	2306721
Ecey5011
1892

	
	



 Safeguarding: Practice, Legislation and the Multi-disciplinary team. 
According to the NSPCC (2016), child abuse can be hard to recognise. However Peckover and Golding (2015), states that local safeguarding partners give all child practitioners the necessary training in safeguarding to teach every staff member the knowledge needed to keep children safe by reporting abuse and knowing what to do when a safeguarding concern arises. Rey-Salmon and Adamsbaum (2018), implies that being aware of the signs and symptoms of child abuse enables professionals to address issues promptly and reduce the possibility of further harm to the affected children. This knowledge is crucial for ensuring the safety of children (Lindon, 2012). Department For Education (2018), states that it is vital to note that child abuse can vary in different forms and that the distinctive symptoms and signs of it might change from child to child. As a childcare provider, Vachon et al., (2015), implies that it is crucial to keep in mind that all children can become victims of one of the three main types of abuse: emotional, sexual, or physical. James and Prout (2015), say that it is important to remember that all children could be at risk of abuse, although some may be harder to identify than others. Maclean et al., (2017), suggests that children with disabilities may be particularly susceptible due to their potential inability to protect themselves from abuse. It may be extremely difficult for children with speech, communication, and language needs to disclose the abuse they are victims of (McElvaney, 2013). When it comes to liability, Ward, Brown and Westlake (2012), claims that good and accurate documentation of safeguarding issues safeguards not only the children but also the participating practitioner and the childcare facility. No matter how minor the report's conclusion, Bentley et al., (2015), exclaims that the recording of concerns serves as evidence in court and helps the designated safeguarding officer fulfil their obligation to protect every child in a case involving a safeguarding issue. Hawkins, (2021), discloses that it is important to have complete documentation from start to finish to guarantee that all pertinent and accurate data is captured and shared within the various multiagency systems. 
In the third case study, Lucy had indications and symptoms that she had been subjected to sexual abuse. Throughout the course of two days, Lucy's several visits to the toilet and her complaints about discomfort were observed by the setting's staff. Mccarthy (2015), states that asking the parents and documenting this information is crucial, even if there are several reasons why this may occur. McConnell, Barnard and Taylor (2017), also states that recording the observations made with parents when they went to the nursery to pick up Lucy is also necessary. It is crucial to document everything so that, if more concerns appear later, precise dates, times, and information can be accessed without raising concerns about liability (Bilson and Martin, 2016). At this point, Adams, Dominelli and Payne (2009), implies that it is crucial to avoid assuming anything and to just record the facts accurately. Aswell as notify the nurseries safeguarding officer and seek guidance on what should be done next (Walsh, 2020). Lucy was sobbing in the bathroom the day after when she returned to nursery, and when a staff member walked in, she had discharge and a red, swollen vagina. Lucy said that her father had urged her "not to say anything, it was their secret" in response to a question about her well-being. The information from this day and the information from the day before will establish a case, which highlights the importance of accurately capturing facts. Under these circumstances, Hughes and Owen, (2009), suggests that it is crucial that the practitioner refrain from asking any leading questions and only ask open-ended questions from the child and maintain composure and comfort in front of the child. Once the child has relayed all the information, she is willing to give without pressuring them for more, the staff member must return to normal activities with the child. Then at the first possible chance, Firmin (2020), explains that it is important to write down everything in great details and go to the safeguarding officer as soon as possible. The practitioners who were working with Lucy at the time were able to watch for and identify warning signs and symptoms of possible harm, ask open-ended questions of her without giving away anything, avoid drawing conclusions, and accurately record the information. By using the referral procedure to protect Lucy, who is obviously at risk of additional trauma, the staff has protected themselves and Lucy from any more abuse.
Clawson, Fyson and Warwick (2023), states that a practitioner has an obligation to make sure that social services or the police are notified if they have knowledge, concerns, or suspicions that a child is suffering, has suffered, or is likely to be at risk of harm. Pengelly (2013), implies that these agencies are mandated by law to investigate and take appropriate action. In addition to preventing and looking into crime, the police are essential to the protection of children (Bentley et al., 2016). Crawford and Evans (2017), tells us that all frontline police have a vital role to play in identifying and safeguarding children, but dedicated child protection officers undergo specialised training in investigating child abuse cases. Hm Government (2006), explains that if sharing with other groups and working with different multiagency is required to safeguard children, the police should communicate vital information concerning children who may be suffering or are likely to suffer serious damage, as well as individuals who do this harm. In addition, Ozin et al., (2019), explains that the police must ensure that the Police and Criminal Evidence (PACE) Act of 1984 is followed, as well as safeguard and always advance the welfare of any minors under their supervision or care (Ferguson, 2017). 
