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1. Using one of the establishments visited how easy is it to gain a sense of what constitutes Welsh culture?
To start off, I am not a Welsh person, nor am I even an individual from the United Kingdom. I am from British Columbia, Canada and before coming here to Wales seven months ago I had no real clue where Wales even was, let alone what its culture was. The various trips around to museums and other historical or significant sites has certainly taught me something about the local culture. The most helpful location was the Ceredigion Museum in Aberystwyth, which I had never visited before the class fieldtrip.
Out of all the fieldtrip locations, the Ceredigion Museum had the most varied collection and was one of the more engaging places. Making it fun to explore as a visitor but also to critique as an observer. I will admit I still do not know a whole lot about Welsh culture, but I do know some of the basic history and common symbols associated with Wales. I think that the best way for a museum to teach anything is to make the topic engaging and understandable to all. The majority of the exhibits on display in Ceredigion Museum were very open, inviting visitors to explore, making them engage with the items on display.
As a complete outsider, I must admit that the understanding of Welsh culture I gained from this museum was not minimal, but it certainly was more of an undercurrent throughout the displays, rather than a blatant proclamation everywhere I looked. I do not recall seeing anything overly patriotic, no flags, nothing about a national anthem, which I usually see in similar museums back at home. However, there was a lot of emphasis on the rural farming and mining background of Wales. The two elaborate displays of rural life, the barn and cottage, had covered every aspect. Tools, animals, clothing, and daily tasks in the barn followed by the furniture and construction of living space. Every item had a tag explaining both in Welsh and English what the item was and what it was used for. The reproduction cottage actually had a numbered map of the interior where each number corresponded with an item inside the display. I do not think I gained much knowledge about Welsh culture specifically since nothing particularly screamed Welsh to me. The way I saw it, life in the Welsh countryside was exactly like rural life in any other place, United Kingdom or otherwise. In a way I guess that does give a sense of Welsh culture, in that it is just like everywhere else at this time. The neighbouring display which was also on farm life definitely gave me more of an understanding of Welsh culture. The taxidermized cow’s head, the butter presses, and all the photographs of Welsh people working on their farms helped set this display apart from the almost identical displays in Canada and the United States. The cow’s head especially stands out to me because we do not have that breed at home. The butter presses and some of the other equipment in that display also have Welsh printed, stamped, or engraved somewhere on it, further distancing itself from other displays I have seen. Also, on the lower floor was the theatre display. Again, I did not see anything particularly Welsh about this display. There was an understanding that like other places all over the world, the Welsh people like to see films and shows in their free time. It was interesting to see the rating system that was used at the time which is different to anything I have ever seen. But I do not think that said anything about Welsh culture as a whole. That was merely an example of this particular theatre. The vintage posters advertising the upcoming shows were the same films showing in the rest of the United Kingdom and some of them like The Wizard of Oz and Gone with The Wind were shown in North America. An interesting aspect of the Ceredigion Museum is that is that the information desk on the first floor actually doubles as a bar. This reflects the views that the majority of Welsh people have relating to drinking. Obviously if there was enough demand from the public to build a bar and enough support afterwards to keep it running then it was clearly an important addition to the museum. I would argue that having this bar within the Ceredigion Museum shows a part of Welsh culture even though it is not actually an exhibit.
Moving on to the second floor there were numerous displays on household items. There was a section on wooden furniture, specifically chairs. Nearby there was a display set up as a mock parlour. Further on to the right in a short dead-end hallway was a display on the evolution of radio and television sets. Then in following the curve of the hall were both floating displays and items covering the walls. The exhibits had many items showing the evolution of various household products. Included in these displays were, vacuums, clocks, sewing machines, porcelain, telephones, lights, and cameras among other things. These displays gave me an idea of what life was like in Wales through the decades in the sense of what items were used, but there is very little context. Almost all of the items have been removed from their contexts and put in glass cases. For the most part the items are not in use and without looking at the tag there is little indication of who used the item and when. That section of the Ceredigion Museum is much less interactive to visitors. To me there is minimal Welsh culture knowledge gained in this part of the museum. 
Following these displays is a corner exhibit on the mining history of Wales. Mining was a big industry for Wales and many men worked in it in the past. This exhibit had a combination of items on display. A miniature diorama of a mine site, real mining helmets, a ladder which the men would have used to travel up and down the mine shaft, and some taxidermized rodents which were abundant down in the mine. This combination of items made it very easy to grasp the mining history and I think the display showed the importance of it. Here Welsh culture was tangible to any visitor. The last section on the second floor was the nautical history of Wales. Fishing it would seem was also a large industry in Welsh history and therefore played a large part in their culture. One of the most memorable displays was a padded bench where visitors could pick up what looked like a telephone and listen to traditional sea shanties. The extent of which you could interact with this exhibit made it exceptionally easy to absorb the ideas of Welsh culture through fishing. Items such as knotted ropes, models of boats, paintings, as well as a recreation scene with nets, ropes, and other tools of the trade were on display here. Not to mention that the flooring changed right after the mining section from dark carpeting to light wood panels to give the feeling that the visitor was walking on a ship’s deck. The experience here in this section of the Ceredigion Museum was one of the most immersive and like I said before, made it very easy to determine that fishing was a huge part of the Welsh culture. 
Unfortunately, the third floor was closed during my visit and so I cannot speak about it at all. I had heard that it contained a lot of items and displays on centuries old history as well as a natural history exhibit. I think that had I been able to see the third floor I might have been able to get a much deeper understanding of the history of Wales and therefore understand a lot more of the Welsh culture. The historical context I think would give a lot more information about Welsh culture and I am sorry that I missed out on it. Without this knowledge it would be unfair to pass judgement completely on the Ceredigion Museum’s ability to convey the Welsh culture to visitors. However, for the assignment I will ignore the fact that I missed a section of the museum and base my answer only on the parts of the museum I was able to explore.
Before I give my answer to the assigned question I would just like to talk a little bit about the visitor information center which also doubles as the gift shop. Even though it is technically not a part of the museum itself it is important to note that in order to get to the actual museum and its exhibits visitors have to walk through this area first. I found that when I looked around the visitor information center and gift shop I got a better idea of Welsh culture and the things which set it apart from the rest of the United Kingdom. To some these symbols might be unimportant but I found that they were the basics of the Welsh culture. There were various books available for purchase on topics such as rugby, sheep, the national anthem, and famous figures. As well as all kinds of books about historical events, the history of transportation in the area and what to go and see in Wales. Just looking at these book titles gave me a better understanding of what is important to the people of Wales and by extension Welsh culture overall.
Finally, the level of ease with which a visitor can gain a sense of what constitutes Welsh culture I would say is average. Obviously, it depends from visitor to visitor. Myself as someone who is Canadian, has never been to Wales before, and has never heard anything about Wales before coming here I would say that I learned a bit about Welsh culture. I do not think I learned an awful lot that I would consider to be Welsh culture and therefore separate from the rest of the United Kingdom’s history. Perhaps for those who are from the United Kingdom understand the exhibits differently because they know their own culture so well that they can distinguish it from the Welsh culture. Myself however, I found Ceredigion Museum interesting, but I do not think I learned all that much about Welsh Culture from it. I think I learned more from the visitor information centre and the gift shop. Seeing all the books as well as the tchotchkes in there gave me an idea of what topics and symbols are important to Wales and its people. Daffodils, dragons, Owain Glyndwr, and sheep appear to be the most important aspects of Welsh culture today. 

