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Reasons for Choosing Topic (one short paragraph):
I have chosen the overall topic of the history of education, but mainly focusing on how new Labour in the 1990’s had built on but also changed the education policies brought on by the Thatcher government. I want to look at how these education policies changed the way schools ran and what affect it had on the students, using my own experience from going to school under the new Labour government, to people who went to school in the 80’s under Thatcher and even before Thatcher to see what education was like before arguably the most significant education act came into place. 
Preliminary Summary of Themes, Aims and Objectives (one to three paragraphs):
I want to focus a lot on class and gender in this topic. Gender because of things like the national curriculum that brought equal subjects for both boys and girls and did feminism have anything to do with it (and was this only brought it because we had a female PM). As well as class, because of Thatcher’s neo-liberal policies the working class was and still is worse off. How were these reflected in her education policies and what did New Labour do to try and reverse the class divide she had created within Education.
My main objective with this essay to try and provide a critical approach to education for both of parties and understand why Thatcher decided it was going to be her party that moulded modern education in Britain. Followed up by asking why Tony Blair felt the need to go ahead and tweak her policies, after all his most famous speech is his ‘Education, Education, Education’ one. I would also like to conclude with a discussion on how education needs reforming yet again, and why the current education system is set out to fail Ethnic minorities and the Working class. I want to critique all the main parties’ stances on education to try and understand why most parties are so stuck on the older ways of education and why some parties refuse to listen to the Teachers and the Students. 
Brief Preliminary List of Primary and Secondary Sources (mention any relevant archives, etc. here):
· http://www.educationengland.org.uk/history/ - Online collection of summaries of every education act from 1500 to 2018.
· https://www.margaretthatcher.org/archive - Thatcher’s Archive provides primary sources on her stance on education and her cabinets/ the public’s response to her changes.
· News articles, from the 1980’s and 1990’s as well as modern news articles discussing the effects of both parties effects on education today. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Tony Blair: In His Own Words – a collection of speeches and interviews of Blair – will hopefully have some information regarding his stance on education. 
· http://www.britishpoliticalspeech.org/speech-archive.htm - to look at archives of speeches by Thatcher and Blair (and probably some modern politicians too)
