time, the Vikings founded the duchy of Normandy, which was established by a man that was called Rollo. Rollo (860-932) was originally from Scandinavia, but journeyed to Normandy, where he later established himself as the Duke of Normandy. Rollo spent much of his life sailing to foreign lands, such as Scotland, England and France. Rollo became a highly significant figure when he invaded France with his Danish army, but he was sadly defeated by Charles II the Simple of France. After defeating Rollo, Charles II the Simple negotiated a treaty between himself and Rollo, the treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Ente[footnoteRef:1], in which Charles gifted to Rollo a part of Neustria[footnoteRef:2], which would later become known as Normandy[footnoteRef:3]. Rollo’s son, William I Longsword, was given the title of Duke in 927, before Rollo’s death in 932. Rollo was baptised before his death, but it is widely believed that Rollo died as a pagan. After conquering England in 1066 in the Battle of Hastings, they then set out to conquer and colonise Wales, Ireland and Scotland. 
	The Norman influence in Britain that still exists today is that of their castles. Although the actual building of castles was not a Norman invention, the Norman because ‘masters’[footnoteRef:4] of their ‘simple yet enormously effective motte-and-bailey castles’[footnoteRef:5]. A motte-and-bailey castle consisted of being a mound topped by a timber palisade and tower-it was a type of fortification that they built, and it was very effective, ‘it became the hallmark of Norman penetration and conquest’[footnoteRef:6]. The castles became a base where they would plan strategies and train their knights, it was due to this that the Normans became ‘masters of cavalry warfare’[footnoteRef:7]. Norman knights were fierce and brutal soldiers, which was essential to conquering through warfare, but this sadly had consequences, it ‘left little room for the feelings of humanity and mercy with which Christian teaching was later to endow the concept of chivalry’[footnoteRef:8].  [1:  Rollo Duke of Normandy (2018) [accessed 29 October 2018].]  [2:  Rollo Duke of Normandy (2018) [accessed 29 October 2018].]  [3:  Rollo Duke of Normandy (2018) [accessed 29 October 2018].]  [4:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Norman People (2018) <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Norman-people> [accessed 12 November 2018].]  [5:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Norman People (2018) ]  [6:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Norman People (2018) ]  [7:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Norman People (2018)]  [8:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Norman People (2018)] 

	The battle of Hastings is considered to one of the first things that come to mind when you think about the Normans. The Anglo-Saxon king Harold II of England had attempted to defend England from the Norman forces of William, the duke of Normandy, who is a descendent of Rollo, the very first duke of Normandy. It is said that the battle of Hastings took place on the 14th of October, 1066[footnoteRef:9], and it is widely known that William, along with his Normans, defeated Harold II, and conquered England. William I, or as he is mostly known throughout history, William the Conqueror[footnoteRef:10]. The Norman conquest of England in 1066 is understood to be the most famous of all English battles and is still remembered today. [9:  History Extra, 8 battle of Hastings facts (2018) <https://www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/battle-hastings-facts-where-why-weapons-casualties-how-won/> [accessed 12 November 2018].]  [10:  History Extra, 8 battle of Hastings facts (2018) ] 

	The Norman identity in England was instilled under the reign of William the conqueror. William, son of Robert, the duke of Normandy[footnoteRef:11], was born in 1027 in Falaise[footnoteRef:12]. William the conqueror’s reign produced something incredible that is still considered today to be one of the most significantly important pieces of documental history: the Domesday book. The Domesday book was commissioned by William conqueror in 1086. It included recording of names of all landowners and their tenants in England. It also recorded buildings, which included ‘castles, notably the Tower of London’[footnoteRef:13]. [11:  Westminster Abbey, William I (the Conqueror) (2018) <https://www.westminster-abbey.org/abbey-commemorations/royals/william-i-the-conqueror/> [accessed 12 November 2018].]  [12:  Westminster Abbey, William I (the Conqueror) (2018) ]  [13:  Westminster Abbey, William I (the Conqueror) (2018) ] 

