Are you talking to me: Voice and Persona

Voice: who is speaking?

Classical distinctions in poetry:

1) the poet’s own voice

2) adopting the voice of another (drama)

3) mixed: own voice and dramatic persona (from Lat: ‘masks’, hence dramatic personae) 

T.S Eliot The Three Voices of Poetry (1953):

The first voice is the voice of the poet talking to himself --- or to nobody [private, meditative, confessional]. The second voice is the voice of the poet addressing an audience, whether large or small [public, rhetorical]. The third is the voice of the poet when he attempts to create a dramatic character speaking in verse; but only what he can say within the limits of one imaginary character addressing another imaginary character.

1) Wordsworth ‘A slumber did my spirit seal’ (566)

2) Hardy ‘The Voice’ (834)
3) Matthew Prior ‘A True Maid’ (427)
[see also:

Dramatic monologue: Tennyson ‘Ulysees’ (696) Browning ‘Bishop Orders his Tomb’ (701)
(Dramatic) irony: the distance between the position of the speaker and that of the poem] 
Sometimes these can be mixed: Milton Paradise Lost (extracts 333ff) 

Prose Narrators:

1) First person narrator  (homodiegetic narrator); if protagonist (autodiegetic narrator) issue of reliability

2) Second person narrator: you address --- very rare.
3) Third person narration (heterodiegetic narrator); omniscient narrator/ limited narrator --- focalisation (p.o.v.): external focaliser, character/internal focaliser.
Tone (of voice) [see diction etc.]

(Implied) Author: What is the status of the any ‘I’?

I AM THE KING OF FRANCE 
