SAFEGUARDING TIMELINE




2011


DBS disclosure and barring system created by merging CRB and independent safeguarding authority. 





The rights of children and young people Wales measure (2011) – placed duty on ministers to have due regard for UNCRC when developing or reviewing new legislation. 





Levinson inquiry into phone hacking scandal. Newspaper journalist hacked phones to create headlines about kidnapped children. 


2012











2014





2015


2016


2017


2018


Munro report reviewed all safeguarding practises and ultimately changed processing times and speed of responses in social care and safeguarding. 


Operation Yewtree = ongoing police investigation into sexual allegations within the entertainment industry. 


Operation Pallial = ongoing inquiry into child abuse in care homes/children’s homes. 


Protection of freedom Act (2012) – legally scrapped CRB system and made disclosure and barring scheme with transferable systems statutory. 


Social services and well-being Wales Act (2014) – legal framework for improving well-being of people who need care with emphasise on a child centred approach, rights of the child and the best interest of the child. 


Operation Stovewood = ongoing police investigation into the Rotherham child exploitation scandal and failures of LAs to act on allegations. 





2020


 2019


Well-being of future generations Wales Act (2015) – public bodies to consider long term impact of decisions. 
Operation hydrant = inquiry into the historical sexual grooming of young children in public prominence or institutions (football academies etc) 
The digital economy Act (2017) - extended protection from online pornography by allowing sites which display pornography to children to be blocked in the UK.
Working together to safeguard children (2018) - Statutory guidance on inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.
General data protection regulation (GDPR) Act (2018) – replaced data protection Act. Concerned with keeping personal records safe. 
Wales safeguarding procedures (2019) - published to provide guidance on safeguarding children and adults who are at risk of abuse and neglect; replacing 2008 procedures, with all information accessible though an App. 
Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act (2020) – All forms of physical punishment are no illegal. 

1945


1948


1973


Dennis O’Neil killed by foster parents, this influenced the first Children Act 


Children act (1948) – overhaul of fostering provision, LAs had duty to provide care for children who needed it. 


Maria Colwell killed by step father after being returned to family from foster care, this influenced the second Children Act


1975


1978


1984


1989


1991





1993


1997


1998


1999





Children Act (1975)  - superseded 1948 Act and introduced Area Child Protection Committees (multi agency groups). 


Protection of children Act (1978) - prevent the exploitation of children by making indecent photographs of them; and to penalise the distribution, showing and advertisement of such indecent photographs.


Jasmine Beckford killed by stepfather, the family were visited 78 times by social services but Jasmine was only seen by professionals once, this influenced the 1989 Children Act.


Children Act (1989) – superseded 1975 Act, ‘significant harm’ and ‘children in need’ first used. Placed responsibility on LAs to provide care for children and families in need (section 17) and undertake enquiries if it is believed children are suffering or at risk of significant harm (section 47) Welfare of children paramount. Children’s services to provide policies and procedures specific to children’s needs. Children best cared for at home with own families with ‘parental responsibility’ introduced. 


Working together (1991) – legal responsibility placed on social services with regards to safeguarding children. This is now replaced with Working together to safeguard children (2018). 


UNCRC (1991) – rights of children ratified in UK


Murder of Stephan Lawrence by gang of white youths in London, this lead to the Macpherson report. 


Sex offenders Act (1997) – lists al people convicted of sexual abuse acts 


Human rights Act (1998) – rights of all human being: life, freedom, education etc. 


Protection of children Act (1999) – framework for identifying those unsuitable to work with children = List 99 


Macpherson report, a public enquiry into the METs investigation into Stephen Lawrence’s murder, which uncovered institutional racism within the MET


 


Victoria Climbie tortured and killed by aunt and partner with 12 missed opportunities from police, LAs and NHS to save her, this lead to the Laming report and influenced the ‘Every child matter green paper’ and ultimately the Children Act 2004. 



2000





2001


Care standards Act (2000) – regulate and ensure competent level of care consistent across services for children, elderly and vulnerable. CSSIW established as result of this Act and the NMS for childcare settings


Waterhouse report, enquiry into the abuse of children in a north Wales children’s home which came about by Alison Taylor a social worker making allegations that were not being listened to, she became whistle blower and took story to media leading to full inquiry. 


Children’s Commissioner Act Wales (2001) - Established by the Care Standards Act 2000, the Children's Commissioner for Wales is an independent children's human rights institution.


2002





2003





2004





2006


2007


2008


2010


Education Act (2002) - introduced the requirement of safeguarding children and young people from abuse or neglect. It sets out the roles and responsibilities of teachers and those with delegated responsibility for child protection. 


Holly and Jessica kidnapped and murdered by local college caretaker who had ‘mastered’ the CRB system. This lead to the Bichard report. 


Bichard report looked into failings of CRB checks as a result of deaths of Holly and Jessica, which lead to improved record keeping and enhanced CRB checks (now DBS) 


Lord Laming’s report published after the death of Victoria Climbie, made 108 recommendations to better safeguard children, including setting up a national database recording all children, the need for a children’s commissioner and local safeguarding children boards. The report lead to the creation of ‘Every child matters’ green paper and the children Act (2004). 


Children Act (2004) – works alongside children act 1989, set out process for integrating children’s services and children’s commissioner for England. Statutory local safeguarding children boards to replace area child protection committees.  Created legislative framework for effective information sharing and interagency working with clearer accountability of agencies involved with safeguarding. Serious Case Reviews established and influenced All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008). 


Clywch report lead by Peter Clark (Wales first children’s commissioner) into drama teacher at a school with years of allegations that had been dealt with ‘in house’ at school and how to not let this happen.


Childcare Act (2006) – standards of care and protection relevant to all services offering paid childcare. Inter-agency working required and family information services set up. 


Peter Connelly (baby P) died at 17 months old by mother and partner after months of abuse and being repeatedly seen by social services and health professionals. This lead to another report by Lord Laming with a further 58 recommendations.  


All Wales child protection procedures (2008) – comprehensive file of all safeguarding policies and procedures that should be followed by everyone working with children. This has now been replaced by the Wales safeguarding p[procedures (2019). 


Operation spade = international police investigation into child pornography which uncovered a Cardiff deputy headteacher had been secretly filming students going to the toilet. 


Sarah's Law (2008) The Child Sex Offender Disclosure Scheme (CSODS) lets you formally ask the police whether someone who has contact with a child or children has a record for child sexual offences.