After his victory in the battle of Hastings, William the Conqueror marched onto London. Due to the fact that he was a Norman, he encountered some resistance on his arrival in London from the Anglo-Saxons, but he quelled this by using his Norman knights. He was crowned on Christmas day in 1066 in Westminster Abbey. He was crowned by the archbishop of York, Aldread, instead of the archbishop of Canterbury, Stigand. It is believed that when William the Conqueror was presented as the new king of England, the ‘French -speaking Normans and English-speaking Saxons then shouted their approval the Norman soldiers outside thought the noise inside was an assassination attempt and began setting fire to houses around the Abbey’[footnoteRef:14]. It was after this that he riots broke out, but William the conqueror and the clergy remained in Westminster abbey and ‘completed the service despite the chaos’[footnoteRef:15]. The being crowned on Christmas day dates back to the time of Charlemagne[footnoteRef:16]. William the conqueror has deliberately formulated this idea in order for his crowning to be justified, but most importantly, this aspect of linking himself to Charlemagne through the date of his crowning legitimises his right to rule and most importantly, his title. But it must also be remembered that Charlemagne, while French was not a Norman, but since he is considered to be the hero of all of Christendom, and this is shown in the Song of Roland. William the Conqueror died in 1087, when he was ‘flung from his horse’[footnoteRef:17] whilst fighting in France. He later died at St. Gervais priory in Rouen, but it is unknown whether he died on the 8th[footnoteRef:18] or the 9th[footnoteRef:19] of September in 1087. He is buried at St. Stephen’s church in Caen, ‘which he founded’[footnoteRef:20].  [14:  Westminster Abbey, William I (the Conqueror) (2018) ]  [15:  Westminster Abbey, William I (the Conqueror) (2018)]  [16:  ‘The Song of Roland’, ed. by Burgess. G (London: 1990).]  [17:  Westminster Abbey, William I (the Conqueror) (2018)]  [18:  Westminster Abbey, William I (the Conqueror) (2018)]  [19:  Westminster Abbey, William I (the Conqueror) (2018)]  [20:  Westminster Abbey, William I (the Conqueror) (2018)] 

The Conquering of England by the Normans could be argued to an example of medieval colonialism, this is due to the fact that they used empirical language to justify their invading of foreign lands. This can be seen in England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland. After William the Conqueror becoming king of England, he began establishing settlements along the borders between Wales and England, mainly at Hereford[footnoteRef:21], Shrewsbury[footnoteRef:22] and Chester[footnoteRef:23]. This led to the Normans expanding westwards into Wales. They mainly settled on the coastlines of Wales. Willian the Conqueror led a military expedition to St. David’s in 1081, and it is said that whilst on the way, he founded Cardiff[footnoteRef:24]. Throughout the 1080s and 1090s the Normans expanded into Wales; conquering and settling Pembroke and the Vale of Glamorgan in South Wales. The Normans were not able to invade mid to north Wales, due to the difficulty of the terrain of the land. It was during the reign of England’s king Henry I, William the Conqueror’s youngest son, who ‘encouraged large scale Norman settlement in south Wales’[footnoteRef:25]. The first royal castle was built at Carmarthen in 1109[footnoteRef:26]. The Welsh princes refused to submit to the English king, however after the death of Henry I in 1135, the princes of Wales took the opportunity to reclaim land from the Normans, during the feuding between the royal family following Henry I’s death.  [21:  Ben Johnson, The English Invasion of Wales (2018) <https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/The-English-conquest-of-Wales/> [accessed 13 November 2018].]  [22:  Ben Johnson, The English Invasion of Wales (2018) ]  [23:  Ben Johnson, The English Invasion of Wales (2018) ]  [24:  Ben Johnson, The English Invasion of Wales (2018) ]  [25:  Ben Johnson, The English Invasion of Wales (2018) ]  [26:  Ben Johnson, The English Invasion of Wales (2018) ] 

The Ireland invasion began when the king Turlough O’Connor died in 1156. In order to become ‘high king[footnoteRef:27]’ it is believed in Irish lore that ‘a king had to fight against other powerful king in order to become high king’[footnoteRef:28]. The reason the Normans first came to Ireland was in fact due to this fighting. In 1169, a group of Norman soldiers arrived in Wexford in order to help the Irish king of Leinster, Diarmuid MacMurrough[footnoteRef:29]. The Normans were invited by Diarmuid to help him regain his kingdom in Leinster.  [27:  Ask About Ireland, Norman Ireland: Medieval Ireland (2018) <http://www.askaboutireland.ie/learning-zone/primary-students/subjects/history/history-the-full-story/norman-ireland-medieval-i/> [accessed 13 November 2018].]  [28:  Ask About Ireland, Norman Ireland: Medieval Ireland (2018) ]  [29:  Ask About Ireland, Norman Ireland: Medieval Ireland (2018)] 

