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· Names 
Slide 2
· Question
Outline what we will be discussing:
· Me – Educational visits
· Sophie – Forest school
· Kirsty – Learning through play
· Nicole – Child centred learning
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Importance of outdoor learning
· Children’s engagement and enjoyment towards learning.
· Social skills, behaviour and well-being
· Try new activities

According to Estyn (2011) learning outdoors stimulates children’s engagement and enjoyment which positively effects the child's social skills, behaviour and well-being. Children persist with outdoor activities for a long period, which can be quite boring for young children. With the children being patient outdoors it enables them to be tackle new activities eagerly. The more the children enjoy the outdoor learning activities, the more they will want to do them. 

My topic – Educational visits
Introduction
What is it?
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Educational visits provide a different outlook on learning and encourages children to engage with their initiative and independence. The benefits of outdoor learning includes better physical and mental health and helps them to become aware of their community and environment (Haringey Council, 2019). 

Main Body
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How educational visits develop children's knowledge and skills?
“The outdoors is the ideal environment for experiential learning, because it offers unique opportunities to be creative, to move around, to be noisy and to take risks. The outdoors is full of special stimuli such as weather, sounds, smells and textures which can enrich and enhance a child’s learning environment” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009).
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Outdoor learning helps develop children’s social, creative, physical, cultural and personal skills. Some benefits of outdoor learning include:
· Increased exercise from running and playing outside improves children's health and well-being. 
· Encourages children to become aware of their environment. For example, changes in weather and how plants and animal change with the seasons. Also, to have a love for their environment.
· Develops the children’s problem solving skills in a real life experience, for example knowing how to move logs from one place to another.
· Children have the opportunity to communicate with one another, helping each other in the natural environment (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009).
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How are educational visits planned and assessed?
2 types of trips:
1. Routine visits
This type of trip occurs frequently and involves little risk to the pupils. Any accidents or injuries are covered by the schools policies. There is not much planning needed for this type of trip. An example of routine visits would be taking pupils to a different classroom.
2. Trips that require risk assessment and planning
These trips require risk assessments and extensive planning with approval from headteachers and the governing board. The person in charge of the trip must:
· be aware of the risks of the trip
· understand the activities taking place
· have the appropriate skills and knowledge 
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Consent forms signed by parents are essential for children ages 3 to 4 years. However, consent forms are not essential for children aged 5 and over, although it is appropriate to inform parents via email, letter or verbally. The only time a consent form is needed for children over nursery age would be if the trip is: (Department for Education, 2018)
· out of school hours
· high level risk factor – I went to Kingswood in primary school where I took part in outdoor activities, such as abseiling, building a raft to race against another team on the lake, zip wire and obstacle courses. These are considered a high risk and would need to be planned and have a risk assessment. 
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How theories of learning are evident in the outdoor learning contexts
Piaget believed that:
· Nature and nurture encourages a child’s cognitive development
· The environment enables children to stimulate skills to develop (Roberts, 2019).
For example, a sand pit develops a child's:
· Sense of feel, different textures of sand and stones.
· Physical development by using muscle to dig the sand.
· Imagination by building a sand castle.
· Communication skills by playing and helping each other.
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Implications for the future
Speaking from my own experience, an educational visit helped me in the future by:
· Independence – away from home, staying in a different place
· Social skills – in a team with different people
· Responsibility – looking after myself and my belongings
· Having a passion to be outside and have fun – I still enjoy being outside, going for walks

Conclusion
I believe that outdoor learning has many benefits to a child’s development and is successful when planned and assessed correctly. Personally, I enjoyed going on educational visits when I was younger. I now realise that I was learning and developing whilst having fun. 
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