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[bookmark: _GoBack]Article 12- The child’s opinion.
Children and young people have the human right to have opinions and for these opinions to matter. (Children and young people’s commissioner Scotland, 2019)
· The Children Act 1989 came into effect in England and Wales in 1991, as a result of the UNCRC. The Children Act 1989 covers a wide range of legislation one of which is that children’s views must be considered when decisions are being made about their future. 
· Practitioner should value children’s opinions and take the time to listen to children. Although it is important that practitioners follow and keep update with their settings confidentiality and child protection procedures. 
· The Reggio Emilia approach supports article 12 of the UNCRC. Arseven (2014) notes that the Reggio Emilia curriculum is decided with discussions between children and teachers. The children’s opinions are valued and used in the planning of further activities. 
· Additionally, the foundation phase also states that a well-planned curriculum gives children opportunities to be creatively involved in their own learning. (The Welsh Government, 2015, p.6)
· Practitioners could support a child with bereavement by allowing them to share their opinions and have their opinions valued. An effective way to do this is by having circle time where all children can share their feelings and opinions and listen to others.
Article 3- The best interests of the child
The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children (UNICEF)
· Since the enrolment of Every Child Matters, the Children Act 2004 was implemented to protect vulnerable children or children in need by ensuring professionals work closely together to provide professional support and care. “The Children Act 2004 is upon improving every level of professional support for children perceived to be vulnerable and in need.” (Reid, 2005, p.12) 
· Furthermore, The Children Act 2004 and Every child matters focuses on children’s wellbeing, by ensuring that children are healthy, safe achievers. However, Shotton (2015, p.6) believes that in recent years there has been strong government-led focus on raising pupils’ levels of attainment through national test results. Practitioners will be expected to work with multi-agency teams such as speech and language therapists, educational psychologists or in the case of a bereaved child an Emotional Literacy support assistant. Fundamentally, the best intentions of the child are paramount when working with other professionals. 
· Additionally, practitioners must build positive relationships with parents. According to the Foundation phase framework the foundation phase curriculum advocates that positive links between the home and the providers of care and education are fostered and promoted. (The Welsh Government, 2015, p.3)
This paper aims to provide practitioners with useful and relevant information to support children with bereavement. By reflecting on four articles from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
“Children and young people have 42 rights under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) These 42 rights give children and young people what they need to grow up happily, healthily and safely.” 
(Children’s commissioner for Wales, 2019)













Article 31- The right to relax and play
Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities (UNICEF)
· It is paramount that practitioners plan accordingly for all children’s needs and development. The Welsh Government propose that the new curriculum that is being introduced in Wales, “needs to prepare children and young people to thrive in a future where digital skills, adaptability, and creativity are crucial, where there is a blend of experiences, knowledge, and skills, and that is rooted in Welsh values and culture.” (Hwb, 2019)
· The Foundation phase places a strong emphasis on children learning through play. It is said that children learn through first-hand experimental activities with the serious business of ‘play' providing the vehicle. (The Welsh Government 2015)
· Play can be a way for children to express their emotions. A child that is bereaved may express their emotions through play. Therefore practitioners must provide children with the resources and activities to play in all areas of learning and to observe and evaluate children through these activities.
· Maslow’s hierarchy of Needs shows that a person’s needs can be placed in an order of importance. According to Maslow “one must satisfy lower level basic needs before progressing on to meet higher level growth needs.” (McLeod, 2007, p.2) Maslow believed that after biological needs such as air, food and drink a person would seek safety and social needs. Such as stability and belongingness. Without these basic need’s children will not be able to progress and reach their full potential.







Article 28-The right to an Education
Your right to learn and go to school. (Children Commissioner for Wales, 2019)
· Practitioners must ensure that the education provided to children is of the highest standard. Under the Education Act, 2005 Estyn inspects settings in Wales on the quality and standards of education and training. “The Education Act 2005 states that the Chief Inspector may advise the Assembly at any time on any matter connected with schools, or a particular school.” (Estyn, No Date)
· Practitioners have a responsibility to follow a curriculum and plan effectively to help develop children's skills across all areas of learning. According to the foundation phase, a well-planned curriculum gives children opportunities to be creatively involved in their own learning.  (The Welsh Government 2015)
· Piaget was a strong advocate for learning through play and believed that practitioners should challenge children's learning with activities, experiences, and resources appropriate to their stage of development. “It is recommended that parents and teachers challenge the child’s abilities, but NOT present material or information that is too far beyond the child’s level" (Huitt and Hummel, 2003) However Arseven (2014, p.168) notes that Loris Malaguzzi, the founder of the Reggio Emilia approach, considered Piaget’s opinions very limiting, since Piaget focused only on babies and pre-school age children.                                       
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