But before the Normans could help him, MacMurrough had to get permission from King Henry II, king of England. In 1170, a Norman lord called Richard de Clare, nicknamed Richard Strongbow[footnoteRef:30], came to Ireland from Wales. Strongbow brought reinforcements; archers, knights and horsemen. Richard Strongbow helped Diarmuid and was later rewarded by marrying Diarmuid’s daughter, Aoife. In 1171, when Diarmuid died, Strongbow became the King of Leinster. This meant that by 1170 the Normans had taken over much of the east of Ireland, thus had conquered another foreign land.  [30:  Ask About Ireland, Norman Ireland: Medieval Ireland (2018)] 

	In regard to Scotland, the Normans were never able to fully invade Scotland. This could due to the fact that the ‘land was considered to be fairly poor and a long way from their centre of government’[footnoteRef:31]. This could be why the Normans gave up on Scotland. During the next two hundred years, England and Scotland were friendly with one another. From 1286 onwards, the tensions between Scotland and England escalated and would remain so till 1320, when Robert Bruce controlled Scotland and issued the ‘Declaration of Arbroath’[footnoteRef:32]. "For as long as a hundred of us remain alive, we will never on any condition be subjected to the lordship of the English". In 1328 Edward III of England recognised Scotland as an independent, therefore conceded that Robert Bruce had the right to be king of Scotland by signing the Treaty of Edinburgh[footnoteRef:33]. Sadly, Edward III of England was determined to conquer Scotland. After the death of Robert Bruce in 329 of leprosy, Edward III launched another attack on Scotland. Although Edward III won an important victory over King David II[footnoteRef:34], the son of Robert Bruce, in 1333, he decided that the costs of fighting the war was causing many problems with tax-payers in England, therefore Edward III decided to withdraw from Scotland and left it in the hands of David II.  [31:  Spartacus Educational, Scotland and the Normans (2016) <https://spartacus-educational.com/NORscotland.htm> [accessed 13 November 2018].]  [32:  Spartacus Educational, Scotland and the Normans (2016) ]  [33:  Spartacus Educational, Scotland and the Normans (2016) ]  [34:  Spartacus Educational, Scotland and the Normans (2016) ] 

Normans adapted well to their new environments. Many of the lands that they conquered and colonised had religious practices already put in place, and the Normans instead of forcing their own religious beliefs onto the locales, had integrated and accepted their beliefs and made them their own; this led to the Normans building monasteries in these new lands, and they later became ‘renowned centre of Benedictine life and learning’[footnoteRef:35]. The Normans were very strong in their religious beliefs, and after accepting Christianity as their main religion, large numbers of Norman nobles began embarking on religious pilgrimages. These pilgrimages were usually to Rome and to the Holy Land, and it is widely believed that this ‘yearning for pilgrimages was one of the factors responsible for the Norman conquest of southern Italy’[footnoteRef:36]. The other Norman nobles had other inspirations for embarking on a pilgrimage; ‘a naïve mixture of religious devotion, a love of adventure, and a desire for fresh conquest’[footnoteRef:37]. It must be remembered that the Normans did so love their conquests, and a perfect opportunity was on the horizon for these people, a religiously justified opportunity for conquering: the crusades. The Normans are portrayed through external sources as being sly, or barbaric etc. Anna Comnena’s version of Bohemund does not apply to these thoughts. This source is Bohemund arriving to see the Emperor in Constantinople during the crusades. When meeting the Emperor, Bohemund answered, “Then I confess I was your enemy, then I was hostile. But, behold, I now stand before you like a deserter to the ranks of the enemy! I am a friend of your Majesty”’[footnoteRef:38]. Anna Comnena’s version of Bohemund is read to be quite ‘pro-Bohemund’, and therefore is not as critical of the Normans as others external sources are. There are aspects of this discussion between Bohemund and the Emperor where Bohemund’s intentions are unclear. Although he says that ‘I am your friend your Majesty’, I feel that Bohemund was not in Constantinople to make friends, but for rather personal gains. This links in perfectly into how outsiders depicted the Normans. [35:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Norman People (2018)]  [36:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Norman People (2018)]  [37:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Norman People (2018)]  [38:  Crusaders at Constantinople, Bohemund: The Version of Anna Comnena, as provided by course reader,] 

