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Domestic Abuse in the United Kingdom: A Systematic Literature Review of Risk Factors, Policy Frameworks, and Prevention Strategies. 
Aim: Examine the risk factors of domestic violence in the United Kingdom.
Objectives:
1. To systematically identify and review the UK-based scholarly literature on domestic abuse that has been published in the past decade.
2. To analyze the risk factors of domestic violence.
3. To synthesise the findings into thematic areas that highlight current gaps and strengths in UK responses.
4. To provide policymakers and practitioners with recommendations that are grounded in evidence.



Inclusion Criteria: 
· Studies focused on domestic abuse.
· Published within the last ten years.
· Conducted in the United Kingdom.
· Peer-reviewed journal articles.
· Studies published in the English language.
Exclusion Criteria:
· Studies set outside the UK context.
· Non-peer-reviewed sources (e.g., opinion pieces, editorials).
· Publications released before 2015.
· Research published in languages other than English. 
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	Methodology and Methods
This study will employ a qualitative secondary research design using a systematic literature review approach.
Qualitative research entails the collection and analysis of non-numerical data to comprehend concepts, opinions, or experiences. It can be utilised to obtain comprehensive insights into an issue or to produce new research ideas. (Lim, 2024)




Data Analysis
Thematic analysis will be employed to synthesise the findings, organising them into overarching themes, such as risk factors, policy and procedural responses, and prevention strategies. This qualitative method, as outlined by Braun and Clarke, involves a six-phase framework: familiarising yourself with the data, generating initial codes, searching for themes, reviewing them, defining and naming them, and producing the final report. (Ahmed et al., 2025). 

	
	
	
	Data Collection Method
This study will use peer-reviewed journal articles from reputable academic databases, with a minimum of ten UK-based articles selected for relevance, reliability, and quality.
Resources: 
· Academic databases, including Google Scholar, ProQuest, PubMed and the UWTSD library.
· Access to journal articles, reports and relevant government policies.
· Guidance from my supervisor.
Keywords: Domestic abuse, policies and procedures, United Kingdom or UK, prevention strategies and risk factors.

Ethical considerations
· Ethical considerations guide researchers, promoting honesty, integrity, and fairness in their studies. They protect participants' rights, guide decision-making, build trust, and ensure credible, transparent, and ethically sound findings. (Bhandari, 2024)
· All sources will be properly cited in accordance with university guidelines to ensure academic integrity and prevent plagiarism.
· Ethical approval was obtained in accordance with UWTSD regulations. A detailed research proposal outlining the study’s objectives and methodology was submitted for review.
· The ethical approval form was reviewed and approved by the supervisor.
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Figure 2: Approximately 2.3 million people aged 16 and over

experienced domestic abuse in the last year

Prevalence of domestic abuse in the last year, for people aged 16 years
and over, England and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2024

Estimated victims

Recorded by police

Suspects referred
Females 712,000
Suspects charged 1.612.000
Offenders convicted
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