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Assignment one

Part 1
In Iceland and other countries, they think it is really important that kids are playing outdoors in their life. Some people wrote about government papers which says that the outdoors is good for kids. In the curriculum guidelines, they put a big emphasis on outside as a learning environments as a place for making kids to think good about the natural world, and as a place where you can do things like exercising and healthy living because that’s what Norodah and Johannesson (2013) say.
This emphasising on the outdoors has happened for a long time in Iceland for kids age one to six and they play outside every day in schools for kid’s age six to sixteen. Then they only get to play with their mates when it is playtime.  We do not know much about what teachers do outside to help learning, but I think it is probably going to be really different depending on the teacher you get and the school. There are signs that in Iceland that teachers are using outside more than they had use to, and in Reyjkavik, the capital, seventy percent of school say that they do outside education quite a bit. (Oladottir, 2008).
Adapted from: Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.





Part 2a
This essay will be about Forest Schools. A definition of Forest Schools has been made by the Forest Schools network, it says that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences within a woodland environment”. Murry and O’Brien (2006).  People are a bit worried that kids in school now, do not get to go to woodlands and green places, like their parents did because, they are worried that something will happen to them. Kids can now do loads indoors now and that’s what Murry and O’Brien think. There is Research that tells us that, if they do not go outside when they are younger, then they will not go out when they are grown up either and will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of accessing nature. Ward Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, Findlay, Wherrett and Travlou (2004). That is because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and that the welsh government are encouraging teaches to do forest schools in their own schools now and especially in the foundation phase.
Reference list:
welsh assembly government. Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: 2009. WAG. Ward Thompson, C., Aspinall, Bell, Findlay, Wherrett and Travlou, Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Report to the Forestry Commission, Edinburgh, (2004).
O'Brien and Murray, A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research. (2006).
Part 2b
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The answer to this is plagiarism, and it is crucial to avoid this because you will fail for plagiarising work done by another person. You should always put the reference with the information you are using, to ensure that you are showing where you have researched the information and who it was by.

2. This is false, because if you are taking information from a source like a book or a website, it has come from a source in which work has been published by another person, so you must put the reference next to the information that you are using within your assignments to acknowledge the persons work.

3. This is false, as any information on Wikipedia can be inaccurate because anyone can edit the information on the website. Referencing from Wikipedia in opinion, is lazy and does not provide an accurate source for where the information has come from and who it was by. All information can be accessed by people who are not experts within the topic they talk about.


4. when you are making a reference which is more than thirty words, you must centre it by using the left indent and right indent, putting 1cm in each, you do not have to use speech marks, but you must still put the reference at the end of it with the authors name , date and page number.
5. When conduction research for assignments, the best sources that are acceptable for the purpose of academic study are: books, newspapers, articles, official reports and source relevant materials. These are acceptable as you can reference these sources and where the information has come from and who wrote the information and are referencing.














Part 3
This assignment is a critical review of a journal article.  This critical review will look at the report on student perspectives on cyber bullying, the statistics gathered, how the students feel about the topic and how they deal with the issue. It will also look at the gramma and the lay out of the report and how it allows the reader to read from the language of the report and the statistics used, and how it reads from the start of the aims to the conclusion of the report. 
It is a report on students’ perspective on cyber bullying (Agatston, Kowalski, Limber, 2007).  It looks at cyber bullying, how it happens, how students deal with cyber bullying and who is affected by cyber bullying. The lengths of each focus group were forty-five minutes long and each group was comprised of only male or female and if the students are familiar with the technology they are using.  In this article talks about the aim which was for “the focus groups were to gain a better understanding of the impact of cyber bullying on students and the possible need for prevention messages targeting students, educators, and parents” (Agatston, Kawalski, limber , 2007, p. 59).
The results of the report show that students are quite familiar with the technology like cell phones and computers that they use every day and how cyber bulling through these devices affected them.  It is also shown that when doing research into the subject that 
students—particularly female students—view cyber bullying as a problem but one rarely discussed at school, and the students do not see the school district personnel as helpful resources for dealing with cyber bullying.
                                                        (Agatston, Kawalski, limber, 2007, p. 60).  

This shows that because of the school’s policy on using phones and social media in school makes the students feel that school adults are going to take their phones away because they are not supposed to have the devices on them. The results also showed that some students had a way of dealing with the cyber bullying so that it would not escalate or get out of hand. One of the outcomes of the students’ perspective on cyber bulling states the following:
It is recommended that school districts that allow cellular phones on campus prepare, and accompany these policies with literature for parents on cyber bullying. for this potential by ensuring that cellular phone policies are enforced with consistent consequences for students who use their phones during the school day. 
					(Agatston, Kawalski, limber, 2007, p. 60)

This suggests that schools need to change their approach on how it deals with students by allowing them to have their phones on them, but at the same time, dealing with students who use their phones during the school hours willingly. It also suggests that students and parents read the schools districts policy to understand the acceptable use of technology, and for the parents to have literature on better understanding about cyber bullying which happens to the students.
The report is structured so that it is easy to use for the reader and that the language used is consistent through out the report. It does not use long or complicated words, so the reader does not get lost when reading and learning about what the report goals and objectives are. Although the report does make use on number format, it is consistent and only used when stating the number of students that took part or for percentages for the statistics when brought up report within the report. The report has been set out so that each section is under a clear sub-heading to clearly state which information is coming next within the report. 

While the report does make a good argument on cyber bullying and how it could be tackled, it does not make a compelling argument in regard to allowing students to have phones in school, as it had looked at one hundred and fifty students and two middle schools and two high schools. While it does argue that students should be told to read the policy and sign these, it would not be the most approachable way of dealing with this, as students may not understand the language used within the policy and students would just ignore these, as stated that students could circumvent the school filters to access social media sites, although they did not need to access them as no one would use them during school times. It states that the students at these ages were very sophisticated users and could adapt technology to every day use. One of the arguments of this report is that students would rather go to their parents than adults in school as they would not help. 
In conclusion to this, the report does outline an important subject and does make a good argument about dealing with the topic of cyber bullying, but it could have done more with more research by speaking with students at more schools and suggest other solutions to dealing with the issue. This can include how to make students feel more comfortable to approach adults at schools when the topic arises and adults at the schools should be trained to deal with this topic and how it can better protect their students online during the school times. The suggestion of having parents and students signing a form to say they have read the policy, while this suggestion is useful, student would not take notice to this at their age, as a teacher would have, as teachers would take this more seriously than the students would have.
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