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Executive summary

My research delves into the question about the students use of Moodle within the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.  My aim is to see if the Moodle platform has enough information and ease of use for the students.
I have used a report by Rakesh Mishra the engineering department from the university to cover the literature review.
The questionnaire survey is what I have used to best analyse my methodology. I have 8 questions with answers and reviews which has helped me to formulate my conclusion.
In my conclusion I look at what the key issues may be in relation to the answers I received form the survey, the feedback, outcomes and some potential improvements that may need addressing. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]My references are from articles, websites and information on the Moodle or the use around Virtual learning Environments this is followed by my actual survey questionnaire which I had produced over the course of my term.


Introduction / Aims and Objectives

My report is based on the research that I have done on the impact students have on the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), in this case the use the of Moodle learning experience. 
I will be demonstrating how I have developed a survey questionnaire in conjunction with my question of What is the students experience of using Moodle?
The aims and objectives of my question will be justified using careful analysis with both primary and secondary research alongside my survey questionnaire and academic scholarly articles on my topic. 
This is so I can give clear and concise information and an understanding of the research undertaken to satisfy my conclusion.


Literature review

I first investigated a set of authors, whose research into virtual learning environment I found to be very easy to understand but the one that stood out to me the most is by C. Pislaru, Rakesh Mishra. The researcher went on to do research on reflections and innovations in integrating ICT in education.
The research compromised of a full investigation, analysis and evaluation of using a digital platform for course materials to work towards obtaining a degree called blackboard. 
In determination Blackboard speaks to a helpful instrument to make a suitable on-line learning condition and feed discussion and discourse off-grounds inside learning networks. 
Additionally, the 'Talk Board' include offers different open doors for the improvement of understudies' focused learning and their last scholarly outcomes. R. Mishra (2019).

Primary Data Analysis
Methodology - My research has taken me to collect raw facts in the form a survey questionnaire using quantitative variables where most if not all the data is discrete which cannot be placed in nominally.
According to 
The data I collected was based on random sampling, this is so everyone that took part had an equal chance of being picked and it remained unbiased.  
Moodle Survey - The instrument used to collect the data is the survey questionnaire in which I was able to analyse the frequency of how many people use the Moodle on average. The following is my findings and conclusions.





1.What is your gender?
○ Male   ○ Female   ○ Other

	Gender
	Count of Gender

	Female
	14

	Male
	16

	Grand Total
	30





In review of this question I could see that in the grand total of 30 people who took part in this survey was almost half, having 16 males and 14 female participants. There were none who was from the ‘other’ available selection.
 
2. Which age Category do you belong to?
○ 18-24   ○ 25-31   ○ 32-38   ○ 39-45   ○ 46+   
	Age Groups
	Total

	18-24
	8

	25-31
	14

	32-38
	1

	39-45
	2

	46+
	5

	Grand Total
	30



 
This part of my research was to place the genders into age categories to see which age group has the most percentage of students. It has enabled me to understand that almost half of the students were age between 25-31 out of the 30 participants. 

3. Which campus do you study at?
○ Holborn   ○ Oval   ○ Wales

	Campus
	Total

	Holborn
	10

	Oval
	20

	Grand Total
	30


 
The students who took part out of the three campuses only consisted of London campus students. It would have been nice to involve all three as it would have a diverse response for good measurement of usage on Moodle.

4. Which course are you currently enrolled on to?
	
	Sum of Enrolled

	Health & social care
	0

	Skills for the Workplace
	30

	Grand Total
	30



The only course in which students who took part in the survey only consisted of Skills for the workplace. The aim was to get a mixture to see differences but unfortunately it didn’t happen. As for my research purpose it goes to show it can go in any which way and therefore always to have an open mind or approach.

5. How many hours a week do you spend on using Moodle?
○ 0-5   ○ 6-10   ○ 11-19   ○ 20+
	Time spent
	Number of users

	0-5 hours
	27

	06-10 hours
	0

	11-19 hours
	0

	20+
	3

	Grand Total
	30



The amount of time in which students spend on Moodle is very low, in between 0 to 5 hours at a time. This shows that either the classes are full of all the information necessary or that there isn’t much enthusiasm from the student’s behalf.  Which ever it is there seems to be a lack of interest on the use of Moodle.

