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Task 1
The book I have chosen to read will be Peintio’r Drws. It is a story about a fox who is deciding what colour he should paint his door and he asks the opinion of his friends to see what they think. I chose this book because my class are 4-5 years old and have a limited understanding of Welsh. However, they have recently been learning the colours and therefore will be able to use the pictures in the book to understand what is happening.  The story has a basic sentence structure that is repeated which some of the children will understand from incidental Welsh used in the classroom. 

Within this lesson, my personal training target will be to pronounce the words correctly with expression. I will work towards this by practising the story prior to the lesson. The learning intention will be to recap the colours in Welsh and the success criteria is that they can join in with the story and answer my questions about the story. The resources I need are the online copy of the book and the interactive whiteboard. The children will be developing their oracy skills by expressing their opinions on the colour of the door, speaking audibly and listening to the opinion of others. Furthermore, they will be developing their reading skills by recognising and making meanings from words and pictures on-screen and by predicting the end of the story (DCELLS, 2015). The children will be developing their Welsh language oral skills through joining in with the story. 

Task 2
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Task 3
Prior to the story, I was very nervous because it was the first time I had read a Welsh story in front of a class. I felt that I had chosen an appropriate story for my class because the vocabulary was suitable, and it had a variety of pictures to go alongside to help the children understand what the story is about. Throughout the lesson I was conscious if I was asking enough questions related to the story. I found questioning hard because the children did not know a lot of Welsh vocabulary, therefore I could only ask questions relating to colours. Questioning is very important because it allows us as teachers to see what the children already know and to fill the gaps of knowledge and understanding. It’s always good to ask open and closed ended questions that require answers but also rhetorical questions that just get the children thinking (Hall, 2016). When reading the story, I was unsure of whether my pronunciation of Welsh was the same as the school that I was in because pronunciation can vary from different areas. Pronunciation was one of my personal targets, therefore I was more conscious to get it correct and achieve my target. Reflecting back, I feel that I asked a range of questions keeping to the same sentence structure and I engaged the children in the story relatively well. I could have learnt some more sentences that the class are familiar with and expanded my own knowledge but overall, I feel that the children enjoyed it and interacted well with the story. 

The children were very well behaved throughout the story and were always engaging with what was going on in the pictures. I was pleased with the children’s behaviour because it was the first time for them to have a Welsh story read so I was unsure if they were going to be interested or if they were going to listen and interact with the lesson. It is important that we are continuously introducing children into Welsh second language from a young age because it has been found that children pick up a second language quicker between pre-school and six years old. Far too many children are leaving schools with the incapability to speak a second language. The new curriculum is looking to change this by adding that more emphasis is going to be put on Welsh second language (Donaldson, 2015: 35), and should be done as soon as children start school. On the other hand, the disappointing aspects of the learning experience was that the teacher had to talk over the top of me because one of the boys with ADHD/ASD was fidgeting and fussing down the front disturbing other pupils. I did remind him how we sit on the carpet ‘eistedd yn dda’ and to listen but he has a very poor attention span and the teacher needed to intervene before he had an episode. Before reading the story, I explained what it was about and what we were going to be looking at within the story. I believe giving the explanation in English had a positive impact on the learning experience because the children are still young, so if they did not understand all the words in Welsh, they still would have had an idea what was happening in the story. Through having the book on the interactive whiteboard, all of the children were able to see the pictures clearly and could follow along with the words. Additionally, I did not have to hold the book, so I was able to move around and interact with the children pointing to different parts and asking questions. 

There was effective teaching and learning in the lesson when I was asking the children in Welsh about the story and they responded in Welsh. I was able to see the level of knowledge and understand of the book and who was listening carefully. I got the children to think about their own opinions on different parts of the story and whether they agree or disagree with the characters in the book. It is important for children to express their opinion because it comes under the LNF that children are able to ‘express what they like and dislike’ (DCELLS, 2015) but it also allows everyone the opportunity to speak about their interests and to learn new facts about their peers. The learning could have been more effective if I got the children to predict at the start of the lesson, what they thought was going to happen in the story. This way the children could have used their inference skills and used the pictures on the front cover of the book to come up with a story plot. The classroom management techniques that I used were questioning and pupil involvement. Through questioning the children, I always had their attention because they were thinking of answers and on each page, I was asking 4-5 different questions, so they were always prepared with answers. The pupil involvement is a key aspect with class reading because children always want to be involved and want to be picked in front of their friends. These classroom management techniques are always good when you have the children sitting in the same place for a period of time because it takes their mind off being bored. The importance of classroom management is for children to understand the teacher’s expectations and it allows the teacher to engage the children in their learning (Education.gov.gy, 2019). 

The pupils may not all have moved forward with their learning today but the key aspect to learning a new language is repetition and they all were recapping the colours that they had been learning previously in their Welsh lessons. There were additional sentences within the story that the children had not learnt before so some would have been using the story to help them progress their knowledge and understanding further. This method would be using the scaffolding strategy where they are taking what they already know and developing it through the help of another source. Therefore, linking to Vygotsky’s theory of the zone of proximal development (McLeod, 2019). I could have found some pre-story activities linking to Welsh colours to remind the children of what they are, or I could have played some games relating to Welsh colours to get the children hooked. I could solve the disruption of one of the children if I had support staff that could sit with him at the back of the classroom. This way they could ensure that he is listening, and I can continue to teach the class. However, by not having any support staff that lesson I had to have him sat by me and he was disrupting the learning of other pupils. The next step for the class is to learn about clothing because they will then be able to talk about the different clothes that the characters in the story are wearing and put sentences together. 

Overall, using my reflection, I will move forward by ensuring I have a starter activity to get the children hooked before moving forward with the main activity and then I will provide activities differentiated into three abilities providing the children opportunities to challenge themselves. If I was to read the story again, I would put more expression in and exaggerate more to engage the children in what is happening and to add more excitement to the story. I was happy with my pronunciation so I would continue to practise the book before I read it to the class again. Finally, I will read through the Foundation Phase framework and speak to my mentor to find other ways that I could move forward. 
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