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Introduction
This scoping review proposal explores existing research on the relationship between Human Papillomavirus (HPV) infection and cervical cancer, identifying key themes, knowledge gaps, and areas requiring further investigation.
Background and Rationale
Cervical cancer is a major women's health problem and the fourth most common cancer in women. In 2022, there were an estimated 660,000 new cases of women with the disease, and approximately 350,000 women lost their lives. Persistent infection with high-risk Human Papillomavirus (HPV) types, particularly HPV-16 and HPV-18, is responsible for the majority of cervical cancer cases (Walboomers et al., 1999). Despite the fact that most cases can be prevented by Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination, screening and early treatment of precancerous lesions, access to these services is uneven, particularly in LMICs (WHO, 2025; Petersen et al., 2022).
Research Aim and Objectives
To explore and map the existing evidence on the relationship between Human Papillomavirus (HPV)  infection and cervical cancer. This will:
1. To identify the relationship between Human Papillomavirus (HPV) infection and cervical cancer. 
2. To explore common barriers to prevention, screening, and treatment. 
3. To highlight gaps in current knowledge for future research. 
Methodology
The review will be conducted in line with the framework for a scoping review which involves a clear question, database search, study screening, data extraction, and the generation of themes in line with Aveyard's simplified thematic analysis (Aveyard, 2014). 
The research question is: What is the relationship between HPV infection and cervical cancer? 


Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
Studies to be included will be English-language peer-reviewed articles published within the last 10 years that examine Human Papillomavirus (HPV) infection, Human Papillomavirus (HPV)-related risk factors, cervical cancer, prevention, screening, treatment, awareness, and patient experiences. Non-peer-reviewed papers, duplicate studies, and studies not directly related to Human Papillomavirus (HPV) infection or cervical cancer will be excluded.
Data Collection and Analysis
The keywords "cervical cancer", "Human Papillomavirus (HPV)", "screening", "prevention" and "treatment" will be used to conduct a systematic search in PubMed, CINAHL, Scopus and Google Scholar. The results will be coded and analyzed and then categorized in understandable themes including awareness, access, health-system barriers, and prevention.
Expected Outcomes
The review will be an overview of the connection between Human Papillomavirus (HPV) infection and cervical cancer, as well as highlighting gaps in current research, and enable better prevention, screening, awareness and public health strategies to reduce the burden of cervical cancer.
Ethical Considerations
This scoping review will not include human participants since it is a literature scoping review. Ethical standards will be upheld by the accurate reporting of information, objective interpretation of results, appropriate referencing of Harvard style, the prevention of plagiarism and the maintenance of academic integrity, transparency and honesty during the research process.
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