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‘It is impossible to effectively balance the needs of the economy, society and the environment in the contemporary world’
Critically discuss this statement with reference to sustainability theory and practice

‘It is impossible to effectively balance the needs of the economy, society and the environment in the contemporary world’. Considering this quote, within this assignment, I will be critically analysing and discussing the statement above whilst referencing sustainability theory and practice. Explained within as part of the assignment will be the meaning of sustainability, where the term originated from and the three principles connected to sustainability. Lastly, will be, the meaning of Sustainability Theory and Practice and the connection in which The Brundtland Commission has with regards to Sustainability and its theories and practices.

Sustainability, defined as the meeting of our own individual needs without compromising of the abilities of future generations having the ability to meet their own specific needs. With and in addition to these natural resources, we also need to be provided with social and economic resources. However, sustainability is not perceived as environmentalism. Specifically embedded within most definitions for sustainability are also the concerns for social equity and economic developments. The term sustainability originates from, whilst considering the concepts with the connections to sustainability which are relatively newly developed concepts and ideas. The movement of these concepts and ideas have multiple roots connected within social justices, conservationism, internationalism, and other past involved within rich histories.
As stated within Brundtland’s 1987 Commission Report’s is the following statement 
“sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future generations to meet their own needs” (WCED, 1987) (Brundtland, 1987)
[bookmark: _Hlk54369747][image: ]Under the Brundtland commission, in the year of 1983, Brundtland ran what was referred to as the new World Commission on Environment and Development. After four years of this commission being created, named newly as the “Brundtland Commission”, a final report was released named Our Common Future. Sustainable Development is defined within this report as the existing quote stated above. Sustainability as stated within this report, is a holistic approach which considers the following dimensions and factors, ecological, social, and economic factors. Recognised within are all the factors which must be considered together and intertwined with the intention to find and discover what’s known as lasting prosperity. 								(Image 1, (Alberta, 2016)

Environmental Sustainability, maintained within is the ecological integrity, specifically all earth’s environmental systems becoming kept within a balance whilst having resources being naturally created within becoming consumed by a human being within a rate of which they are physically able to replenish themselves independently. The concern with regards to Environmental Sustainability relates to the purpose of whether the environmental resources are under protection and maintained for and within future generations. However, there are issues within Environmental Sustainability that are listed as the following: long term health of ecosystems, intergenerational decision making, renewable resources, prevent the consequences of man-made global warming, protection of species diversity and ecological structure, and lastly targeting social welfare / happiness. (Pettinger, 2018) 


The protection of the long-term productivity and the health of the resources with the purpose of meeting the economic and social needs for the future generations, for example, the protection of foods supplies, farmland, and any fishing stocks. With the purpose of making decisions within economic situations, the importance of focusing upon the implications for the future generations, and specifically not just the present moment and generations. As an example of this, the burning of coal provides short-term benefits for the provisions of cheaper energy. However, the extra pollution of this method imposes extra costs upon future generations. Renewable resources are now diversifying into energy sources which are not reliable upon the non-renewable resources, such as solar and wind power. Policies within man-made global warming and the environment ensure that the planet does, however, not deteriorate to the point of when the future generations may face water shortages, extreme weather events, excess temperatures. As a result of these factors developing the way and format in which human beings live within parts of the world may become very difficult. With regards to the protection with regards to species diversities and the ecological structures, sometimes within this factor medicines within require certain elements within specific species of plants. However, if some species end up becoming extinct then as a result this will limit technological innovation. Lastly, within the purpose of targeting the social welfare and happiness and environmental sustainability held above crude measures with regards to the progressing of factors such as for example GDP. (Pettinger, 2018)


Economic Sustainability, these Human Communities maintained across global environments have the abilities and the able bondedness to maintain their own individual independence who also have access to resources in which they require, within financial and other included factors with the intentions and purposes of meeting their own specific needs. However, within these economic systems factors are created with the goal of being completely intact and that all included activities are available to every individual, for example securing / attempting to secure sources of livelihoods. Economy specifically is related to the conserving of resources and the concepts which are used for the purpose of defining and explaining values of resources which exist today and how they may become of useful and possible value within future generations. Examples include, values, explained as the support of indicators connected to the added values, assets, the debts savings, patents, and intangible assets. Economic Sustainability, seen as an integrated part within sustainability which means individuals must use with the purpose of safeguarding and the sustainment of resources (human and material). The purpose of individuals using these resources is to create values which provide long-term sustainability with optimal use, for recovery and recycling. In other descriptions, the conservation of the finite natural resources so that as a result future the generations develop the ability to cater to their future needs within their future generations. (Gavle, 2018)

