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This assignment will illustrate the role various media sources have in shaping public perception of policing or public service organisations and the issues on which they face. The chosen contemporary issue which this essay will go into researched detail about is Child abuse, discussion will be made on this topic critically whilst using theory, policy and practice. Also, this assignment will show a detailed analysis of how child abuse is presented in various media sources. 
According to the NSPCC (2020) child abuse is a very broad term as it covers so many different types of abuse and even though it doesn’t have a clear definition it is widely known as when a child is being intentionally abused or harmed by an adult or another child. Child abuse can happen over a period of time or even be a one-off offense, whether intentional or not, child abuse is a serious concern and can cause negative and detrimental long-term effects on children. In accordance with this the Metropolitan police (2020) state that child abuse can happen to any child 18 years or under and it involves them being harmed or not properly looked after by their guardians. These examples of what child abuse entails rightfully show how important it is for children to be rescued from child abuse inside and outside of the home. Ignoring children's needs and placing them in unsupervised and dangerous situations or exposing them to sexual situations can also be classed as child abuse, and even making them feel worthless or stupid can cause trauma and scars children and young people (Smith, Robinson and Segal, 2019).
   Some of the different types of child abuse include sexual abuse, emotional abuse, physical abuse, domestic abuse and neglect. Every single one of these types can occur at home, in school or on the internet (NSPCC, 2020). Even though each form of abuse all contributes to child abuse, the worst and most used form of abuse all over the world is online child abuse. The role of the media has become the biggest it's ever been, the media has become so high profiled that its able to influence many lives daily and manipulate and twist a variety of different stories in accordance with their viewers or audience. The media plays a massive role in providing the public with information about what happens in the world manipulating many individuals into relying solely on media such as newspapers, radio, television, social media and the internet to find specific news and updates (Bray, 2018). Fake news is deceiving and changes people's perceptions of everything, by releasing false information it fills people's brains with untrue gossip, which can often be believable as they’ve read it online. 
    The media plays a key role in the construction of child abuse as a major social problem. The amount of reports on child abuse has increased immensely and it has reached saturation point according to Kitzinger (2004: 36). The media draws significant attention to societies awareness and issue responses to child abuse cases, research and intervention strategies for people to read. Even though this allows people to gain knowledge and understanding of this ever-growing issue, it also shines a light on the victims of child abuse, making them known to others. The media even though reports facts and information that is reliable and can be used for further research and can possibly prevent others from being abused, in turn this can create attention for people who have been through this trauma, it also allows others to use this as an excuse, as people see that this issue is huge and wrongfully use it to their advantage. 
    Even politicians use the media to communicate with people to relay their message, they do this through Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and even Snap chat. Social media has given people the platform to express their ideas and opinions, this is a helpful tool for politicians as they can campaign online. But as social media has become so huge in the 21st century, it can be a huge hindrance to democracy, its manipulation of the media by foreign and domestic attributes has become normal making the internet and social media to no longer be seen as a useful tool to help influence elections. It has also become riddled with rumours and has become the terrain on which entire political culture rests (Naughton, 2020). It has now become an existential threat to our liberal democracy and if the media reported the facts instead of spreading rumours, it would be a safer place for everyone and create positive influence on everything else.  
    An article by the Greenslade (2019) states that reading newspapers and watching television daily or even listening to the radio will show that the truth turns out to be a ‘moving target’. This means that the facts suddenly dissolve because journalists twist them to suit their agendas. The news is one of the biggest manipulators of fake news out there. Propaganda is created to purposely mislead and fool audiences into believing fake news, this technique promotes biased views of particular causes or agendas. People believe this propaganda and fake news. Other numerous websites publish fake news for entertainment and fun, as people are drawn to slanted views. 
    The media shines a light on child abuse and has majority of the time been a positive influence for people who have experienced this type of abuse. The media has helped numerous children relate to these awful circumstances to which they also may have been involved in themselves to openly speak about their issues regarding child abuse. There are a variety of websites that people can visit and lines that they can call to guide them when in this situation, for example the NSPCC or Child line (Discover Society, 2020)
    Overall, to conclude the media has its advantages and disadvantages on the way Child abuse is perceived, but what mainly stands out is the amount of fake reports and news which is out there on this topic and how many individuals believe such propaganda. Also, many journalists and new agencies manipulate child abuse suffers to tell their story on their websites or newspapers only hoping to make money from it and not to benefit the victim. Therefore, the media has created a bad influence on the way child abuse is portrayed in today's society. 
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