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1.What is common law?
The term "common law" is used to describe the body of law that evolved from previous court rulings and precedents. Jurists in a common-law system rely less on codified statutes and more on precedent when making judgements. 

It was in Medieval England that the concept of "common law" first emerged, referring to the practise through which judges there routinely looked to prior rulings in order to formulate new norms and principles of the law. The United States, Canada, and Australia are just few of the numerous nations whose legal systems have adopted the common law model over time. 

Under the common law system, precedent and judicial reasoning are used to interpret and apply the law on a case-by-case basis. Common law principles are flexible and may be revised to account for shifting societal, economic, and cultural standards since they are founded on ideas of fairness, justice, and equality.


2.What is civil law?
Roman law served as the basis for the development of civil law, which is a body of legislation that regulates the relationships between private parties and public institutions. It is founded on written laws, rules, and codes and focuses on private conflicts between individuals or organisations, such as disagreements over contracts, family law, property rights, and torts (civil wrongs). 

In a legal system based on civil law, judges are responsible for interpreting the law and applying it to specific instances. In doing so, they frequently depend on precedent and general legal concepts. Several nations, including France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Japan, and a great number of other nations, are governed by a system of legislation known as civil law. 

The codification of laws, which indicates that the legal system is founded on a collection of written rules and regulations, is one of the primary characteristics that distinguish civil law from common law. This is in contrast to systems of common law, which are based on laws created by judges and precedences established by other cases. In civil law, judges are required to adhere closely to the rules and regulations that are written down, and they have far less leeway to make judgements based on their own individual ideas or convictions.


3. Contrast the two systems
Both common law and civil law are types of legal systems, although they came into existence in various places of the world at different times. There are a number of fundamental distinctions between the two types of legal systems. 

The United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand are only few of the nations that subsequently embraced the common law legal system that originated in England. Common law is a legal system that was founded in England and was later adopted by other English-speaking countries. The principle of judicial precedent is the foundation of common law. This principle states that judges are required to adhere to the judgements that other courts have made in situations that are comparable to their own. Case law is given a significant amount of weight in common law legal systems, which also place a significant focus on the crucial role that judges play in the process of interpreting and evolving the law. 

On the other hand, the civil law is a legal system that originated in continental Europe and is founded on Roman law. This type of legal system is known as the common law. In legal systems that follow the civil law model, the laws are codified and written down, and it is expected of the judges that they will implement the law exactly as it is written. In addition, civil law systems lay more of a focus on statutory and constitutional law than they do on case law. Countries all around the world, such as France, Germany, Spain, and Japan, have adopted civil law systems as their primary legal framework. 

The function of jurors is another key area in which the common law and civil law legal systems differ significantly from one another. In criminal trials held under common law systems, the guilt or innocence of a defendant is determined by a group of individuals called a jury. In contrast, judges in systems based on civil law are responsible for making all decisions in both criminal and civil matters. 

In general, despite the fact that both common law and civil law systems are utilised in many parts of the world, the processes of legal reasoning and decision-making are distinct between the two types of legal systems due to the historical and cultural disparities that exist between them.


4. Outline the history of the common law
The use of judicial precedents to determine disputes is a distinctive feature of the common law, a legal system that was created in England during the Middle Ages. An overview of the common law's history is provided below: 

The legal system in England before the Norman Invasion in 1066 was based on regional traditions and unwritten rules. This period of time is known as Anglo-Saxon Law (5th–11th century). Local tribunals known as the "shire courts" and the "hundred courts" were in charge of enforcing the law. 

Norman Conquest (1066): William the Conqueror created a consolidated legal system in England following the Norman Conquest. He selected justices who would tour the nation dispensing justice. As a result, a uniform legal framework that was applicable across the kingdom was created. 

Henry II (1154–1189): Henry II is sometimes referred to as the "founder of the common law" because he built up a network of royal courts that toured the entire realm and enforced a standard set of legal rules. He also created the jury system, which gave locals the power to render judgement. 

Year Books (13th–16th centuries): Around this time, attorneys started keeping track of court judgements in booklets called Year Books. These volumes included judicial judgements and precedents that served as a roadmap for upcoming choices. 

Sir William Blackstone's Commentaries on the Laws of England were published in 1765, during the eighteenth century. This four-volume treatise helped promote the common law system and became the go-to source for English legal information. 

Common law expansion (19th and 20th centuries): Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, several nations of the British Empire, such as Australia, Canada, and the United States, embraced the common law, which had previously only been used in England. Even though it has been altered and tailored to local conditions, common law is still in use in many nations today.


5.Are there examples of the common law working in practice? 
The answer is yes, and there are numerous instances of common law being put into effect. The term "common law" refers to a body of law that is not derived from codified statutes or legislation but rather from judicial decisions and precedents established via case law. It is a legal system that has developed over the course of time mostly as a result of the decisions made by courts and judges rather than as a result of the introduction of legislation by legislative bodies. 

The law of negligence is a good illustration of how the common law is used in actual cases. When a person fails to exercise due care and, as a result, causes injury to another person, they have committed the tort of negligence, which is the legal term for a civil wrong. The decisions of many courts have contributed to the development of the law of negligence, which is now an essential component of the common law. 

Contract law is an additional instance of the common law being put into reality. A subject of law known as contract law is what controls legal agreements between two or more parties. As a result of the decisions made by various courts throughout the course of legal history, the common law of contracts has developed over time and grown to become an essential component of the legal system. 

The law pertaining to property is yet another domain in which the common law plays a crucial role. The decisions made by various courts over the course of time have led to the development of the common law of property, which governs the rights and duties of property owners. 

In general, the common law is an essential component of the judicial system, and it continues to mature and advance as a result of the rulings handed down by various courts and judges.
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