Traditionally economies are focusing more upon present moments – for the short developmental term. The classical economists such as Adam Smith and David Ricardo placed substantial and important emphasis upon the maximisation of utility provided within the present choice between the cost and utility in connection to decisions and decision making. Reflected within societies were the beliefs in which the environment was there for the purpose for the utilisation for the benefit of mankind. However, as increased industrialisation developed, the awareness of production was evidently slow and the consumption of this could possibly cause the significant external costs with regards to rest of society. In 1920, examined by Arthur Pigou were the concepts of the external costs. Pigou used and developed an example of the building of factories within the city which then caused the external costs to city residents, for example pollution, the loss of amenities. (Pettinger, 2018)




Social Sustainability included within are Universal Human Rights and necessities which are attainable by all individuals which fall within this category. Therefore, these become and are attainted by individuals who are deemed to have enough sufficient and necessary resources with the intentions of maintaining and keeping their families and communities healthy and secure. Within Social Sustainability, healthy communities usually maintain specific leaders with the attention and intentions of focusing upon ensuring that personal labours, and that cultural rights become respected within these communities whilst also ensuring that people within these communities receive the protection in order to prevent themselves from being subjected to and experiencing discrimination. (Alberta, 2016)	

The purpose of Social Sustainability is to identify and manage the impact of businesses, whether positive or negative, with regards to human beings. Qualities of relationships within companies and engagements of these stakeholders within companies is deemed a critical factor. Whether, directly or indirectly, companies have affects on what happens to the employees, workers within the value chain, customers and involved local communities. The importance of manage these impacts are deemed as being proactive. Social licences businesses need in order to operate greatly depends upon the social sustainability efforts within businesses. However, lacking of social developments, poverties, inequalities and weak rulings of law, can cause tampering within the growth of the operations within businesses. Included within the UN’s Global Compact’s, the six principles within focus upon social dimensions of corporate sustainabilities, of which human rights included within are deemed as being the cornerstone. The UN’s Global Compact’s work upon social sustainability surrounds and convers human rights within the following specific groups: labour groups, women’s empowerments and gender equalities, children, the indeginous persons, individuals with disabilities. Included also are approaches which are person-centred with approaches towards impacts upon businesses. Within, social sustainbility encompasses the issues which are affecting, as an example, education and health. (Compact, N.D)

[image: ]The three principles within sustainability are what has built the following foundations of the factors which are represented within these included concepts. Sustainability is made and created from and within three included pillars: economy, society, and lastly the environment. These included principles are also informally used and defined as profit, people, and planet. Briefly the meanings of profit, people and planet are the following. “People”, specifically, employee centred which is connected to the labour involved within the work of a corporation, but where wider communities and corporation performs and completes business. For example, another way one could perceive “people” is by questioning how much does a company really benefit society? (Wisconsin, 2020)		(Image 2, Association, 2019)						
With regards to the factor of people, companies who follow the triple bottom line within their business consider the impact their performed actions will have upon the individuals involved within the business. Within this, the well-being of individual is also considered. Therefore, companies are required to offer effective health care, good and flexible working hours for employees, a healthy, safe, and reliable workplace, and the knowledge of employees that no form of exploitation will take place within the workplace. Companies under the triple bottom line factor planet, attempt to reduce and eliminate their company ecological footprint. These companies strive to maintain sustainability, whilst also recognizing the facts in which “going green” can be for themselves as a successful company highly more profitable in the future. Within this entire cycle, triple bottom line included companies consider their actions whilst also determining what could be the validated cost of what they’re actions can and will do with regards to their surrounding environments. Reducing energy usage, the disposing of toxic wastage in a safe method, these companies then as a result attempt to maintain the usage of energy sources which are renewable and that they then do not produce products which are deemed unsafe or even unhealthy in connections to / for people and planets. Lastly, the bottom line of this model, is profit and finance. All companies share this bottom line. Whilst exploring for profits within the standpoint from the triple bottom line, the concept is that the profits included will support empowerment and sustainment within a whole and widespread community. (Limited, 2020)

