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                                           Should prisoners have the right to vote


Throughout the years, British prisoners rights have been altered and changed. However, one question of rights has remained controversial; “ Should Prisoners Have The Right To Vote?”. As it currently stands, under the United Kingdom law, prisoners whom are serving a custodial convicted sentence cannot participate in any aspect of voting in the elections process (Johnstone, 2019). This provision was set out in Section 3 representation of the peoples act 1983. 

Despite this, there has been attempts to introduce a legislation to provide prisoners with such opportunity, this continues to be rejected by British Parliament.  In 2005, there was a ruling from the European Court of Human Rights that suggested the United Kingdom was breaching a protocol of Article 3 in relation to prisoners rights. However, this was later ruled in 2007 that the United Kingdom Government was considered sufficiently compliant to the protocol in the article. (Horne, 2015).

[bookmark: _GoBack]The ban of voting rights has been a subject of many court battles,  an example of this challenge is the case of John Hirst, initially in 2001, was rejected by the domestic courts but Hirst pursued by taking this case to the European Court of Human Rights; Hirst Vs United Kingdom. The case had continued into 2005 to 2010; Hirst Vs United Kingdom No.2. However, the outcome of no legislation forthcoming remained. 
In response to the events of Hirst, in 2010 the Government had made suggestions of forwarding the legislation of allowing offenders serving custodial sentences which are less than four years, the opportunity to vote, unless the judge who decided the sentencing deemed it as inappropriate; this still remained as an unannounced proposal amongst future legislations. (Horne, 2015). 

The topic continued to cause many debates amongst politics and civilians. The European Court of Human Rights suggested that not allowing prisoners to vote will actually decrease the notion of rehabilitation, as participating in elections can be an encouragement for them to become more responsible citizens.  (European Court of Human Rights, 2013).






Currently in Wales, prisoner governor associations also believe that by providing prisoners with the opportunity can contribute to the process of preparing prisoners to become more settled when returning to their communities, viewing it as a positive movement which would not have a negative nor safety element, therefore has no issue to concern other members of the public to implement.  (Johnston, 2019). 
 An inquiry in regards to the rights within Welsh prisons continues. Many arguments for and against during this process has been upon the negotiation to distinguish the categories of prisoners eligibility, these include: The length of sentence being served, nature of the offences, at which address electorally resigned to, political awareness and education of the process, citizen bordering issues – imprisoned from a difference country’s voting policies and finally the consideration of youth offenders. ( National Assembly for Wales, 2019).

There are still many opposing perspectives of this change. The victims commissioner for Wales, Dame Vera Baird, strongly states that she does not support this notion. She believes that any prisoner serving a sentence is not to be given the chance to vote, because all aspects of a prisoners punishment once breaking the law should remain firm. By depriving them of this right is an example of the reality of not being a free citizen.
 “Voting is part of the social contract - Society is governed by agreed rules for the protection of everybody. They, by breaking those rules decided they did not want to abide by those rules. They therefore cannot expect to have the positive benefits of society.” (Baird, D. 2019.  P.36)

Tombs And Whyte (2007) go on to dispute that since offenders are usually regulated as a lower spectrum amongst society, it should remain part of principle to have less eligibility such as voting.
The opposing argument suggests that as prisoners daily lives inside are based upon governing political factors such as laws and legislations, they should have a say in what happens in their lifetime – even if this is based in a detained place, serving a sentence.  That they still have the right to have a partaking say for their future once out of castration and by having the ability to vote may contribute to  what occurs during or after serving their sentence. (King, 2007).
Murry (2017) also announced that as a government system, which should include all population, is what defines our democracy. This should not be of any prejudice, regardless of social class or background. Therefore, believes in including prisoners in the process of representing a complete society. 
A trust organisation that focuses on the rehabilitation and reforming prisoners lives strongly states that by removing the voting right signals that prisoners are not part of society; losing their liberty does not justify losing their identity in citizenship. By doing such may also indicate that the expectation of reforming is lowered; reducing the encouragement to behave like members of society. As prisoners are likely to be affected by government decisions and policies, they should be entitled to vote upon this.  (Dr Earle, 2019).

During analysing Wales Governance paper, it had shown many persuasive debates. It included a Welsh governance research study which showed many concerns prisoners had voiced on the topic of voting rights. Some of these concern for prisoners relates to policies such as health and housing, how the impact of the political processes can affect them throughout the course of their sentence and life thereafter. (Johnston, 2019).

In the study, it notes the favouring by prisoners who felt that being able to vote encourages reintegration, the ability to have a say in elections was a feeling of matter. The study also notes that many of the prison population includes various disproportionate communities; by race and disadvantaged areas. By voting encourages engagement of the usually harder to politically reach and encourage to vote areas. Therefore prisoners should be part of that. (Raab, 2016).

The National Assembly for Wales are currently still approaching the legislation. This is includes member of various committees and the local government parties in Wales only.  During committee debates they partake in many discussions and poses a range of views, they hold the ability to put forward ideas for franchises and legislations.  (Thomson, 2019). 

When given the principle of extending prisoner voting rights franchise, the majority viewed that the voting allowance should be based upon serving sentence time; prisoners serving less than 4 years should be allowed to vote in Welsh elections; as four years or more is now recognised as long term in Britain. They suggest to believe that this is a suffice balance that should exclude those with more serious crime sentences. By compromising such, includes prisoners as part of the voting process in society. It also holds the factor of complying with the European Court of Human Rights ruling.  (Merrick, 2019).

To conclude the debating topic of rights amongst prisoners and politics, it is clear that although quite highly considered members of the publics decision making, voting is still deemed as a right not privilege. Nevertheless, it continues to be an argument of why those rights should be allowed in such circumstances.  (Johnston, 2019). 
Although, prisoners are still connected to society, regardless of being in their local communities or inside prison, by having no voting right signals the divide between their life outside, this may negatively impact rehabilitation and social integration, however, there is no evidence to suggest this would reduce chance of them reoffending on release. The questionable issue in regards to sentencing circumstances or length, creates an even more complex situation, as the reasons for offending and imprisonment will vary for each individual. This could create furthermore reasons for lack of democratic engagement.  (Hamilton, 2019). 
The prisoners committee encourages the thought of each prisoners story, the reason for being imprisoned and complex factors that lead to such. They believe it is important to maintain a humane prison system that supports offenders with the hope of reintegration within society and reduce further acts of criminal behaviour. (Lyon, 2019).
Although this bill was debated in September 2019, in order to make changes to the electoral law for local elections, all governing assembly members would need to favour the legislation, all must be complied with the European Convention on Human rights. This topic remains unsettled. (Johnston, 2019).
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