When there is suspicion of child abuse, Blyth and Solomon (2012), declares it is crucial to follow the policies and procedures of the setting the child is in. However Powell, (2016), indicates that many practitioners may be unsure if their suspicions are valid and may be reluctant to report minor concerns for fear of being called a troublemaker. Rogowski (2015), explains that some practitioners may also not fully understand or have lack of knowledge on the policies and procedures and would know who to turn to, this is why safeguarding training and ensuring you read through and keep up to date with new policies and procedures is important (Friendly and Prentice, 2009). When abuse is suspected, Hood et al., (2016), outlines the four steps in the referral process: stage one is a statutory assessment; stage two is a strategy discussion; stage three is a child protection enquiry; and stage four is the initial child protection meeting. 
When reporting and referring a safeguarding issue, it is important to keep the ethical frameworks of act with integrity, transparency, and accountability in mind (Frost, 2021). Haight, Sugrue and Calhoun (2017), suggests that practitioners need to behave in a way that aims to look out for, defend, and act in the best interests of the child. While this is crucial in many situations, Bradbury-Jones and Taylor (2013), it may occasionally be challenging to be open and responsible while working with younger children. It may be challenging to be open and accountable with a child, as seen in the case study 3 with Lucy, who is 2 years and 4 months old. Being open and transparent with Lucy at this time about the next steps and the multi agencies that will be involved, could frighten her and feel ashamed as she has not got full understanding of what is about to happen. When the child is older and more capable at communicating and comprehending, Asgeir Falch-Eriksen, Backe-Hansen and Springerlink (2018), implies that it might be helpful to be clear and explain what will happen next to reassure and secure them that they will be safe and no one else can hurt them. Although it is imperative that you never lie to a child, Broadhurst (2009), states there are situations in which with holding the full truth from smaller or children that cannot fully understand the situation is acceptable and the risk of scaring them could be damaging, particularly if there is a suspicion but not enough evidence to support it.
Prof Freda Briggs (2020), states that it is the duty of all nursery employees to keep each child secure and free from maltreatment. In accordance with the United Nations convention on the rights of the child, Within Mantāphōn and André Alen (2007), implies that every nursery, school, or childcare facility must adhere to the rights of the child policy. Kird Deater-Deckard and Robin Kaye Panneton (2017), states that it is crucial that the child be the focal point of all daily activities, that their needs are met, and that they are always protected. Children who may be at risk can receive the right help and protections in place to ensure this does not happen again if all staff members are aware of the warning signs, understand what is meant by safeguarding, and are aware of the various ways children can be damaged (van Bijleveld, Dedding and Bunders-Aelen, 2013). According to the early year's foundation stage, (Côté-Lussier and Fitzpatrick, 2016) explains that children learn best when they are well, feel safe and secure, and have access to the basic needs of life. Pia Monrad Christensen and James (2017), discusses the importance for children to be able to form and sustain healthy connections with the people who look out for them throughout the day. For certain children, these practitioners are the only adults they see outside their primary carer. Thus, it is the responsibility of all practitioners to take the required actions to ensure the safety and wellbeing of every child (Murray, Hurley and Ahmed, 2015).
Sim (2019), suggests that every nursery must make sure that they adhere to a comprehensive and successful safeguarding policy. The goal of protecting and safeguarding is to make sure that every professional has a positive relationship with the children and their families (Booth, 2017). Rogowski, (2013), implies that to provide the parents with services that are suitable and meet their requirements, it is crucial to comprehend the child's growth and to be open and honest with them. David William Archard (2018), states that it is critical to be understanding of the family's history, values, and preferences and to try to uphold them in the context of the family. It's also critical to provide parents with guidance while remaining within the bounds of professionalism (Dyer, 2018).
It is crucial for us as practitioners to adhere to the rules and procedures because only then can we safeguard any children entrusted to our care and identify instances of child abuse and neglect. As with Lucy in the case study, the professionals who worked with Lucy recognised her abuse and documented it appropriately; by doing so, children like as Lucy can be safeguarded. Compiling a case and documenting every detail about every child and their family can help the child who is at risk and guarantee that the children get to a place where they will be secure in the future.
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