According to Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2019 (WIMD) the following factors displayed within this community from most deprived to least deprived are ranked as the following, Education being the most deprived factor in Rhondda Cynon Taf ranked (887 out of 1909), Housing ranked halfway at (712 out of 1909). Therefore, as we can clearly see from this list of statistics above, within the Rhondda the most deprived factors are Access to Services, the Physical Environment and the Health Factors with Access to Services being the most deprived factor within the Rhondda. (Government, 2020). With regards to choosing a specific issue to focus on for this assignment, I will be choosing the following issue within the Rhondda i.e. the Access to Services due to this being the most deprived factor. Considering the deprivation of the Access to Services within RCT and its relations to what deprivations they are connected to. The purpose of Access to Services is connected to the aim of the “timely use of personal health services to achieve the best health outcomes”. Three steps are performed and followed with the ability of maintaining this aim successfully. The ability to gain entry to the health care system, the access of locations where the health care services needed become provided, geographically speaking. Therefore, the deprivation of The Access to Services is connected to the stage when an individual in need of Access to Services cannot gain access to the services needed for personal health, i.e. doctor’s appointments, opticians appointments and appointments within doctor’s surgery for what are deemed to be urgent and necessary x-rays etc. The deprivation of The Access to Services can therefore be detrimental to an individuals physical and mental health. Physically, individuals will be affected if they cannot receive the correct medical treatment needed. Mentally, individuals will be affected as they may feel restricted to leave their premises i.e. due to physical injuries, not wanting to endure more physical pain, they therefore may become to feel isolated.

With regards to policies within RCT, the Corporate Safeguarding Policy, safeguarding is connected to individuals’ businesses within RCT. Within this policy every child, young and person involved within any type of risk can pursue and live their lives within communities which are deemed as safe by RCT County Council. Safe communities, specifically where individuals are protected from any harm, neglect, exploitation and / or abuse. Safeguarding, deemed as high priorities for the council. All Employees, Councillors, volunteers, and suppliers / service providers within RCT are procured as part of the career to deliver services as wanted by the Council which have valuable and vital roles with the aim of keeping individuals within the communities safe. Stated by The Social Services and Well-being Act 2014, a child who is at risk of experiencing any type of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and children which also are in need of care and support with the aim of discovering if the authorities involved are meeting these specific needs. However, if an adult is deemed at risk of abuse or neglect or has necessary needs for care or support and if the authority are meeting these specific needs which can result within these needs and whether or not an individual has the abilities to protect themselves against any developing risk of abuse or neglect. (Council, 2019)

Critically analysing this quote, provides the understanding in which is it possible to balance the needs of the economy, society, and environment within contemporary worlds. Included within the assignment, also is the description and referencing to sustainability theory and practice. Described within also, the meaning of sustainability, where the term originated from and the three principles included and their specific connection to sustainability. The description of these terms and meanings have been supported within the assignment with supportive information from The Brundtland Commission. Defined within is how sustainability specifically benefits future generations with abilities with the aim of meeting specific needs. Supported by Brundtland and the report released named as Our Common Future are the definitions of sustainability as being a holistic approach in connection to ecological, social, and economic factors. Classical economists, Adam Smith and David Ricardo emphasized upon the maximisation of utilities provided within present choices between costs and utilities connected to decisions and for decision making. Discussed within, is how Pigou used and developed example of building of factories within cities which caused external costs for city residents, i.e. pollution, the loss of amenities. (Pettinger, 2018). Principles with relations to sustainability built following and useful foundations of represented factors for the included concepts. Therefore, in conclusion we are deemed to understand how the balancing of needs is important to attempt to balance across and within the contemporary world. However possible or impossible the need to do this is deemed necessary to human beings for a successful and meaningful development of their lifestyle. 
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