6. What is your experience on the ease of using Moodle?
	Row Labels
	Sum of Total

	Difficult
	6

	Easy
	14

	Medium
	8

	Very difficult
	2

	Very easy
	0

	Grand Total
	30



Most students found that when using the Moodle platform, it is relatively easy or medium to use whilst the other’s found it either difficult or very difficult. This shows that three quarter of students were able to use Moodle and the remaining students are either I.T. illiterate or maybe even lazy in order to go on the platform.
7. Has the information available on Moodle helped for your assignments?
○ Yes   ○ No
	Row Labels
	Sum of   Answers

	No
	9

	Yes
	21

	Grand Total
	30



This is a very significant part of my research as this indicates how the students believe the information available on Moodle is adequate for them for assessments. My survey shows that information is enough but maybe due to students not being interested in the use of Moodle they answered that it doesn’t help.

8. What will help you to get more active on Moodle?
As I made this open question without knowing much about the impact it will have on my research, it has let me analyse that going forward such questions should be avoided due to the vast amount of answers which can be received. 
I will like to add that even though the response from the participants was a very good one, it is too expanded and too open to turn into a measurable graph. Judging from the research I say that students do and will like to get more active on Moodle but need initiative, some in the form of any sort of gaming enhancements and others only financially motivated but either way willing to get active. 

Conclusion
My study has found that students are not really interested in or effected hugely by the use of Moodle during term classes until it is time for assessment break or after term ends. 
It may be the case that if lecturers were encouraged to develop a wider range of resources for the Moodle and make use of the forums as a method of answering students’ queries, the Moodle could be used to its full potential and may better aid students in achieving intended learning outcomes.
References
Britain, S & Liber, O, (1999), "A framework for pedagogical evaluation of virtual learning environments". A report presented to the Joint Information Systems Committee's Technology Applications Programme (JTAP). http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/00001237.htm
Cousin G, & Deepwell, F. (1998). "Virtual Focus Group Techniques in the Evaluation of an Electronic Learning Environment", In Oliver, M. (Ed.) ELT 98: Innovation in the Evaluation of Learning Technology Conference Proceedings, London: University of North London, 4-7,
 http://www.unl.ac.uk/tltc/elt/elt98.pdf 
Pollard E & Hillage J (2001), "Exploring e-Learning" IES Report 376, Brighton UK, www.employment-studies.co.uk
Dougiamas, M. & Taylor, P. (2003). Moodle: Using Learning Communities to Create an Open Source Course Management System. In D. Lassner & C. McNaught (Eds.), Proceedings of ED-MEDIA 2003--World Conference on Educational Multimedia, Hypermedia & Telecommunications (pp. 171-178). Honolulu, Hawaii, USA: Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE). Retrieved January 7, 2020 from https://www.learntechlib.org/primary/p/13739/.
C. Pislaru*, R. Mishra. 2019, Research, Reflections and Innovations in Integrating ICT in Education, University of Huddersfield, Dept. Engineering and Technology, Huddersfield HD1 3DH, United Kingdom. accessed January 5, 2020 from https/www.researchgate.net 

Appendix
[image: ]
Time used on Moodle




Total	

0-5 hours	06-10 hours	11-19 hours	20+	27	0	0	3	


User Experience




Total	
Difficult	Easy	Medium	Very difficult	Very easy	6	14	8	2	0	


Does Moodle Help




Total	
No	Yes	9	21	


Gender




Total	
Female	Male	14	16	


Age groups 




Total	[VALUE]

18-24	25-31	32-38	39-45	46+	8	14	1	2	5	


Campus




Total	
Holborn	Oval	Holborn	Oval	Female	Male	6	8	4	12	


Course




Total	
Health 	&	 social care	S.F.T.W	0	30	


image2.png
29IPOOIN U0 9nPe 2101393 03 oA diou 1 1M (5

NG s
wowugsse
1ok 10} pdaY SIPOOIN U0 IIGEIIEAE UOrEWIOLI 341 SeH (£

kseakions Ase3 o whpew ion
221poow Buisn jo asea aus U0 9 aseatd (o

4020 6LTI0 0190 50
£31poow 9y Fuisn Uo puads oA 0 Yaam & S0y Auews MOH (5

2010 pafoiu AuaLIng ok ase 3in0> oI (1

sorem 100 wioqion &
e Apms nok op sndure> 1M (€

Sreco  gezeD IS0 weES
£018uoj2q nok op Asoganes ae WIUM (2

wion  eEwesd  EWD
¢a9puadnoh sy eum (1





image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David