	Normans were united by a shared sense of identity during the crusades, where they took up the call by the Pope to go and conquer the holy land from the Saracens. The crusades are a perfect example on why the Normans were united by a sense of identity, in that it was a religious war, but it since it was a war that was called for by the Pope, ‘with a cry of “Deus vult!” or “God wills it!”’[footnoteRef:39], by answering that call, the Normans have indeed declared themselves to be Christian; this shows that they have assimilated to their new conquered lands and have integrated their beliefs and made them their own. Although the Normans played only a slight part in the early crusades, as it mainly was mainly the Normans that resided in Antioch that participated. The Normans were very adept at imitating what they saw, and this led to them easily adapting to the lands that they conquered and later colonised. Their marrying into the nobility of those lands cemented their place. This led to them succeeding in their gaining of land in the crusades.  [39:  History, POPE URBAN II ORDERS THE FIRST CRUSADES (2017) <http://www.history.co.uk/this-day-in-history/27-november/pope-urban-ii-orders-the-first-crusades> [accessed 15 January 2018].] 

	The characteristics that are linked directly to the Normans throughout history writings is that they were very good at assimilation and were able to adapt to their new surroundings and take in the ideas, beliefs and practices of the people and integrate it into their culture. Normans were not known for their romanticizing, they were very pragmatic in the way that they carried out tasks, and they used this pragmatic way of life into evolving to, again, adapt to their surroundings. In historical writings i.e. manuscripts, writings, the Normans are depicted to be a fierce fighting force, quite war-like in their strategies, but were also considered to be adventurous. In their conquering and taking over lands, the Normans are described to be an exploitative group of people, but they also had an excellent administrative which they developed, and a good political and financial infrastructure put in place. Their conquering of foreign lands, the Normans have been divided as a group, but these characteristics united them as a nation. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Normans were not as strict as their counterparts in England and other foreign lands. They accepted illegitimate offspring, even royal illegitimate children were considered for the crown. But they were very harsh judges and were considered to be tyrannical in their punishments. This idea coincides with the ideology around the Normans, this is due to the fact that they are considered through history to be barbarians and Vikings. The Normans considered St. Michael to their patron, and many Normans travelled far to go and see St. Michael’s shrine. 
	The belief is that the archangel St. Michael appeared to St. Aubert, the bishop of Avranches and commanded him ‘build a sanctuary on the ‘Mont Tombe’ where the archangel fought the Devil’[footnoteRef:40]. It is believed by the Normans that it is Michael who ‘weighs the souls at the Final Judgement’[footnoteRef:41]. The sanctuary that St. Aubert, the bishop of Avranches built became a popular place in which pilgrims came to pay pilgrimage in order to ‘seek comfort for a good death’[footnoteRef:42]. The site of the sanctuary has since become a renowned site and is said to be protected by Charlemagne. But it was sadly pillaged in 847 by the Vikings. It was not until Rollo and his son, William Longsword who understood the ‘spiritual importance’[footnoteRef:43] of the sanctuary and begun to rebuild and restore the building and even built the sanctuary its own monastery. From Rollo onwards, the Normans would rely on the spiritual belief from the abbey and the monastery, because they believed that this meant that the Normans believed that they had the protection from St. Michael, the archangel himself.  [40:  Norman Connections, ABBEY OF MONT-SAINT-MICHEL - (2018) <http://www.normanconnections.com/en/norman-sites/important-norman-buildings/abbey-of-mont-saint-michel/> [accessed 13 November 2018].]  [41:  Norman Connections, ABBEY OF MONT-SAINT-MICHEL - (2018) ]  [42:  Norman Connections, ABBEY OF MONT-SAINT-MICHEL - (2018)]  [43:  Norman Connections, ABBEY OF MONT-SAINT-MICHEL - (2018)] 

	 In conclusion, I believe that the identity and legacy of the Normans live on throughout history. Their influence can still be seen today through Wales, Scotland, Ireland, but more largely in England. Even though there are times throughout history where the Normans have been distanced from each other, they were always linked through their characteristics and their religious beliefs. The Normans enjoyed looking back through their genealogies in order to link their families with other great Norman leaders and important figures. But it could be argued that the invasion of England in 1066 helped to contribute to creating a shared sense of identity, as it is still considered to be the most famous battle in history in the middle ages, but also it brought about so many different changes across the boarders to other foreign lands. 
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