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Cape – represents an image of a hero, saving the day
Green – the colour is connected to recycling and saving the planet, eco friendly
Plants – part of the planet, environment, nature etc
Light on the womans face, representing she is a good woman
Red – symbolises courage 

Task one – Semiotics analysis[image: A person sitting on a couch

Description automatically generated]
Semiotic essay
For the analysis I have chosen the image above, which is an advert for the company sofology. It is my aim to explain to the reader the connotations of this sofology advert, as well as expand not only the readers knowledge but my own too. I started to annotate the image looking at the assorted colours, objects etc as that was the best way to spot the semiotics of this image. I made a list of the things I spotted and did some research on each one to help me evaluate the connotations. The lure of semiotics is ultimately signification or meaning (Fire in the belly.) 
The first thing I am going to talk about is the colours they have used such as the green. Green is associated with life, energy, renewal, and the environment as well as many more meanings (Bourn creative 2021.) This colour supports what the advert is saying which is “stand up for this planet!” In the image it also features plants to help the viewer recognise what this advert is about. The green helps give this image a “fresh” look which is appealing to the viewer as it looks clean and new. It helps the viewer link the meanings of each symbol to understand the advert and what message is being shown. 
My second point is the cape that the woman is wearing a cape which signifies that she is a hero or saving something which is what the advert talks about. It symbolizes heroism in many cultures and is used to represent mysteriousness (What does a cape symbolize?) The advert is trying to get the viewer to feel empowered and show them that they too can help the planet. The cape is quickly linked to “saving” someone/something as many heroes do. This signifier ties in perfectly with the advert as it helps the company get their message across to the viewer.  The colour of the cape is red, red is used professionally to capture attention, elicit emotion, and convey confidence (Sensational colour.) It also has physical affects; it stimulates the adrenal gland which makes us prone to take action and give more energy (Sensational colour.) This colour is perfect for this advert as it is drawing in the attention of the viewer to “save the planet.” 
My last point I will be evaluating is the light on the ladies' face. There seems to be a light shining on her face which signifies that she is a good person. This is called cinematic lighting which is important which helps create a sense of meaning for the audience (Film 101.) Her whole face is lit up which shows the audience that you can trust her, and it supports the meaning of being a hero. 
I hope from reading this you have gained knowledge on semiotics and how important they are in all types of media. It helps the viewer understand what they are seeing and understand the message that is being put across. I have also expanded on my knowledge from writing this essay and doing more research on semiotics. 
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Task two – Manifesto

Manifesto

1. Always do your research to ensure your work is meaningful
2. Do not compare your work or ideas to others, we are all unique
3. Create a plan to help you tackle the task in a way that suits you best
4. Learn from mistakes you might have made; it is an opportunity to grow
5. Do not be afraid to try new things
6. Allow yourself to have breaks, ideas come when least expected 
7. Having confidence will make your work thrive
8. Treat yourself the way you want to be treated
Manifesto essay
In this essay I will be talking about three of my manifesto points to explain the importance of each one and how it affects us. 
Everyone on this planet is their own person, each person is unique. Who we are dials down to our upbringing, the people we have in our life, where we live, our interests, experiences we have had. We are changing every day, the only thing constant in life is change. It is the combination of everything that you have learned that makes you truly different from everyone else (Medium, dare to be different.) When we are asked to do something, each person will go about it their own way. There will be someone who will share a similar response, but it will never be the exact same response. We all have our own opinions, beliefs and interests which affects the way we work. Giving a class a task to complete, everyone will have their own unique piece. It is important for you not to compare your work to others, as your work is a representation of you. It is what makes you stand out, because of all your experiences and interests. If you compare your work to others constantly, you lose confidence in yourself. Losing confidence in yourself and your work can result in your work not thriving.
 
Treating yourself the way you want to be treated is important. We are often our own biggest critics, making it a challenge for us to be happy with our own work. When we help a friend with their work, we praise them with how amazing it is. It would make a significant difference if we started doing that with ourselves as we would be spending a lot of less time worrying about if it is good enough or not. We will get the work done quicker and feel a lot better about ourselves. Perfectionism is about never being good enough (Ellen Hendriksen.)

Creating mistakes is a natural part of life, you can either chose to ignore it or learn from it. It is an opportunity for you to grow and improve, becoming a better version of yourself every day. You will learn by making a mistake to not do it again, which will help you in the future. I think it will help you a lot as a graphic designer to make mistakes and learn from them, it is part of the process of becoming better and better. There is research showing making mistakes and failing are actually positive things (Student well-being.)
To conclude I strongly believe these points will help us have a better mindset towards our own work. My manifesto is suitable for people that struggle with confidence and people that tend to be hard on themselves. I have learnt more from looking at other manifestos and creating my own. It has helped me realise some bad habits I fall into as a graphic designer. I am looking forward to following this manifesto myself, as well as sharing it with others in hopes it helps them too. 
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Practise base writing

At the beginning of the first lockdown, I started to become interested in surreal art. I was doing lots of research on it and decided to start making my own surreal collages. I enjoy making these as some of them do have a meaning, others are made for pleasure. 


[image: Surreal collage, leopards in supermarket by Sky Joce]
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One of my favourite pieces of surreal collage art I have created is the leopard supermarket. Animals are treated differently to humans; they always have been. I personally do not agree with how animals are treated these days, them being killed for us, caged for our entertainment, and hunted for. I decided to create this to represent how I feel, expressing that animal should not be treated differently to us and we should not be above them. I used a supermarket as many people go there frequently, and it is part of our lives going to the shop to buy food. It is also quite comedic seeing leopards in the supermarket, as this is not “normal.” Leopards represent power, leadership and confidence which is why I used them in this piece of art. They are independent animals, therefor do not need anyone looking after them, caging them or trapping them. All animals are beautiful and have a right to live as much as we do. This was heavily inspired by turning vegan in the past 3 years, I had learnt a lot from it and had realised what I personally think is right and wrong. 
A lot of people enjoyed this particular piece of work I did for many reasons. People saw what message I was trying to get across and they related to it, they agreed with it. It confirmed to me that the way I went about this was the correct way, as I did get the response I wanted to get. I did want this piece to get a message across as well as it being unique and different. A lot of people recognised that and told me how much it stood out which was a great success. I enjoyed how people also had their own interpretation from this piece of art, that was also what I wanted to get from this was to see what other people thought and to see how they were feeling. It gives you a better insight on your own work and keeps you being open minded which I think is very important when creating art. The intention of the artist is not the only thing that defines the meaning of an artwork (Artradar journal.)
Next time when creating another surreal collage, I would like to try new techniques and try different things. This will improve my skills as a graphic designer which is one of my goals. It will help make my art look more appealing as well as showing more skill. I think this is very important as it shows growth, and the audience will appreciate that. There is plenty more for me to experiment with and I look forward to doing so. The outcome of experimentation is knowledge (Medium) which will help my art work reach higher levels.
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